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“Mr. PresipENnT: I feel th.al it would be an aet of saerilegious
' temerity, were I to attempt to add to the intrinsic pathos of
the melancholy intelligence just announced to us i)y the Presi-
dent of the United States, by any thing in the way of eulogy
of the character of the great man whose decease he has com-
municated to us. The eulogy of Mr. MapisoN is written in
every page of the history of his country, to whose service his
whele life was devoted ; and with every great event in whose
annals, his name stands conspicuously and enduringly identi-
fied. Filled,however, as his life was, from its dawn to its close,
with labours of patriotism and superior wisdom, there is one
great work of his which must ever recur prominently to the
grateful memory of his country. He was, in an especial man-
ner, the founder and author of that glorious Constitution which
is the bond of our union and the charter of our liberties; and
it was graciously vouchsafed to him, in the order of Provi-
dence, to witness for a longer period than any of his illustri-
ous colleagues, the rich blessings which have resulted from its
establishment. He was the last surviving signer of that sacred
instrument. Amid the general grief which pervades the nation,
may we not indulge one consolation at least, in the hope that
his death, whilst adding the last seal to his own fame and glory,
will in some sort camonize the work of his hands, and surround,
with a new veneration, that precious relic of the wisdom of
our departed patriots and sages.

“ But, sir, I will not speak of the public life of Mr. Mapison ;
it is known to usall; it is appreciated by us all. It was my
privilege to see and know him in the scenes of that classic
retirement in which he passed the evening of his days. It was
there that the mild lustre of his private virtues, which formed
the crowning grace of his character, and is the indispensable

complement of a true public glory, was seen and felt. But
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who can paint him there 1. Who can adequately describe that
fascinating suavity of temper and manners ; that spirit and grace
of conversation, so happily blended with the oracles of phi
losophy and experience; that amiable and cultivated benevo-
lence, ever watchful of the feelings and comfort of others,
cven in the minutest trifles, which together formed around the
hearth of Montpelier, a group of social virtues and attractions
which, however incompetent the powers of language to por-
tray, those who have felt their influence can never forget1 Jn
speaking of these things, Mr. President, I am but too forcibly
reminded of my own personal loss, in the general and national
calamity which we all bewail. I was the neighbour of Mr.
Mapisox, sir, and enjoyed his kindness and friendship; and if
in speaking of a great national bereavement, my mind recurs
too fondly to the chasm his death has left in the immediate
circle of his friends, something I trust will be pardoned to the
feelings of the heart.

“It is my melancholy satisfaction to have received, in all
probability, the last letter ever signed by his hand. It bears
date only six days before his death, and furnishes, in its

contents, a striking illustration of that amiable benevolence and - -

sensibility to the kindness of others, which formed so promi-
nent a trait in his character. In that letter, which is.@ow
before me, he spoke of his enfeebled health ; and his trembling
and unsteady signature, so much in contrast with the usual
firmness and regularity of his writing, bore a graphic and mel-
ancholy intimation of his approaching end. Still I trusted that
his light might hold out till the fourth of July, that he might be
restored, on that gloriousanniversary, to an immortal companiong_
ship with those great men and patriots with whom he had been
intimately connected in life, and whose coincident deaths, on
the birthday of the nation’s freedom, had imparted to that day,
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priate monument to the memory of Mr. Mapison, or erect a
suitable monument to his fame.

‘“ His appropriate and enduring eulogium is to be found in-
scribed in those pages of his country’s history which are
identified with her honour and glory. It is engraved on every
pillar of that splendid fabric of constitutional liberty under
which we live. It is identified with the existence of that glori-
ous union of confederated States which he contributed so
essentially to form, and the maintenance and preservation of
which, with all its numerous blessings, were the constant eb-
ject of his care during his long, laborious and useful public
life, and of his most earnest and anxious solicitude in the
shades of retirement.

‘“ And, Mr. Speaker, another and not less decisive and more
affecting evidence of his merit and title to public gratitude,
will be found in the deep grief with which his loss will be
deplored, by every man in the nation as a great national
calamity. I offer the resolution which I now send to the
chair.

“ Resolved, That a committee be appointed on the part of
this House, to join such committee as may be appointed on
the part of the Senate, to consider and report by what token
of respect and affection, it may be proper for the Congress of
the United States, to express the deep sensibility of the nation
to the event of the decease of Mr. Madison, just announced by
the President of the United States to this House.”

The resolution having been read,

Mr. Apams rose and addressed the Speaker. “By the general
sense of the House,” he said, “it is with perfect propriety that
the delegation from the commonwealth of Virginia have taken
the lead, in the melancholy duty of proposing the measures
suitable to be adopted, as testimonials of the veneration due
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precious bond of union to us, now entirely a succeeding gene-
ration to.them. May it never cease to be a voice of admoni-
tion to us of our duty to transmit the inheritance unimpaired
to our children of the rising age.

“Of the personal relations of this great man, which gave rise
to the long career of public service in which twenty years of
my own life have been engaged, it becomes me not to speak.
The fulness of the heart must be silent, even to the suppres-
sion of the overflowings of gratitude and affection.”

The resolution was then unanimously adopted, and the fol-
lowing named members were appointed of the committee on
the part of the House: Messrs.

Parron of Virginia, Deserry of North Carolina,
Mason of Maine, GrrFFIN of South Carolina,
Cusamax of New Hampshire, Corree of Georgia,

Apans of Massachdsetts, Jonnson of Kentucky,
Tracey of Connecticut, Dunrar of Tennessee,
Pearce of Rhode Island, McLEeNE of Ohio,

ALLEN of Vermont, " RreLEY of Louisiana,

Wazp of New York, Cazr of Indiana,

Parker of New Jersey, CraiBorNE of Mississippi,

ANTHONY Gf Penunsylvania, ReynoLps of Illinois,
MiLLicaN of Delaware, Lyon of Alabama, and
WasniNgTON of Maryland, Hargison of Missouri.

The same day Mr. Rives reported to the Senate, and Mr.
PatroN to the House of Representatives, from the Joint Com-
mittee, the following :

“The President of the United States having communicated
to the two Houses of Congress, the melancholy intelligence of
the death of their illustrious and beloved fellow-citizen, James

Mapison of Virginia, late President of the United States, and
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good man, and in which the navy and marine corps participate
with the whole American people, the President directs that
funeral hénors be paid to him by+the vessels of the navy in
our own and foreign ports, by wearing their colours half-mast,
for one week ; that twenty-one minuté guns be fired at euch
»avy yard and in all public vessels in commission at 12 o’clock,
M. on the dny after this order shall be received ; and that the
officers of the navy and marine corps wear crape on the left
arm for six months. | . “ MarLoN DicxkErson.”

On the next day the following General Orders were issued
from the War Department:

« HEADQUARTERS OF THE ARMY,

“ ADJuTANT GENERAL'S OFriosn,
‘ Washington, July 1, 1838,
“The Major General commanding in Chief, has received
through the War Department the commands of the President
to announce to the Army the death of the illustrious statesman
.and patriot Ex-President Mapison; who died at his seat at
Montpelier, in Virginia, on the morning of the 28th of June.
' “Asa testimony of the feeling for the loss which the nation
has sustained in the death of this great and distinguished citi-
zen, in which the Army participates, the PRESIDENT directs that
funeral honors, agreeably to the regulations, be paid to the
memory of the deceased, at all the military posts, the day after
the receipt of this Order; and by the army in the field, where
circumstances will permit.
“ By commanp or Masor GENERAL MacoMB.

) “R. JoNEs,
“Adjutant General.”
On the 9th of July, 1836, the President of the United States

transmitted the resolutions of the Senate and House of Repre-
sentatives to Mrs. MaptsoN with the following letter :
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“ W;smno'rou, July 9th, 1886.

“Mapax : It appearing to have been the intention of Congress
to make me the organ of assuring you of the profound respect
entertained by both its branches for your pérpon and char-
acter, and of their simeere condolence in the late afflicting
dispensation of Providence, which has at once depgived you of
a beloved companion, and your country of one of ita most
valued citizens; I perform that duty by transmitting the docu-
ments herewith enclosed.

“No expression of my own sensibility at the loss sustained
by yourself and the nation could add to the consolation to be
derived from these high evidences of the public sympathy.
Be assured, Madam, that there is not one of your countrymen
who feels more poignantly the stroke which hasfallen upon
you, or who will cherish with a more enduring constancy the
memory of the virtues, the services, and the purity of the
illustrious man, whose glorious and patriotic life has been just
terminated by a tranquil death. . - v

“I have the honour to be, Madam, your most obedient ser-
vant,

“ ANDREW JACKSON.
“To Mrs. D. P. Mab1sox,

“ Montpelier, Virginia.”

The following is the reply of Mrs. Mapison:
“ MonTPELIER, August 20, 1836,
“I received, sir, in due time, your letter conveying 0 me

the resolutions Congress were pleased to adopt on the occa-
. sion of the death of my beloved husband—a communication
made the more grateful by the kind expression of your sym-
pathy which it contained. _

“ The high and just estimation of my husband by my coun-
trymen and friends, and their generous participation in the
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sorrow occasioned by'our irretrievable loss (expressed through
their supreme- authorities and otherwise) are the only solace of
which my heart is susceptible, on the departure of him who
had néver lost sight of that consistency, symmetry and beauty
of character in all its parts, which secured to him the love and
admiration of his country, and which must ever be the subject
of peculiar and tender reverence to one whose happiness was
derived from their daily and constant exercise.

“The best return I can make for the sympathy of my coun-
"try is to fulfil the sacred trust his confidence reposed in me—
that of placing before it and the world what his pen prepared
for their use—a legacy the importance of which is deeply im-
pressed on my mind.

. \ “ With great respect,
| «D, P. Mapisox.
“To the PresmeNT or THE UNITED STaATES.”

On the 15th November following, Mrs. Mapison addressed
the following letter to the President:

‘““ MonTPELIER. November 15, 1836.

“Sir: The will of my late husband, JaMrs MapisoN, contains
the following provision:

« ¢ Considering the peculiarity and magnitude of the occasion
which produced the Convention at Philadelphia, in 1787, the
characters who composed it, the Constitution which resulted
from their deliberations, its eflects during a trial of so many
years on the prosperity of the people living under it, and the
interest it has inspired among the friends of free government,
it is not an unreasonable inference that a careful and extended
report of the proceedings and discussions of that body, which
were with closed doors, by a member who was constant in his
attendance, will be particularly gratifying to the people of the
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United States, and to all who take an interest in the progress
of political science and the cause of true liberty.’

“ This provision bears evidence of the value he set on his
Report of the Debates in the Convention, and he has charged
legacies on them alone to the amount of twelve hundred dollars
for the benefit of literary institutions and for benevolent pur-
poses, leaving the residuary net proceeds for the use of his
widow.

“In a paper written by him, and which it is proposed to
annex as a preface to the Debates, he traces the formation of
confederacies and of the Articles of Confederation; its defects
which caused and the steps that led to the Convention ; his
reasons for taking the Debates and the manner ii which he
executed the task; and his opinion of the framers of the Con-
stitution. From this I extract his description of the manner
in which they were taken, as it guarantees their fullness and
accuracy.

“¢In pursuance of the task I had assunied, I chose a seat in
front of the presiding member, with the other members on my
right and left hands. In this favorable position for hearing all
that passed, I noted down, in terms legible, and in abbreviations
and marks intelligible to myself, what was read to the chair or
spoken by the members ; and losing not a moment unnecessa-
rily between the adjournment and re-assembling of the con-
vention, I was enabled to write out my daily notes during the
session, or withfer a few finishing days after its close, in the
extent and form preserved in my own hand on my files.

“¢In the labor and correctness of this, I was not a little aided
by practice, and by a familiarity with the style and the train
of observation and reasoning which characterized the principal
speakers. It happened also that I was not absent a single day,
nor more than the casual fraction of an hour in any day, so
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thatY could not have lost a single speech, unless a very short
one.’ ' ' _

“ However prevailing the restraint which veiled, during the
life of Mr. Man1son, this recotrd of the creation of our Consti-
tution, the grave which has closed over all those who partici-
pated in its formation, has separated their acts from all that is
personal to him or to them. His anxiety for their early publi-
city after this was removed, may be inferred from his having
them transcribed and revised by himself ; and, it may be added,
the known wishes of his illustrious friend Thomas Jefferson,
and other distinguished patriots, the important light they
would shed for present as well as future usefulness, besides
my desire to fulfil the pecuniary obligations impose'd by his
will, urged their appeirance without awaiting the preparation
of his other works; and early measures were accordingly
adopted by me to ascertain from publishers, in various parts
of the Union, the terms on which their publication could be
effected.

“]It was also intended to publish, with these Debates, those
taken by him in the Congress of the Confederation, in 1782, '3,
and ’7, of which he was then a member, and selections made
by himself, and prepared under his eye, from his letters nar-
rating the proceedings of that body during the periods of his
service in it, prefixing the Debates in 1776 on the Declaration
of Independence by Thomas Jefferson, so as to embody all the
memorials in that shape known to exist. Th#§ exposé of the
situation of the country under the Confederation, and the de-
fects of the old system of government, evidenced in the pro-
ceedings under it, seems to convey such preceding informa-
tion as should accompany the Debates on the formation of the

Constitution by which it was superseded.

“The proposals which have been received, so far from cor-
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responding with the expectations of Mr. Madison whed he
charged the figst of these works with those legacies, have
evidenced that their publication could not be engaged in by
me, without advances of funds and involving of risks; whieh I
am not in a situation to make or incur. . '

“ Under these circumstances, I have been induced to submit
for your consideration, whether the publication of these Debates
be ‘a matter of sufficient interest to the people of the United
States to deserve to.be brought to the notice of Congress.
Aad should such be the estimation of the utility of these works
by the iepruentatives of the nation, as to induce them to
relieve me individually from thé obstacies which, impede it,
their general circulation will .be insured, and the people be
remunerated by its more economical distribution amoung them.

“ With high respect and consideration,
' - “D. P. Mupisox.

“'To the PrgsmexT oF THE UNITED STATES.”

On the 8th December, immediately” after the meeting of
Congress, the President transmitted the preceding correspon-
dence to the Senate and House of Representatives with the
following message: °

' Wasninarox, December 8, 1888.
% To ke Senate dnd House of Represeniatives: ‘ :

“] transmit herewith to Congress, copies of my correspon-
dence with Mrs. Manisoxn, produced by the resolution adopted
at the last uuim the Senate and House of Representatives,
on the decease of her venerated husband. The occasion seems
to be appropriate to present a letteg from her on the subjest
of the publication of a work of great political interest and
ability, carefully prepared by Mr. Mapison’s own hand, under
circumstances that give it claims to be considered as little lons
than official.

B



XVviii

““Congress has already, at considerable expense, published,
in a variety of forms, the naked journals of the Revolutionary
Congress, and of the Convention that formed the Constitution
of the United States. I am persuaded that the work of Mr.
Mapison, considering the author, the subject matter of it, and
the circumstances under which it was prepared—long withheld
from the public, as it has been, by those motives of personal
kindness and delicacy that gave tone to his intercourse with
his fellow-men, until he and all who had been participators
with him in the scenes he describes have passed away—well
deserves to become the property of the nation, and cannot fail,
if published and disseminated at the public charge, to confer
the most important of all benefits on the present and succeed-
ing generations, accurate knowledge of the principles of their
Government, and the circumstances under which they were
recommended and embodied in the constitution, for adoption.

““ ANDREW JACKSON.”

The message of the President was referred to the Joint
Library Committee, who, on the 24th January, 1837, reported
a resolution authorizing that committee “to contract for and
purchase, at the sum of thirty thousand dollars, the manu-
scripts of the late Mr. Mapison, referred to in the letter from
Mrs. MapisoN to the President, dated 15th November, 1836,
and communicated in his message of the 6th December; con-
ceding to Mrs. Mapison the right to use copies of the said
manuseripts in foreign countries, as she might think fit.”

In the Senate, on the 18th February, Mr. Rossins of Rhode
Island advocated the passage of the resolution in the following
remarks:

“I consider this work of Mr. Mapisox, now proposed to be
given to the world under the patronage of this Government, as
the most valuable one to mankind that has appeared since the
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days when Bacon gave to the world his Novum Organon.
That produced that revolution in analytics, which has occasioned
the immense superiority of the moderns over the ancients in
the knowledge of Nature, and in the improvement of the con-
dition of buman life—the fruit of that knowledge. With Bacon
it was.a mere theory; a theory, however, which he fondly
cherished, and confidently believed wonld be prolific, as it has
been, of the most magnificent results; but in the hands of
Newton, and of his other disciples and followers, it became a
practical guide to those astonishing discoveries which, in their
consequences, have, among other things, converted those
elements of Nature, before supposed only to be controlled
by the same Almighty hand which formeéed them, into the
ministers and agents of mar;, obedient to his will and subser-
vient to his use. It has enabled man to draw the veil from the
face of Nature; to inspect her mechanism ; and to avail him-
self of her principles for the augmentation of his own power.
It has given him power after power; and is still going on to
give him power upon power, as his researches go on in explor-
ing her boundless fields, and in making discovery upon dis-
covery ; and to this growing increase of human power, no
human being can now ﬁssign the possible limits. True, it has
not enabled man, as it was fabled of him by the poets of old,
to steal the fire from the heavens; but ‘it has enabled him to
do more and better—it has enabled him to become an humble
pupil in the school of the Divine Artist; and, by studying his
models, to copy his agencies, though at the immeasurable dis-
tance which separates a finite from the Infinite Being.

“As this Organon of Bacon has been the beacon-light
of mankind to guide him to true philosophy, and to the
improvement of his physical condition, so will this work of
MuabisoN, as I trust and predict, be his beacon-light to guide
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him to the true science of free government, and to the im-
provement of his polit{cal ccondition ;—the science of free
government ; the most difficult of all the sciences, by far the
most difficult, while it is the most important to mankind; of
all, the slowest in growth, the latest in maturity. Not the
science which has pehetrated the causes and explained to man-
kind the phenomena of the heavens is so difficult; that has
been found of easier and more rapid attainment. Indeed the
difficulties to be overcome in evolving this science are so great,
that we are to wonder less at its tardy advances, than at its
final success. In the first place, it requires the deepest and
most perfect insight into the nature of man: of man not only
in his general nature, but as modified by society, which every
where has superinduced and clothed him with a second nature
denominated Aabif; and that as diversified as the country he
inhabits. Then it requires that faculty of comprehensive com-
bination, which is the rarest of all the gifts of God to man, and
which, whenever and wherever it appears, seems destined to
produce an era in human affairs ; a faculty of combining into a
whole, where the elements to be combined are so various as to
be almost infinite; a whole, perfect in relation to all its parts,
and its parts perfect in relation to the whole. Besides, the
perfect model of a free government is not like the perfect
model of any other science. Of every other science, the per-
fect model any where is the perfect model every where, and
every where alike isperfect. The perfect watch at Washington,
for instance, is the perfect watch at Canton, and so all over the
globe ; but not so the perfect model of a free government: in
that, though the principles are the same every where, the form

varies as the circumstances vary, of the people by whom it is
established ; to which circumstances it must always be adjustel

and made to conform.
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for the want of that form of structure and principle of combi-
nation that would reconcile absolute sovereignty in the nation
with sovereignty in the States, as parts of one nation—as con-
sistent and harmonious parts of one supreme sovereignty.
This principle, unexplored and unknown before, was developed
and displayed, most héppily 80, in the structure of our confed-
erate and national republie, ‘ ;
“The work, now proposed to be published, will unfold to
us all the steps of that diversified analysis and discovery which
led to this happy and splendid result. -
“Those who think (if any think) that the result itself, hamely,
the Constitution—of itself and by itself—will be enough for the
instruction of mankind on this subject are much mistaken.
For there is a vast difference between the knowledge which is
acquired analytically, and that which is acquired syntheti-
cally; the latter is but isolated knowledge; the former is
knowledge that is the consequence of other knowledge. Syn-
thesis gives to us a general truth, but acquired in a mode that
is barren of other fruit ; analysis not only gives to us the same
general truth, but puts us on the track of invention and dis-
covery, and is always fertile of other, and often of better fruit:
synthesis carries us to a fountain head, but never beyond ; but
analysis carries us beyond, and to the fountain of that foun-
tain ; it places us upon an eminence that overtops and over-
looks the general truth in the wide survey it commands and
gives to us; and as to that gemeral truth, it enables us not
only to comprehend it more perfectly, but to apply it more
successfully. This is at once a branch and the general instru-
ment of that primal philosophy of which Bacon speaks, and
whose cultivation he so highly recommends—the philosophy
of philosophy ; the common mother of all the sciences, and by

which alone their boundarics can be extended. He compares
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it to Berecynthia, whom the poets. of old fabled to be the
mother of all the Gods:—

“* Omnes celicolas, omnes supera alta tenentes.

Of such is the nature, and such will be the fruits to mankind,
of the work now proposed to be given to the world.

% Further to awaken our sensibility on this subject, I need
not remind the Senate how much we owe to a name that is to
render the name of this country respectable in every other on
this globe; the clarum e vemerabile momen. Nations have
lived upon the earth who have become extinct, and been lost
to the memory of mankind ; but never when the clarum &
venerabile nomen had illustrated their annals. The clarum ef
venerabile momen is the true elixir of national immortality.
What has this country—what can she ever have, that would
be an equivalent to her in exchange for the name of her
WasmineTon—that star of stars in the diandems that sparkle on
the brow of nations?. Not the diadem that sparkles on the
brow of Greece, not the diadem that sparkles on-the brow of
Rome, has one of equal brillianey. No: it stands peerless on
the earth, and alone in glory. Though it never cen be a
contest whose name is to do the most honour to our country,
and more than all others, to carry her name associated with
his, and emblazoned by his, down through all the endless
generations of mankind to follow, and all the endless ages of
time to come, yet among the names to cluster around his, and
to form the constellation (may it muitiply to a galaxy) of
American worthies, not one will ever shine with a purer, with
a brighter, or more inextinguishable lustre than that of
Mapison,

“If, then, this appropriation was merely to express a nation’s
gratitude to a nation’s benefactor, it would be the least it would
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become her to make. But, besides that, we are to consider that
it is to parchase for this country, and for mankind, a treasure
of instruction, whose value no money can measure, no figures
can express.”

This resolution not being finally acted upon before the close
of the session, a clause was introduced into the general appro-
priation bill, and passed on the 3d March, 1837, by which the
sum of thirty thousand dollars was appropriated for the pur
chase of the manuscripts. |

In accordance with this law, Mrs Muapisox, on the 1st
April, 1837, delivered to the Secretary of State, for the Uni-
ted States, the manuscripts described in her conveyanes im
the following terms: “The Debates of the Conventiom
which framed the Constitution of the United States, prepared
by  Mr. Mapisox, together with the Debates taken by him in
the Congress of the Confederation in 1782, 1783 and 1787, and
selections made by himself, and prepared under his eye from
his letters narrating the proceedings of that body during the
periods of his service in it, with the Debates in 1776 on the
Declaration of Independence by TrHoMAs JEFFERSON prefixed.”
These manuscripts in duplicate were placed in the Department
of State.

At the first session of the twenty-fifth Congress, on the 12th
September, 1837, on motion of Mr. Lixx of Missouri, a
resolution was passed by the Senate, instructing the Joint
Library Committee to inquire into the expediency of causing
the manuscripts deposited in the Department of State to be
published. In compliance with these instructions, Mr. Peeston
of South Carolina, reported to the Senate, and Mr. Parron of
Virginia to the House of Representatives, a resolution from
the Joint Library Committee, instructing them to ascertain
whether the purchase of Mr. Mapison’s work, authorized by
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the appropriation of the preceding session of Congress had
been made ; and if so, directing them to inquire into and report
a plan for the publication of the same. These resolutions were
passed on the 27th September, 1837.

At the same session, and on the 14th October following, an
act was passed to carry into eflect the last provision of the
resolution reported at the preceding session, and the President
was authorised to reconvey to Mrs. Mapisox the right to
publish in foreign countries, and for her own benefit, the
manuscript Debates of the Convention which formed the
Constitution ; but she was not to withdraw from the possession
of the Government either of the copies of the Debates which
had accompanied her conveyance; and on the 5th February,
1838, Mr. Preston of South Carolina submitted a motion that
the Committee on the Library be authorized to cause the
Mapison Parers to be printed and published. This resolution,
after being considered by the Senate as in Committee of the
Whole, was, on the 7th February, on the motion of Mr. Sevien
of Arkansas, referred to the Library Committee. On the 4th
of July following, Mr. WaLL of New Jersey, from that com-
mittee, reported it back as a joint resolutioh, and recommended
the necessary appropriation for the printing and publication
of the papers. In that shape it passed the Senate, and was
sent to the House of Representatives for concurrence.

On the 9th July the House of Representatives, after having
had under consideration the resolution of the Senate, amended
it by changing it into an act, in which form, it was passed,
and being concurred in by the Senate and approved by the
President on the same day, became a law in the following terms:

“An act authorizing the printing of the Madison Papers.

“ Be it enacted by the Senale and House of Representatives of

the United States of Jmerica in Congress assembled, That the
B ®
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Joint Committee on the Library be authorized to cause the
Mapison Parres to be printed and published ; and that a sum
not exceeding five thousand dollars be appropriated for that
purpose out of any money in the Treasury not otherwise ap-
priated.” _ |

On the 28th January, 1839, Mr. WaLL of New Jersey,
reported to the Senate, a contract made in pursuance of the
act of Congress, by Messrs. Rosrins of Rhode Island, and
Pore of Kentucky, the Chairmen of the Joint Library Com-
mittee for the publication of the work in its present form,
to be executed under the superintendance of Mr. GiLrIN, the
Solicitor of the Treasury. For this purpose, one of the dupli-
cate manuscript copies, deposited by Mrs. MapisoN, was with-
drawn by the Library Committee from the Department of
State, and delivered to the publishers.

In the publication thus directed it has been deemed to be a
primary and indispeusable duty to follow the manuscript with
scrupulous care. It was not thought proper to admit any
note or comment, even explanatory; and all those that are
found, were in the manuscript deposited in the Department of
State. No alteration of any sort from the copy furnished and
revised by Mrs. Mapison, has been permitted, except the cor-
rection of a few slight and evident clerical errors, and the
insertion of some dates and formal parts of official docu-
ments, for which blanks had been left.

The character of Mr. Mapison’s work, however, and espe-
cially that part of it relating to the Congress of the Confede-
ration, seemed to render a reference to cotemporary documents
indispensable—at all events, it was necessary to save the reader
much perplexity and trouble. The Debates and the Corres-
poudence refer with brevity to a variety of subjects in the

order of their occurrence, and also to the remarks, conduct
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and opinions of many persons in public life. The correspond-
ing portions of the public and secret journals, the published
letters of official functionaries during the same period, and
works in which are to be found cotemporary private letters or
remarks on the same topics or by the same persons, afford
explanations too important to be overlooked. Yet they are
scattered through various volumes, and, even in them, are found
or traced with difficulty. The printed journals of the confed-
eration, both public and secret, are not only voluminous but
very imperfect. Much of the proceedings of Congress is
entirely omitted in both, and they are so incomplete that it is
frequently impossible to trace with accuracy the details of
legislation even on topics of great public interest. To the
secret journals there is no index, and that annexed to the
public journals is far from being full. The diplomatic corres-
pondence, which is exceedingly valuable, and constantly illus-
trates the remarks of Mr. Mapison and the debates he has pre-
served, extends through nineteen volumes; and the letters of
many of the eminent men referred to, which treat of the same
topics, are only to be found in various works subsequently
published from time to time. |

It has been thought, therefore, that it would be proper to
make a brief reference at the end of the volumes to some of
the principal of these passages; but in such a manner as not,
in the slightest degree, to interfere or connect them with the
text of Mr. Mapison himself. They are annexed only in the
belief that they will be of service to the reader and may facili-
tate his researches. They are not as numerous as they might
have been made, perhaps with additional advantage; and the
form of a simple reference has been alone adopted, because it
was not intended to introduce any commentary or remarks.

The fulness and accuracy of these references have been
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PREFATORY NOTE.

Mr. Madison took his seat in the Congress of the
Confederation on the twentieth day of March, 1780,
but did not commence his diary of its Debates till
the fourth of November, 1782. It was continued
through the sequel of that year, and until the removal
of Congress was decided, on the twenty-first of June,
1783, from Philadelphia to Princeton, where the task
was not renewed.

In February, 1787, being again a member, he re-
sumed his diary, which was continued till the second
of May of that year, when he left Congress to give his
attendance in the approaching Convention at Phila-
delphia which was to prepare a new Constitution
for the United States.

On the close of that Convention he returned to his
seat in Congress, which he held till March, 1788,
when he was called to Virginia with a view to his
being elected to the State Convention which was to
decide on the Constitution proposed by the General
Convention. During this period it appears that no
diary was kept, the effect perhaps of the share he
had in writing the Federalist. Nor was it resumed

in the interval between his return from the close of
3
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make a part of this publication. Such of the com-
munications as were contemporary with the diary
often add to the lights which it'_aﬂ'ords, and such as
belong to the periods prior and subsequent to it will
often supply its place, and sometimes perbaps more
than supply it. -

If the letters or extracts occasionally repeat what
is in the diary, or being written to different corres-
pondents repeat in one what was said in another, the
instances are not numerous, and could not be avoided
without mutilations more objectionable than the re-
petitions.

It cannot be amiss to remark, that the letters derive
a value not only from their perfect authentjcity, and
from the position of the writer as a member of Con-
gress, but from the consideration that they were writ-
ten without a thought that they would ever meet the
public eye. So entirely absent was such a thought,
that no copies, with scarce an exception, were, or
indeed considering the number, the frequency and the
haste of the letters and the situation of the writer,
could be retained. And it was owing to the kind-
ness of his correspondents or their representatives,
that the originals here used make a part of his files.
It is regretted that some of those originals were not
effectually guarded against damage, and that others
appear to be missing.

It became a question what was the most suitable
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order for the debates and the letters. As the latter
fill a long period between March,.1780, and Novem-
ber, 1782, the commencement of the debates, and
involve what passed in Congress not on record, it has
been thought best to consult the order of time, as
being also the order of things, and to make the let-
ters of this period a preliminary to the debates. Thé
letters contemporary with and subsequent ta each
_period of the debates follow them. An abstract of
observations of Mr. Barbe de Marbois, then Secre-
tary to the French Legation, on the boundary be-
tween the Spanish settlements and the United States;
the address of Congress to the States, of the twenty-
sixth of April, 1783, drawn by Mr. Madison, and that
to Rhode Island referred to in it as No. 2, drawn by
Mr. Hamilton; and a letter from Mr. Madison to Mr.
Hezekiah Niles, of the eighth of January, 1822, cor-
recting an erroneous view in Ramsay’s History of
what passed in this Congress regarding the Missis-
sippi, are added as an Appendix to this portion of
the work.

GLOSSARY.
CommuramioNn.—An allowance of five years full pay in lieu of half-pay for
life.
Faciuimzs.—Provisions, tobacco and other supplies received in payment of
Government dues instead of money
INpENTS.—An evidence of public debt given in exchange for depreciated
peper of other denorainations,—deducting the depreciation.
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THE DEBATES IN 1776,

ON THE

DECLARATION OF INDEPENDENCRE,

AND

ON A FEW OF THE ARTICLES OF THE CONFEDERATION,

PRESERVED BY THOMAS JEFFERSON.*
L

In ConGREss, FrRipAY, JUNE 7th 1776. ¢

The Delegates from Virginia moved, in obedience
to instructions from their constituents, that the Con-
gress should declare that these United Colonies are,
and of right ought to be, free and independent States;
that they are absolved from all obedience to the
British Crown, and that all political connection be-
tween them and the State of Great Britain is, and
ought to be, totally dissolved; that ‘measures should
be immediately taken for procuring the assistance of
foreign powers, and a Confederation be formed to bind
the Colonies more closely together.

The House being obliged to attend at that time to
some other business, the proposition was referred to
the next day, when the members were ordered to

attend punctually at ten o’clock.

i

[* These Debates were given to Mr. Madison, in Mr. Jeffervon's own hand-
writing, as now on file among Mr. Madison’s papers. They are prefixed as
forming a part of the only materials xnown to cxist in the form of Debates
within the Revolutionary Congress,)

Vou. I.—1*
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Saturday, June 8th. They proceeded to take it into
consideration, and referred it to a Committee of the
Whole, into which they immediately resolved them-
selves, and passed that day and Monday the tenth, in
debating the subject. |

It was argued by Wilson, Robert R. Livingston, E.
Rutledge, Dickenson and others:

That, though they were friends to the measures
themselves, and saw the impossibility that we should
ever again be united with Great Britain, yet they
were against adopting them at this time:

That the conduct we had formerly observed was
wise and proper now, of deferring to take any capital
step till the voice of the people drove us into it:

That they were our power, and without them our
declarations could not be carried into effect:

That the people of the middle Colonies (Maryland,
Delaware, Pennsylvania, the Jerseys and New York)
were not yet ripe for bidding adieu to British con-
nection; but that they were fast ripening, and in a
short time would join in the general voice of Ame-
rica:

That the resolution entered into by this House on
the fifteenth of May, for suppressing the exercise .of
all powers derived from the Crown, had shewn, by the
ferment into which it had thrown these middle Colo-
nies, that they had not yet accommodated their minds
to a separation from the mother country:

That some of them had expressly forbidden their
Delegates to consent to such a declaration, and others
had given no instructions, and consequently no pow-
ers to give such consent:

That if the Delegates of any particular Colony
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had no power to declare such Colony independent,
certain they were, the others could not declare it for
them, the Colonies being as yet perfectly indepen-
dent of each other:

That the Assembly of Pennsylvania was now sit-
ting above stairs, their Convention would sit within a
few days, the Convention of New York was now sit-
ting, and those of the Jerseys and Delaware counties
would meet on the Monday following, and it was
probable these bodies would take up the question of
Independence, and would declare to their Delegates
the voice of their State: .

That if such a declaration should now be agreed
to, these Delegates must retire, and possibly their
Colonies might secede from the Union:

That such a secession would weaken us more than
could be compensated by dny foreign alliance:

That in the event of such a decision, foreign powers
would either refuse to join themselves to our fortunes,
or having us so much in their power, as that despe-
rate declaration would place us, they would insist on
terms proportionably more hard and prejudicial :

That we had little reason to expect an alliance
with those to whom alone, as yet, we had cast our
eyes:

That France and Spain had reason to be jealous
of-that rising power which would one day certainly
strip them of all their American possessions:

That it was more likely they should form a con-
nection with the British Court, who, if they should
find themselves unable otherwise to extricate them-
selves from their difficulties, would agree to a parti-
tion of our tcrritories, restoring Canada to France,
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and the Floridas to Spain, to accomplish for them-
selves a recovery of these Colonies:

That it would not be long before we should receive
certain information of the disposition of the French
Court, from the agent whom we had sent to Paris for
that purpose:

‘That if this disposition should be favorable, by
waiting the event of the present campaign, which
we all hoped would be successful, we should have
reason to expect an alliance on better terms:

That this would in fact work no delay of any
effectual aid from such ally, as, from the advance of
the season, and distance of our situation, it was im-
possible we could receive any asaistance during this
campaign:

That it was prudent to fix among ourselves the
terms on which we would form alliance, before we
declared we would form one at all events:

And that if these were agreed on, and our Decla-
ration of Independence ready by the time our Am-
bassador was ready to sail, it would be as well, as to
go into that Declaration at this day.

On the other side it was urged by J. Adams, Lee,
Wythe and others:

That no gentleman had argued against the policy
or the right of separation from Britain, nor had sup-
posed it possible we should ever renew our connec-
tion; that they had only opposed its being now
declared :

That the question was not whether, by a Declara-
tion of Independence, we should make ourselves what
we are not, but whether we should declare a fact
which already exists:
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That, as to the people or Parliament of England,
we had always been independent of them, their re-
straints on our trade deriving eflicacy from our acqui-
escence only, and not from any rights they possessed
of imposing them, and that so far our connection had
been federal only, and was now dissolved by the com-
mencement of hostilities: .

That, as to the King, we had been bound to *him'
by allegiance, but that this bond was now dissolved by
his assent to the late Act of Parliament by which he
declares us out of his protection, and by his levying
war on us, a fact which had long ago proved us out
of his protection; it being a certain position in law
that allegiance and protection are reciprocal, the one
ceasing when the other is withdrawn:

That James the Second never declared the people
of England out of his protection; yet his actions
proved it, and the Parliament declared it:

No Delegates then can be denied, or ever want, a
power of declaring an existent truth:

That the Delegates from the Delaware counties
having declared their constituents ready to join, there
are only two Colonies, Maryland and Pennsylvania,
whose Delegates are absolutely tied up, and that .
these had by their instructions only resesved a right
of confirming or rejecting the measure:

That the instructions from Pennsylvania mlght be
accounted for from the times in which they were
drawn, near a twelve-month ago, since which the face
of affairs has totally changed:

That within that time it has become apparent that
Britain was determined to accept nothing less than a
carte-blanche, and that the King’s answer to the Lord



14 ' DEBATES. [1776.

Mayor, Aldermen and Common Council of London,
which had come to. hand four days ago, must have
satisfied every one of this point:

That the people wait for us to lead the way:

That they are in favor of the measure, though the
instructions given by some of thelr represeniatives are
not:

‘That the voice of the representatives is not always
consonant with the voice of the people, and this is
remarkably the case in these middle Colonies:

That the effect of the resolution of the fifteenth of
May has proved this, which, raising the murmurs of
some in the Colonies of Pennsylvania and Maryland,
called forth the opposing voice of the freer part of the
people, and proved them to be the majority even in
these Colonies:

That the backwardnm of these two Colnmeo
might be ascribed partly to the influence of proprietary
power and connections, and partly to their having
. not yet been attacked by the enemy:

That these causes were not likely to be soon re-
moved, as there seemed no probability that the enemy
would make either of these the seat of this summer’s
war:

That it would be vain to wait either weeks or
months for perfect unanimity, since it was impossible
that all men should ever become of one sentiment on
any question:

That the conduct of some Colonies, from the be-
ginning of this contest, had given reason to suspect
it was their settled policy to keep in the rear of this
Confederacy, that their particular prospect might be
better, even in the worst event :
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That therefore it was necessary for those Colonies
who had thrown themselves forward and hazarded
all from the beginning, to come forward now also,
and put all again to their own hazard :

That the history of the Dutch revolution, of whom
only three States confederated at first, proved that
a secession of some Colonies could not be so danger-
ous as some apprehended :

That a Declaration of Independence’ alone could
render it consistent with European delicacy for Eu-
ropean powers to treat with us, or even to receive an
Ambassador from us:

That till this, they would not receive our vessels
into their ports, nor acknowledge the adjudications
of our courts of admiralty to be legltxmate in cases
of capture of British vessels:

That though France and Spain may be jealous of
our rising power, they must think it will be much
more formidable with the addition of Great Britain,
and will therefore see it their interest to prevent a
coalition; but should they refuke, we shall be but
where we are; whereas without trying we shall
never know whether they will aid us or not:

That the present campaign may be unsuccessful,
and therefore we had better propose an alliance while
our affairs wear a hopeful aspect :

That to await the event of this campaign will
certainly work delay, because during this summer,
France may assist us effectually, by cutting off those
supplies of provisions from England and Ireland, on
which the enemy’s armies here are to depend; or by
setting in motion the great powers they have col-
lected in the West Indies, and calling our enemy to
the defence of the possessions they have there:
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That it would be idle to lose time in settling the
terms of alliance, till we had first determined we
would enter into alliance:

That it is necessary to lose no time in opening a
tyade for our people, who will want clothes, and will
want money too for the I;ayment of taxes:.

And that the only misfortune is, that we did not
enter into alliance with France six months sooner, as,
besides opening their ports for the vent of our last
years prodyce, they might have marched an army
into Germany and prevented the petty princes there
from selling their unhappy subjects to subdue us.

It appearing from the course of these debates that
the Colonies of New York, New Jersey, Pennsylvania,
Delaware and Maryland were not matured for . fall-
ing from the parent stem, but that they were fast
advancing to that state, it was thought most prudent
to wait awhile for them, and to postpone the final de-
cision to the first of July, but that this might occasion
- a8 little delay as possible, a committee was appointed
to prepare a Declaration of Independence. 'The
committee were J. Adams, Dr. Franklin, Roger Sher-
man, Robert R. Livingston and myself. Committees
were also appointed at the same time to prepare a
plan of confederation for the Colonies, and to state the
terms proper to be proposed for foreign alliance. The
committee for drawing the Declaration of Indepen-
dence desired me to do it. It was accordingly done,
and being approved by them I reported it to the House
on Friday the twentv-eighth of June, when it was read
and ordered to lie on the table. On Monday the first of
July the House resolved itself into a Committee of the
Whole, and resumed the consideration of the original
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motion made by the Delegates of Virginia; which,
being again debated through the day, was carried in
the afirmative by the votes of New Hamphire, Con-
necticut, Massachusetts, Rhode Island, New Jersey,
Maryland, Virginia, North Carolind, and Georgia.
South Carolina and Pennsylvania voted ‘against it.
Delaware having but two members present, they were
divided : the Delegates from New York declared they
were for it themselves, and were assured their con-
stituents were for it, but that their instructions
having been drawn near a twelve-month before, when
reconciliation was still the general object, they were
enjoined by them to do nothing which should impede
that object; they therefore thought themselves not
justifiable in voting on either side, and asked leave
to withdraw from the question, which was given
them. The committee rose and reported their reso-
lution to the House. Mr. Rutledge, of South Caro-
lina, then requested the determination might be put
off to the next day, as he believed his colleagues,
though they disapproved of the resolution, would then
join in it for the sake of unanimity. The ultimate
question whether the House would agree to the reso-
lution of the committee, was accordingly postponed
to the next day, when it was again moved, and South
Carolina concurred in voting for it. In the mean-
time a third member had come post from the Dela-
ware counties, and turned the vote of that colony in
favor of the resolution. Members of a different sen-
timent attending that morning also from Pennsyl-
vania, their vote was changed, so that the whole
twelve Colonies, who were authorized to vote at all

gave their voices for it: and within a few days the
Vor. 1.2
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Convention of New York approved of it, and thus
supplied the void occasioned by the withdrawing of
their delegates from the vote.

Congress proceeded the same day to consider the
Declaration of Independence, which had been report-
ed and laid on the table the Friday preceding, and
on Monday referred to a Committee of the Whole.
The pusillanimous idea that we had friends in Eng-
land worth keeping terms with, still haunted the
minds of many, for this reason those passages which
conveyed censure on. the people of England were
struck out lest they should give them offence. The
clause too reprobating the enslaving the inhabitants
of Africa was struck out,in compliance to South
Carolina and Georgia, who had never attempted to
restrain the importation of slaves, and who on. the
contrary still wished to continue it.. Our Northern
brethren also, I believe, felt a little tender under
those censures; for though their people have very
few slaves themselves, yet they had been pretty con-
siderable carriers of them to others. The debates
having taken up the greater parts of the second, third,
and fourth days of July, were, in the evening of the
last, closed ; the Declaration was reported by the com-
mittee, agreed to by the House, and signed by every
member except Mr. Dickenson. As the sentiments
of men are known not only by what they receive, but
what they reject also, I will state the form of the De-
claration as originally reported. The parts struck out
by Congress shall be distinguished by a black line
drawn under them [ftalics]; those inserted by them
shall be placed in the margin or in a concurrent
column.
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A Declaration by the Representatives of the United
States of America in [ Gencral] Congress assem-
bled: |

When in the course of human events it
becomes necessary for one people to dis--
solve the political bands which have con-
nected them with another, and to assume
among the powers of the earth the separate
and equal station to which the laws of na-
ture and nature’s God entitle them, a de-
cent respect to the opinions of mankind re-
quires that they should declare the causes
which impel them to the separation.

We hold these truths to be self-evident,
that all men are created equal; that they
are endowed by their Creator with [inhe-
rent! gnd ] inalienable rights; that among certain
these are life, liberty, and the pursuit of
happiness; that to secure these rights, go-
vernments are instituted among men, de-
riving their just powers from the consent -
of the governed; that whenever any form
of government becomes destructive of these
ends, it is the right of the people to alteror
abolish it, and to institute a new govern-
ment, laying its foundation on sach princi-
ples, and organizing its powers in such
form, as to them shall seem most likely to
effect their safety and happiness. Pru-
dence indeed will dictate that governments
long established should not be changed for
light and transient causes; and accordingly
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He has refused to pass other laws for the
accommodation of large districts of people,
unless those people would relinquish the
right of representation in the legislature, a
right inestimable to them, and formld;ble
to tyrants only.

He has called together legislative bodies
at places unusual, uncomfortable, and dis-
tant from the depository of their public
records, for the sole purposd of fatiguing
them into compliance. with his measures.

He has dissolved representative houses
repeatedly, [and continually] for opposing
with manly firmness his invasion on the
rights of the people.

He has refused for a long time after such
dissolutions to cause others to be elected,
whereby the legislative powers, incapable
of annihilation, have returned to the people
at large for their exercise, the state remain-
ing in the meantime exposed to all the
dangers of invasion from without and con-
vulsions within.

He has endeavoured to prevent the popu-
lation of these States; for that purpose ob-
structing the laws for naturalization of
foreigners, refusing to pass others to encou-
rage their migrations hither, and raising the
conditions of new appropriations of lands.

He has [suffered] the administration of obstructed

justice [totally to cease in some of these

States], refusing his assent to l&ws for estab- by

lishing judiciary powers.

21
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same absolute rule into these [ States]; for

taking away our charters, abolishing our
most valuable laws, and altering fundamen-
tally the forms of our governments, for sus-
pending our own legiffatures, and declaring
themselves invested with power to legislate
for us in all cases whatsoever.

He has abdicated government here [with-
drawing his governors and declaring us out
of his allegiomce and protection.]

He has plundered our seas, ravaged our

coasts, burnt our towns, and destroyed the

lives of our people.

He isat this time transporting large armies

of foreign mercenaries to complete the
works of death, desolation and tyranny al-
ready begun with circumstances of cruelty
and perfidy [ ] unworthy the head of a
civilized nation.

He has constrained our fellow-citizens
taken captive on the high seas to bear arms
against their country, to become the execu-
tioners of their friends and brethren, or to
fall themselves by their hands.

He has [ ] endeavoured to bring on the
inhabitants of our, frontiers the merciless
Indian savaged whose known rule of war-
fare is an undistinguished destruction of all
ages, sexes and conditions [of ezistence.]

[He has incited treasonable insurrections
of our fellow-citizens, with the allurements of
Jorfeiture and confiscation of our property.

23

colonies

by declarin
uz out of hg
protecuon
and waging

war against

scarcely pa-
ralleled 1n
the moatbar-
barous

and to y

excited do-
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tured, within the short compass of twelve years
only, to lay a foundation so broad and un-
disguised for tyranny over a people fostered
and fized in principles of freedom.] -

-Nor have we been wanting in attentions
to our British brethren. We have wamn-
ed them from time to time of attempts by -
their legislature to-extend [a] jurisdic- apunwarsnt
tion over [these our States.] We have re- us.
minded them of the circumstances of our
emigration and settlement here, [no.one of
which could warrant so strange a pretension ;
that these were éffected at the expense of our
own blood and treasure, unassisted by the
wealth or strength of Great Britain: that
tn constituting indeed our several forms of
government, we had adopted one common
king, thereby laying a foundation for. per-
petual league and amity with them: but that -
submission to their Parliament was no part
of our Constitution, nor ever in idea, if history
may be credited: and] we [ ] appealed to bave
their native justice and magnanimity [as ::g m":am
well as to] the ties of our common Kkin-by
dred to disavow these usurpations which
[were likely to] interrupt our connection yowd inevs
and correuponhce They too have been
deaf to the voice of justice and of consan-
guinity. [, and when occasions have been
given them, by the regular course of their
laws, of removing from their councils the
disturbers of our harmony they have, by
their free election, re-established them in

Vor. IL—-2*
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power.. At this very lime too, they are per-

milting their chief magisirate to send over

not only soldiers of our common blood, but

Scotch and foreign mercenaries to invade

and destroy us. These facts have given

the last stab to agonizing affection, and

manly spirit bids us to renounce for ever

these unfeeling brethren. We must endea-

vor o forget our former love for them, and

to hold them as we hold the rest of man-

kind, enemies in war, in peace friends. We

might have been a free and a great people

together; but a .communication of grandeur

"and of freedom, it seems, is below their dig-

nity. Be it so since they will have it. The

road to happiness and to glory ¢s open to us

loo. Wewill Iread it apart from them, and]

e’ [ ] acquiesce in the necessity which de-
and hold them nounces our [eternal] separation [ ]!

as we holdthe
rest of man-
kind, enemies

in war,in

peace friends.

We therefore the Representatives of the United
States of America in General Congress assembled

appealing to the Supreme
Judge of the world for
the rectitude of our inten-
tions, do, in the name and
by the authority of the
good people of these Colo-
nies solemnly publish and
declare, that these United
Colonies are and of right

do, in the name and by the
authority of the good peo-
ple of these [ States, reject
and renounce all allegiance
and subjection {o the Kings
of Great Britain and all
others who may hereafter
claim by, through, or under
them, we wulterly dissolve
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ought to be free and inde- | allpoktical conneclionwhich
pendent States; that they | may heretofore have sub-
are absolved from all al- | sisted belween us, and the
legiance to the British | people or Parliament. of
Crown, and that all politi- | Great Britain; and finally
cal connection between | we -do assert and declare
them and the State of | these Coloniestobe freeand
Great Britain is,and ouglit | independent S{ales,]

to be totally dissolved; '
and that as free and mdependent States

they have full power to levy war, conclude

peace, contract alliances, establish com-

merce, and to do all other acts and things

which independent States may of right do.

And for the support of -this declaration, [ ] ;;2“;‘3‘“
we mutuallgpledge to each other cur lives, theprotection
our fortunes, and our sacred hopor. ©  : Providencs.

On Friday, the twelfth of July, the committee ap-
pointed to draw the articles of confederation reported
them, and on the twénty-second, the House resolved
themselves into a committee to take them into con-
sideration. On the thirtieth and thirty-first of that
month, and the first of the ensuing, those articles
were debated which determined the proportion or
quota of money which each State should furnish to
the common treasury, and the manner of voting in
Congress. 'The first of these articles was expressed
in the original draught in these words:

‘ArTticLe XI. All charges of war and all other
expenses that shall be incurred for the comnmon
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farmers’ heads and the heads of their cattle. That
the method proposed would therefore tax thefSouthern
States according to their numbers and their wealth
conjunctly, while the Northern would be taxed on
numbers only: that negroes in fact should not be
considered as members of the state, more than cattle,
and that they have'no more interest in it.

Mr. John Adams observed, that the numbers of
people were taken by this article as an index of the
wealth of the State, and not as smibjects of taxation.
That as to this matter it was of no consequence by
what name you called your people, whether by that
of freemen or of slaves. - That in some countries the.
laboring poor were called freemen, in others they
were called slaves: but that the differéiice as to the
State was imaginary only. What matters it whether
a landlord employing ten laborermson his farm gives
them annually as much money as will buy them the
necessarics of life, or gives them those necessaries at
short hand? The ten laborers add as much wealth
annually to the State, increase its exports as much,
in the one case-as the other. Certainly five hundred
freemen produce no more profits, no greater surplus
for the payment of taxes, than five hundred slaves:
Therefore the State in which are the laborers called
freemen, should be taxed no more than that in which
are those called slaves. Suppose, by-any extraordi-
nary operation of nature or of law, one half the
laborers of a State could in the course of one night
be transformed into slaves,—would the State be made
the poorer, or the less able to pay taxes? That the
condition of the laboring poor in most countries,—that
of the fishermen, particularly, of the Northern States,
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Mr. Wilson said, that if this amendment should
take place, the Southern Colonigs would hgge all the
benefit of slaves, whilst the Northern ones would bear
theburthen. Thatslavesincrease the profitsofa State,
which the Southern States mean to take to them-
selves; that they also increase the burthen of defence,
which would of course fall so much the heavier on the
Northern; that slaves occupy the places of freemen
and eat their food.. Dismiss your slaves; and freemen ,
will take their places. It is our duty to lay every
discouragement on the importation of slaves; but this .
amendment would give the jus irium kberorum to him
who would import slaves. - That other kinds of pro-
perty were pretty equally distributed through all the
Colonies: there were as many cattle, horses, and
sheep, in the North as the South, and South as the
North; but not so as to slaves: that experience has
shown that those Colonies have been always able to
pay most, which have the most inhabitants, whether
they be black or white; and the practice of the
Southern Colonies has always been to make every
farmer pay poll taxes upon all his laborers, whether
they be black or white. He acknowledgedindeed that
freemen work the most; but they consume the most
also. They do not produce a greater surplus for
taxation. The slave is neither fed nor clothed so
expensively as a freeman. Again, white women are
exempted from labor generally, which negro women
are not. In this then the Southern States have an
advantage as the article. now stands. It has some-
times been said that slavery was necessary, because
the commodities. they raise would be too dear for
market if cultivated by freemen; but now it is said
that the labor of the slave is the dearest.
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July 30th, 3lst, August lst,—Present forty-one
members.

Mr. Chase observed, that thls artxcle was the most
likely to divide us, of any one proposed in the draught
then under consideration. That the larger Colonies
had threatened they would not confederate at all, if
their weight in Congress should not be equal to the
numbers of people they added to the confederacy;
while the smaller ones declared against a union, if .
they did not retain an equal vote for the protection
of their rights. That it was of the utmost conse-
quence fo bring the parties together, as, should we
sever from each other, either no foreign polver will
ally with us at all, or the different States will form
different alliances, and thus increase the horrors of
those scenes of civil war and bloodshed, which in
such a state of separation and independence, would
render us a miserable people. That our importance,
our interests, our peace, required that we should con-
federate, and that mutual sacrifices should be made
to effect a compromise of this difficult question. He
was of opinion .the smaller Colonies would lose their
rights, if they were not in some instances allowed an
equal vote, and therefore, that a discrimination should
take place among the questions which would come
befere Congress. That. the smaller States should
be secured in all questions concerning life or liberty,
and the greater ones in all respecting property. He
therefore' proposed, that in votes relating to money,
the voice of each colony should be proportioned to
the number of its inhabitants.

Doctor Franklin thought, that the votes should be
so proportioned in all cases. He took notice that the

VoL. 1.—3

.
‘ ; .

o b






1776 .] DEBATES. ° 35

among ourselves. If an equal vote be.refused, the
smaller States will'become vassals to the larger; and
all experience has shown that the vassals and sub-
jects of free States are the most enslaved. He in-
stanced the Helots of Sparta and the provinces of
Rome. He observed that foreign powers, discovering
this blemish, would make it a handle for disengaging
the smaller States from so unequal a confederacy.
That the Colonies should in fact be considered as
individuals; and that as such, in all disputes, they
should have an equal vote. 'That they are now col-
lected as individuals making a bargain with each
other, and of course had a right to vetg as individ-

uals. That in the East India Company they voted

by persons and not by their proportion of stock.
That the Belgic confederacy voted by provinces.
That in questions of .war the smaller States were
as much interested as the larger, and therefore
should vote equally; and indeed that the larger
States were more likely to bring war on the con-
federacy, in proportion as their frontier was more
extensive. He admitted that equality of representa-
tion was an excellent principle; but then it must be
of things which are co-ordinate; that is, of things
similar, and of the same nature: that nothing rela-
ting to individuals could ever come before Congress,
nothing but what would respect Colonies. . He dis-
tinguished between an incorporating and a federal
union. The union of England was an incorporating
one; yet Scotland had suffered by that union: forits
inhabitants were drawn from it by the hopes of places
and employments. Nor was it an instance of equal-
ity of representation; because, while Scotland was
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all those reasons which prove the justice and expe-
diency of equal representatlon in other assemblies,
hold good here. It has been objected, that a propor-
tional vote will endanger the smaller States, We

answer, that an equal vote will endanger ﬂ?i&rger '

Virginia, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts are the
three greater Colonies. Consider their distance, their
difference of produce, of interest and manners, and it
is apparent they can never have an interest or incli-
nation to combine. for the oppression .of the smaller.
That the smaller will naturally divide on all ques.
tions with the larger. 'Rhode Island, fr@ its rela-

tion, similarity and intercourse, will geMlly pursue _

the same objects with Massachusetts; Jessey: Dela-
ware and Maryland, with Pennsylvania. N
Doctor Rush took notice, that the decay of the
liberties of the Dutch Republic proceeded from three
causes: 1st. The perfect unanimisy ‘geqlisite on all
occasions. 2d. Their obligation to consult their con-
stituents. 3d. Their voting by provinces. - This last
destroyed the equality of representation; and the
liberties of Great Britain also are sinking from the
same defect. That a part of our rights are deposited
in the hands of our legislatures: there it was admit-
ted there should be an equality of representation.
Another part of our rights is deposited in the hands
of Congress: why is it not equally necessary there
should be an equal representation there? Were it
possible to collect the whole body of the people to-
gether, they would determine the questions submitted
to them, by their majority. Why sliould not the
same majority decide, when voting here by their re-
presentatives? The larger Colonies are so providen-
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which are referred to Congress, we are not so many -

States; we are one large- State. We lay aside
our individuality whenever we come here. The
Germanic body is a burlesque’on government; and
their practice on any point is a sufficient authority
and proof thatitis wrong. 'The greatest imperfection
in the constitution of the Belgic confederacy is their
voting by provinces. The interest of the whole is
constantly sacrificed to that of the small States.
The history of the war m the reign of Queen Anne
sufficiently proves this. It is asked, shall nine colq-
nies put it into the power of four to govern them as

they please? 1 invert the question, and ask shall
two million of people put it into the power of < one mil-

lion to govern them as they please? It is pretended
too, that the smaller colonies will be in danger from
the greater. Speak in honest language,-and say the
minority will be in danger from the majority. And
is there an assembly on earth where this danger may
not be équally pretended? The truth is, that our
proceedings will then be consentaneous with the in-
terests of the majority; and so they ought to be.
The probability is much greater, that the larger States
will disagree, than that they will combine. I defy
the wit of man to invent a possible case, or to sug-
gest any one thing on earth which shall be for the
interest of Virginia, Pennsylvania and Massachusetts,
and which will not be for the interest also of the

other States.!
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LETTERS,

PRECEDING THE DEBATES OF 1783.

<

TO 'rnoms mmnsou"‘

. - Philadelphia, March 7, 1780;
DEAR Sir,
Nothing under the title of news has occurred gince
I wrote last week By express, except that the enemy

on the first of Manch remained in the neighbourhoad of

Charleston, in the same posture as when the prece-
ding account came away. From the best intelligence .

from that quarter, there seems to be great encourage-
ment to hqpe that Clinton’s operations will be again
frustrated. ‘Our great apprehensions at present flow
from a vgry different quarter. Among the various
conjunctures of alarm and distress which have
arisen in the course of the Revolution, it is with pain
I afirm to you, sir, that no one can be singled out
more truly critical than the present Our army
threatened with an immediate alternative of disband-

ing or living on free quarter; the public treasury
empty; pablic credit exhausted, nay the private

credit of purchasing agents employed, I am told, as -

far as it will bear; Congress complaining of the ex-
tortion of the people; the people of the improvidence
of Congress; and the army of both; our affairs re-
quiring the most mature and systematic measures,

IERE—
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y and the urgency of ocoaswns ad;mttmg only of tem-

* " +  porizing expedients, and these expedients generating

new difficulties; Qongkas recommending plans to

the several States for execution, apd the States sepa-

rately rejudging the expediency of such plans, where:

Dby the same distrust of concurrent exertions that has

dapped the ardor of patriotic individuals must pro-

. duce the same-effect anfong the States themselves;

+ an-old" system of finance discarded as inoompetent

*® '~ to our necessities, an untried and precarious one

) substituted, and a total stagmﬂonmptm[kctbe-

tween the end of the former and the opuatlon of

<the latter. Thesepeﬂxeoutlm@ of the picture

of our publit situation.”"I leave*it to your own
mgmanon to fill them up.  Believe, mq 8ir, as

thingu now stand, if the States do not vigorgusly

pro‘oeed' i collecting the old money, and establish-

: ing fands for the credit of the new, tha we aré un-

- ¢ done; and let them be ever so expeditious in doing

this, still the intermediate distress to our army, and

hindrance to public affairs, are a subject of melan-

choly reflection. General Washington writes that a

failure of bread has already commenced in the army;

and that, for any thing he sees, it must unavoidably

increase. Meat they have only for a short season;

.. and as the whole dependence is on provisions now

to be procured, without a shilling for the purpose,

and without credit for a shilling, I look forward

with the most pungent apprehensions. It will be

attempted, I believe, to purchase a few supplies

with loan-office certificates; but whether they will

be received i8 perhaps far from heing certain; and

if received will certainly be a most expensive and
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ruinous oxpednent It if Rot; mthout some reluc&-
ance I trusé this. mforqatmn 1o a eonveyancg by
post, but I know of ne- bettet at present, and I con- |

ceive it to- be. abeglutely necegsary $0 be known to
those who are jmost able, qd,malous to cqnmbute
to the pubhc -heﬂ gp . .

. . ' ” > .’ &
l'____&' ;. & - -
. o - , ‘Y "
! e TO THOMARJEFFE o
: s ‘ : o . & - .
A e a. . -=‘rmddpu-._ﬁy'"q 170,
Dnn'Sm, R A

F am - apkythatlmgﬁeypmotbertéeonnt- '

of our public sxttﬁtlon,than'that it,oonﬁnuea equilly
perplexed apd alarming as when I lately gave you a -
sketch of it. Our army has as yet beén'kept fromr *
starving, and publi¢ measyres from total Stagnation,-
by draugh®s. ga the States for the unpaid requisijoiss.

The, great amount of - thgge you» may judge of from. .

the share‘that has fallen to Virginia. 'The discharge
of debts due from the purchasing departinents has
absorbed a great proportlon of them, and very large
demdhds still remain; ‘As soon as the dgatightsamount
to the whole of the monthly requisitions up to the
' end of March, they must cease, according to the new =
scheme of finance. 'We must then depend:wheliyon
theemmmonstobemadempummceofthatschane
which can only be #pplied as the old emissions: aye
collected and destroyed Should this not be done gs
fast as the current expenmditures require, or should
the new emissions fall into a course of depreciation,
both of which may but too justly be feared, a most
melancholy erisis must take place. A punctual com-

» ."l

so
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permanent resource, and scarce even a momentary
one left, but in the prompt and vigorous supplies of
the States. 'The- State of Pennsylvania has it in her
power to give great relief in the present crisis, and a
recent act of her legislature shows, they are deter-
mined to make the most of it. I understand they
have invested the Executive with a dictatorial ==
authority from which nothing but the Aves of their
citizens are exempted. I hope the good resulting
from it will be such as to!ompensate for the risk of:
the precedent.

TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Philadalphis, June £3, 1760.

DEAR SIr, ' .

The fact is conﬁrmed that Clinton has returned to
New York with part of the Southern army, and has
joined Kniphausen. They are at present manceuver-
ing for purposes not absolutely known, but most pro-
bably in order to draw General Washington to an
action, in which they suppose he might be disabled
from giving the necessary co-operation to the French
armament. Could they succeed in drawing him from
his strong position, the result indeed ought to be ex-
ceedingly feared. He is weak in numbers beyond all
suspicion, and under as great apprehension from
famine as from the enemy. Unless very speedy and
extensive reinforcements are received from the East-
ern States, which I believe are exerting themselves,
the issue of the campaign must be equally disgraceful
to our councils and disgustful to our allies. Our

VoL. L— |
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easily determined. From the sentiments of the most
intelligent persons which have come to my know-
ledge, I own I am pretty sanguiné that they will see
the necessity of closing the Union, in too strong a
light to oppose the only expedient that can accom-
plish it. | |

Another circumstance, that ought greatly to en-
courage us under disappointed expettations from the
campaign, is the combination of the maritime powers
in support of their neutral rights, 'and particularly
the late.insolent and provoking violation of those
rights by the English ships at St. Martin’s. It is not .
probable that the injured will be satisfied without
reparations and acknowledgments which the pride
of Britain will not submit to; and if she can once
be embroiled in an altercation with so formidable a
league, the result must necessarily be decisive in our
favor. Indeed it is not to be suppesed, after the
amazing resources which have been seen in Great
Britain, when not only deprived of, but opposed by,
her ancient Colonies, and the success of the latter
in resisting for so long a time the utmost ®xertion of
these resources’against her, that the maritime powers,
who appear to be so jealous of their rights, will ever
suffer an event to take place which must very soon
expose them to be trampled on at the pleasure of
Great Britain.

TO JOSEPH JONES. .
Philadelphia, September 19, 1780.
DEAR SIR,
Yesterday was employed by Congress in discussmg
the resolutions you-left with them. The first and
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easily determined. From the sentiments of the most
intelligent persons which have come to my know-
ledge, I own I am pretty sanguine that they will see
the necessity of closing the Union, in too strong a
light to oppose the only expedient that can accom-
plish it. |

Another circumstance, that ought greatly to en-
courage us under disappointed expectations from the
campaign, is the combination of the maritime powers
in support of their neutral rights, ‘and particularly
the late.insolent and provoking violation of those
rights by the English ships at St. Martin’s. It is not
probable that the injured will be satisfied without
reparations and acknowledgments which the pride
of Britain will not submit to; and if she can once
be embroiled in an altercation with so formidable a
league, the result must necessarily be decisive in our
favor. Indeed it is not to be suppesed, after the
amazing resources which have been seen in Great
Britain, when not only deprived of, but opposed by,
her ancient Colonies, and the success of the latter
in resisting for so long a time the utmost exertion of
these resources'against her, that the maritime powers,
who appear to be 8o jealous of their rights, will ever
suffer an event to take place which must very soon
expose them to be trampled on at the pleasure of
Great Britain.

TO JOSEPH JONES. .
Philadelphia, September 19, 1780.
DEAR SIr,
Yesterday was employed by Congress in discussmg
the resolutions you-left with them. The first and
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and boundaries of New Hampsghire and New York,
Congress have bound themselves wo strongly by their
own act toﬂbring it to an issue at'this time, and are
pressed by New York so closely with this engage-
ment, that it is not possible any longer to try evasive
expedients. For my own part, if a final decision
must take place, I am clearly of opinion that it ought
to be made on principles that will effectually dis-
countenance the erection of new Governments with-
out the sanction of proper authority, and in a style
marking a due fitmness and decision in Congress.

L ]
-

TO JOSEPH JONES.

_ Philadelphia, Octoher 17, 1780.
DEARr Sin; »

The post having failed to arrive this week, I am
deprived of the pleasure of acknowledging a line
from you.

Congress have at length been brought to a final
consideration of the clause relating to Indian pur-
chases, [by the land companies.] It was debated
very fully and . particularly, and was, in the result,
lost by a division of the House. Under the first im-
pression of the chagrin, I had determined to propose
to my colleagues to state the whole matter to the
Assembly, with all the circumstances and the rea-
sonings of the opponents 4o the rmeasure; but, on
cooler reflection, I think it best to leave the fact jn

your hands, to be made use of as your prudence may -’

suggest. I am the rather led to decline the first de-
termination, because I am pretty confident,” timt,
| .
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whatever the views of particular members might be,
it was neither therwish nor intention ofymany who
voted with them, to faver the purchasing tompanies.
Some thought such .an assuramce from Congress
unnecessary, because their receiving the lands from
the States as oacant and unappropriated, excluded
all individual claims, and because they had given a
general assurance that the cession should be applied
to the eommon berefit. Others supposed thet such
an assuranee might imply, that without it ,.Congress
. would have a right to dispose of tfie-lands in any
. manner they pléased, and that it might give umbrage
to the States claiming an exelusive jurisdiction over
them. All that now remains for the ceding States
to do, is to annex to their cessions the express con-
ditien, that no private claims be complied with by
Congress. Perhaps it wodl not be going too far;
by Virginia, who is so deeply concerned, to make
it a condition of the grant, that no such claim be
admitted even within the grants of others, because,
when they are given tip to Congress, she is interested
in them as much as others, and it might so happen,
. that the benefit of all other grants, except her own,
might be transferred from the public to a few land-
mongers. I cannot help adding, however, that I
hope this incident in Congress will not discourage
any measures of the Assembly, which would other-
wise have been taken [for the object] of ratifying
the Confederation. Undér the cautions I have sug-
gested, they may still be taken with perfect security.
Congress have promoted Col. Morgan to the rank
of a Brigadier, on the representations ip favor of it
frdn Governors Rutledge, and Jefferson, and General

-
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Gates. The latter is directed-to be made a subject
ofa Courtof Inquiry, and (General Washington is to
send a successor into the Southern department. The
new arrangement of the army,sent to the General
for his revision, has brought from-him many judicious
and valuable observations on the subject, which,
with the arrangement, are in the handsofacom-
mittee.’ -

-ﬁ-‘ s -

TO JOSEPH JONES.

- Pmadelpm, October, .
DEAR SIR, :

I wish it was in my power to enableyoutosatwfy
the uneasiness of people with respeet to the disap-
pointment in foreign su@bours. I am sensible of the
advantage which our secret enemies takeof it. Iam
persuaded also that those who ought to be acquaint-
ed with the cause are sensible of it ; and as they give
no intimations on the subject, it is to be inferred that
they are unable to give any that would prevent the

mischief. It is so delicate a subject, that, with 80

little probability of succeeding, it would perhaps be
hardly prudent to suggest it. As soon as any solu-
tion comes out you shall be furnished with it.

- We continue to receive periodical alarms from
the commissary’s and quarter-master’s departments.
The season is now arrived when provision ought to be
made for a season that will not admit of transporta-
tion, and when the monthly supplies must be subject
to infinite disappointments, even if the States were

to do their duty. But instead of magazines belng
|
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-»

alone is inadequate to our situation. You know as
well as I do, how far we ought to rely on loans to
supply the defect of it. Specific taxes, as far as they
go, are a valuable fund, but from local and other dif:
ficulties will. never be universally and sufficiently
adopted: purchases with State money or certificates
will be substituted. In order to. prevent this evil,
and to ensure the supplies, therefore, I would propose,
that they be diffused and proportioned -among - the
peaple as accurately as circumstances will -admit;

that they be impressed with vigor and impartiality;
and paid for in certificates not transferable, and to be
redeemable, at. some period subsequent to the war, at
specie value, and ‘bearing an iutermediate .interest.
The advantage of such a scheme is this, that it would
anticipate -during the. war the future revenues of
peace, as our enemies and all other modérn nations
do. It would be compelling the people to lend the
public their commodities, as people elsewhere lend
their money to purchase commodities. It would be
a permanent resource by which the war might be
supported as long as the earth should yield its in-
crease. 'This plan differs frem specific taxes in this,
that as an equivalent is given for what is received,
much less nicety would be.requisite in apportioning
the supplies among the people, and they would -be
taken in places where they are most wanted. It
differs from the plan of paying for supplies in State
emissions or eommon certificates, in this, that the lat-
ter produce all the evils of a redundant medium,
whereas the former, not being transferable, cannot
have that effect, and moreover do not require the
same degree of taxes durmg the war.

Vor. 1.—4*






Nno means prone to it, although there may be indivi-
duals on both’ ndeswhowould})oth msh and en-
deavour it.

Congress have just finisted an estimate of supplies
for the ensuing year, requiring of the States the value
of six millions of dollars in specie. The principal
part of the requisition consists of specific articles, the
residue of specie or the new emissions, receivable as
specie. If the States fulfil this plan punctually, thete .
is no doubt that we shall go' smoothly through an-
other campaign; and if they would forbear recurring
to State emissions and certificates, in procuring the
supplies, it may become a permnanent and effectual
mode of cairying on the war. But past expenence
will not permit our expectations to be very sanguine.
The collection and transportation of specific supplies
must necessarily be tedious and subject to casualties;
and the proceedings. of separate popular bodies must
add greatly to the uncertainty and delay. The ex-
pense attending the mode is of itself a sufficient ob-
jection to it, if money could by any possible device
be provided in due quantity. 'The want of this arti-
cle is the source of all our public difficulties and mis-
fortunes. One dr two millions of guineas properly
applied, would diffuse vigor and satisfaction through-
out the whole military depaitments, and would expel
the enemy from every part of the United States. It
would also have another good eflect. It would re-
concile the army and every body else to our republi-
can forms of government; the principal inconye-
niences which are imputed to them being really the
fruit of defective revenues. What other States effect
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greatest hopes of being able to feed them are.founded
on a patriotic scheme of the opulent mexchants of
this city, who have already subscribed ne:ﬂy £ ,
and will very soon complete that sum, the immediate
object of which is to pr6cure and transpert to the
army ~ rations, and three hundred
hogsheads of rum. Congress, for the support of this
bank, and for the secumy and indemnification of the
subscribers, have- pledged the. faith of the United
States, and agreed .to deposit bills of exchange in
Europe to the amount of £150,000 sterling, which
are not, however, to be made use of, unless other
means of discharging this debt should be inadequate.

0 nnmmn mnmLE-mN

" Philadelphia, Sep(unber 12, 1790.
DEAR SIR,

Congress have at length entered seriously on
a plan for finally ratifying the Confederation. Con-
vinced of the necessity ‘of such a measure, to repress
the hopes with which the probable issue of the cam-
paign will inspire our enemy, as well as to give
greater authority and vigor to our public councils,
they have recommended, in the most pressing terms,
to the States claiming unappropriated back lands, to
cede a liberal portion of them for the general benefit.
As these exclusive claims formed the only obstacle
with Maryland, there is no doubt that a compliance
with this recommendation will bring her into the
Confederation. How far the States holding the back
lands may be disposed to give them up, cannot be so
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easily determined. From the sentiments of the most
intelligent persons which have come to my know-
ledge, I own I am pretty sanguiné that they will see
the necessity of closing the Union, in too strong a
light to oppose the only expedient that can accom-
plish it. |

Another circumstance, that ought greatly to en-
courage us under disappointed expectations from the
campaign, is the combination of the maritime powers
in support of their neutral rights, 'and particularly
the late.insolent and provoking violation of those
rights by the English ships at St. Martin’s. It is not
probable that the injured will be satisfied without
reparations and acknowledgments which the pride
of Britain will not submit to; and if she can once
be embroiled in an altercation with so formidable a
league, the result must necessarily be decisive in our
favor. Indeed it is not to be -suppesed, after the
amazing resources which have been seen in Great
Britain, when not only deprived of, but opposed by,
her ancient Colonies, and the success of the latter
in resisting for so long a time the utmost exertion of
these resources’against her, that the maritime powers,
who appear to be 8o jealous of their rights, will ever
suffer an event to take place which must very soon
expose them to be trampled on at the pleasure of
Great Britain.

TO JOSEPH JONES. o

Philadelphia, September 19, 1780.
DEAR SIR,
Yesterday was employed by Congress in discussmg

the resolutions you-left with them. The first and
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reduce its quantity and keep eaa demand for it.
The immediate cause of .this efent is said to have
been the sudden conversion of -a -large quantity of
peper into specie, by some tories latély ordered into
agile by-this State. - Itlshtpresentontlﬂﬁﬂ,ahd
I'am told the merchants: Lave associated to b

down and fix it at 75. - The: fate of thqpewx

is.a8 yet suspended. - mbuttoomuch reason,
wever; to fear. that follow: the fate of the

old. According to the arrangement -aow. in force, it .

would seem impossible for it“to rise above ome for

forty. The resolutions of Congress which ejstablish

thatreluhonbetwemthetwo kinds of paper, must de-
stroy the equality of :the new with-specie, unless the ,
old can be kept down at forty for one. ' In New Jemey,
I.am told, the Legislature has lately empowered the
Executive to regulate the exchange between the two
papers, acoording . to the exchange between the old
and the new, in order to preserve the equality of the
latter with specie. ' 'Phe issue of this experiment is
of consequence, and may throw light perhaps on our
paper finance. The only infallible remedy, whilst
we cannot command specie, for the pecuniary em-
barrassments we labor under, will, after all, be found

to be a punctual collection of the taxes required by

I hope you will not forget to call the attention of
the Assembly, as early as the preparations for de-
fence will admit, to the means of ratifying the Con-
federation, [by a cession of territory,] nor to remind
it of the conditions which prudence requires should

be annexed to any territorial cession that may be-

agreed on. I-do not believe there is any serious de-

®
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[on the seventeenth,] in a form equally satisfactory.
I did not suppose that any thing further would be
done on the subject, at least till further intelligence
should arrive from Mr. Jay. It now appears that I
was mistaken. 'The Delegates from Georgia and
South Carolina, apprehensive that a uti possidetis
may be obtruded on the belligerent powers by the
armed neutrality in Europe, and hoping that the ac-
cession of Spain to the alliance will give greater con-
cert and success to the military operations that may
be pursued for the recovery of their States, and like-
wise add weight to the means that may be used
for obviating a uti possidetis, have moved* for a re-
consideration of the instructions in order to empow-
er Mr. Jay, in case of necessity, to yield to the claims
of Spain in consideration of her guaranteeing our °
independence, and affording us a handsome subsidy.
The expediency of such a motion is further urged,
from the dangerous negociations now on foot, by
British emissaries, for detaching Spain from the
war. Wedneaday last was assigned for the consid-
eration of this motion, and it has continued the order
of the day ever since, without being taken up.
What the fate of it will be I do not predict; but,
whatever its own fate may be, it must do mischief
in its operation. It will not probably be concealed
that such a motion has been made and supported,
and the weight which our demands would derive
from unanimity and decision must be lost. I flatter
myself, however, that Congress will see the impro-
priety of sacrificing the acknowledged limits and

* See in the Appendix a full explanation of this subject in a letter from Mr.
M. 10 Hezekiah Niles, of January 8, 1833,

VoL. I1.—-5
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and have its proper effect; that if the instructions
from Virginia weretoberevmed, and their ultima-
tum reduced, it could not beconceuledmsopowlmn
an Assembly, and that every thing which our minis-
ter should be anthorised to yield, would be insisted
on; that Mr. Jay’s last despatches:encouraged us to
expect that Spain would not be inflexible if we were
so, that we might every day expect. to have more
satisfactory infonmation from him; that finally if it
should ‘be thought expedient . to listen to the preten-
sions of Spain, it would be best, before we took any
decisive step in the matter, to take the counsel of
those who best know the interests; and have the
greatest influence in the opinions, of our vonstituents;
that as you were both a member of Congress and
of the Legislature, and were now with the latter,
you would be an unexceptionable medium for effect-
ing this, and that I would wntetoyouforthepur-
pose by the first safe conveyance. .

These objections had not the weight with my
colleague which they had with me. He adhered to
his first determination, and has, I believe, sent the
letter above-mentioned by Mr. Walker, who will, I
suppose, soon forward it to. the Governor. You will
readily conceive the embarrassments this affair must
have cost me. All that I have to ask of you is; that
if my refusing to concur with my colleague in re-
commending to the Legislature a revision of -their
instructions should be misconstrued by any, you will
be 80 good as to place it in its true light ; and if you
agree with me as to the danger of giving express
power to concede, or the inexpediency of conceding,
that you will consult with gentlemen of the above
description, and acquaint me with the result.
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no imaginable danger could be feared from them-
selves, as there certainly could be none from the ef-
fect of the example on those who should remain in
bondage; experience having shewn that a freedman
immediately loses all attachment and sympathy with
his former fellow-slaves -

We have enclosed to the Governor a copy of an
act of the Legislature of Connecticut; ceding some
of their territorial claims to the United States, which
he will doubtless communicate to the Assembly.
They reserve the jurisdiction to themselves, and
clog the eession with some other conditions which
greatly depreciate it, and are the more extraordinary
as their title to the land is so controvertible a one.

The association of the merchants for fixing the
depreciation seems likely to prove a salutary mea-
sure; it reduced it from 90 and 100 to 75 atonce,
wlnch i its present current rate; although it is ob-
served that many of the retanlers elude the force of
it by raising the price in bard money.

TO JOSEPH JONES.

. Philadelphia, December 8, 1780,
DEAR SIR, '

-1 had yours of the twenty-fifth ultimo, by yester-
day’s post. I congratulate you on the deliverance
of our country from the distresses of actual invasion.
If any unusual forbearance has been shown by the
British commanders, it has proceeded rather I pre-
sume, from a possibility that they may some time or
other in the course of the war repossess what they
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us, that the steadiness of His (‘Jzattholic~ Majesty,is
entirely confided in by the French Ambassador, and
that the mysterious conduet of Mr. Cumberland and
of the Court of Spain towards him, seems to excite
no uneasiness in the Ambassador. . The letters add,
that, on the pressing remonstrances of France and
Spain, Portugal had agreed to shut her ports againat
English prizes, but that she persisted in her refusal
to accede to the armed neutrahty |

The receipt of the foregoing intelligence hu
awakened the attention of the Georgia delegates to
their motion, of which I informed you particularly
by Col. Grayson. It has lain, ever since it was made,
undisturbed on the table This morning is assigned
for the consideration of it, and I expect it will with-
out fail be takenup. I do not believe Congress will
adopt it without the express comcurrence of all the
States immediately interested. Both my principles
and my instructions will determine me to oppose it.
Virginia, and the United States in general, are too
deeply interested in the subject of controversy te
give it up,as leng as there is a possibility of retain-
ing it. And I have ever considered the mysterious
and reserved behaviour of Spain, particularly her
backwardness in the article of money, as intended
to alarm us into concessions, rather than as the ef-
fect of a real indifference to our fate or. to any alli-
ance with us. I am very anxious, notwithstanding,
to have an answer to my letter by Grayson.

-
SEEpES— !
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which confirmed her hopes of concession on our part.
Accounts received since my last, repSat her inflexi-
bility with regard to the object* in question between
us. It is indispensable that we should in some way
or other know the ultimate sense of our constituents
on this important matter.

Mr. Laurens is certainly in captiv'ity. An_u Iriah |
paper tells us he was committed to the Tower on the
sixth of October, under a warrant from the .three
Secretaries of State. Portugal has acceded to the
neutral league so far as to exclude the English from
the privileges her armed vessels have hitherto enjoy-
edin her ports. 'The Ariel, with Paul Jones, and the
clothing &c., on board, was dismasted a day or two
after she sailed, and obliged to put back into port.
If General Washington detaches no furt_her‘aid.to the
southward, it will -be owing to the reduction of his
force by the expiration of enlistments,. The Penn-
sylvania line is mostly engaged for the war, and will
soon form almost the whole of the army under lns
immediate command.

Mr. Sartine, it seems, has been lately removed
from the administration of the Naval Department, in
consequence of his disappointing the general hopes
formed from the great means put into his hands.
When it was mentioned to. me by Mr. Marbois, I
took occasion to ask whether the deception with
regard to the second division ought to be ultimately
charged upon him, observing to him the use the ene-
mies of the alliance bad made of that circumstance.
From the explanation that was given, I believe, the
blame rests upon his head, and that his removal was

® M'Mppi.

Vor. L—5*
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- & ° 10 JOSEPH JONES.
S Philadelphia, December 12, 1780.

Agreeably. to your favor of the second instant,
which came to hand yesterday, I shall send this to
Fredericksburg. I am sorry that either your own
health or that of your lady should oblige you to leave.
the Legislature before the principal business of the
session is finished. I shall be more sorry, if either of
these causes should disappoint my hopes of your.
return to Phlladelph:a at the promised time. I am
the more. anxious for your return, because I sup-
pose it will wpersedetheproposedmeamreofsend-
ing an Envoy to Congress on the business you men-
tion. If the facts are transmitted by the Speakerof
the Assembly or the Executive, may they net be laid
before Congress with as much eflicacy by the estab-
lished Representatives of the State as by a special
messenger? And will not the latter mode in some
measure imply a distrust in the former one, and
lower us in the eyes of Congress and the public?
The application to the Court of France has been
anticipated. Congress have even gone so far as to
appoint an Envoy Extraordinary to solicit the neces-
sary aids. Colonel Laurens was invested yesterday
with that office. I leave the measure to your own
reflection. How far it may be expedient to urge
Spain to assist us, before she is convinced of the rea-
sonableness of our pretensions, ought to be well
weighed before it be tried. 'The liberty we took in
drawing on her for money, excited no small astonish-
ment, and probably gave an idea of our distress,
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any such change of opinion should have happened,
and it is now the sense of the State, that an alliance
with Spain ought to be purchased, even at the price
of such a cession, if it cannot be obtained on better
terms, it is evidently necessary that we should be
authorized to concur in it. It will also be expedient
for the Legislature to instruct us in the most explicit
terms, whether any, and what, extent of territory, on
the east side of the Mississippi, and within the limits
of Virgitila, is, in any event, to be yielded to Spain
as the price of an alliance with her. Lastly, it is our
earnest wish to know what steps it is the pleasure of
our constituents we should take, in case we should be
instructed in no _event to concede the claims of Vir-
ginia, either -to terrifory or to the navigation of the
above-mentioned river, and Congress should, without
their concurrence, agree to such concession.

We have made use of the return of the Honorable
Mr. Jones to North Carolina, to transmit this to your
Excellency, and we request that you will imme-
diately communicate it to the General Assembly.

We have the honor to be, with the most perfect
respect and esteem, your Excellency’s most obedient
and humble servants.

JAMES MADISON, JUNIOR, :
TrEODORICE BLAND.
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tion, or may be rescinded if real. Thi8 went by W.
Jones, Esquire, on his return to North Carolina, who,
I suppose, will not be at Richmond till nearly Christ-
mas. I wish it could have reached the Assembly
before your leaving it.

TO EDMUND PENDLETON.
Philadelphia, January 9th, 1781,
DEAR SIR, |

I have again the pleasure to begin with acknow-
ledging the receipt of a favor from you, that of the
first having come to hand yesterday.

On Thirsday last, Congress were informed by
General Potts and Colonel Johnston, who came ex-
presses for the purpose, that a -general mutiny had
broken out on the morning of the New Year’s day,in
the Pennsylvania line, which was cantoned near
Morristown, apart from the rest of the army. Every
effort was made by the officers to stifle it in its in-
fancy, but without effect. Several of them fell vic-
tims to the fury of the mutineers. 'The next infor-
mation came from General Wayne, who wrote from
Princeton, whither the troops had marched in regular
order on their way to Philadelphia, as they gave out,
with a determination not to lay down their arms, nor
to return to their obedience till a redress of griev-
ances should be obtained. They suffered none of
their officers to be among them except General Wayne
and Colonels Steuart and Butler, and these they kept
under close guard, but in every other respect treated
with the utmost decorum. The grievances com-
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with his guide over to the President®f this State;
who placed them under the custody of his light-horse.
This circumstance not only presages a fortunate idsue
to the mutiny, but is such a proof of attachment to
the country in the most trying situation, as must
effectually repress the joy and encouragement which
the enemy had taken from this threatening event.
The late detachment from New York, which a letter
from Fredericksburg says is in the Chesapeake, is
about one thousand six hundred strong, and com-
manded by Arnold. -

TO EDMUND PENDLETON.

Philadelphia, January 16, 1781,

DEAR Sm,
I was very glad at not being disappointed in my

expectation of a favor from you by yesterday’s post.
Several reports, in quick succession, of the arrival
and progress of the predatory band under Arnold,
had rendered us exceedingly anxious to hear the
truth and particulars of the matter. Some letters,
by the post, tell us that the Governor and Baron
Steuben were wholly engaged in removing and se-
curing the arms and ammunition. If so, he was better
employed than in writing to Congress on the subject,
which, from his usual punctuality, was expegted.
The enterprise against Richmond, at this season,
was certainly an audacious one, and strongly marks
the character which directed it. Hawing been long
sensible that the security of the country, as high up
as tide-water reaches, has been owing more to the
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You ask me what I think of the Delegate Extra-
ordinary to .Congress? I wish you had told me
what you think of such an appointment. It-is
pretty certain,-I believe, that people in general will
not consider it as a*proof of confidence in the ordi-
nary delegation. As Mr. Jones, who, I believe, pos-
sesses the confidence of his couptry, and, I am sure,
will have as much weight in Congress as any man
that will be sent on such an occasion, will come
about the same time, and, having attended the Legls-
lature, will be as well informed in* every point of
view, I cannot deny that the appointment appears
to me to be, at least, a supernumerary one. I wish
the good effects of it may show that I am mistaken.

The trade of this city has just suffered a very ,
severe blow. No less tham seven fine vessels have
been taken out of an outward bound fleet, and car-
ried into New York. . |

The emissary from Clinton, and his guide, were
executed on Saturday morning last. .

COPY OF A PAPER IN THE HAND WRITING QF JOSEPH JONES,
AMONG THE LETTERS TO HIM FROM MR. MADISON.

The paper is endorsed * Copy of a letter to Pendleton,

Wathe, Jefferson,” but it does not agpear by whem
the letter was written* R is without date; but

must have been drawn up just after the acccession
of Maryland to the Articles of Confederation.’

DEAR SIR,
Maryland having subscribed the Articles of Con-

s ' Probably, General Washington” is noted on the paper in the hand wrmng
of Mr. Madison.—Editor.

VoL. 1.—6







1781.] CORRESPONDENCE. 83

gary for the publi¢ expense, and oblige themselves
to furnish their proportions agreeably to the mode
prescribed; they also yield the right of fixing the
quotas of men for the common defence, which shall
be binding; but no mode is stated how a disobedient
or delinquent State is to be compelled to furnish the
one or the other, and for want of this controlling
power in Congress over the States, when refractory,
war cannot be prosecuted with vigor, and the safety
of the whole is endangered, besides the hardship and
injustice to those that comply, and the prolongation
of the war by such delinquencies. If] in surrender-
ing the right of fixing the proportions, the power of
compelling obedience is implied, how, or by what
mode, ought the refractory to be punished ; by shut-
ting the ports—by marching an armed force into the
State—by deprivation of privileges, or in what other
mode? These are nice and delicate questions, but
are necessarily involved in the inquiry, and I men-
tion them with freedom, in hopes you will as freely
give me your sentiments upon them. I feel myself
more particularly impelled to do this, not only:from
you, but a few others, of my acquaintance, of whose
abilities and' judgments I wish to avail myself upon
this and similar occasions, because, by a resolution
of our Legislature of the twenty-fourth of Decem-
ber, 1779, the point of enforcing obedience to requi-
gsitions seems to have been agitated and censured.
It would give me concern should it be thought of
me that I am desirous of enlarging the powers of
Congress unnecessarily, as I declare to God, my
only aim is the general good, and which, in time of
war, does appear to me to be irvolved in the exer-
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will be attempted, in the first instance, in the chan-
nel of the Quartermaster’s department, and, if it
cannot be effected in that mode, without delay, we
propose to engage private wagons for the purpose,
on the credit of the State. Should the latter alter-
native be embraced, I find it will be necessary to
stipulate instantaneous payment, from the Treasury,
on the arrival of the wagons at Richmond, in specie
or old continental currency to the real amount thereef.
I mention this circumstance that you may be pre-
pared for it. The expense of the transportation will
be between five and six hundred pounds, Virginia
money. The exchange between specie and the old
paper, at present, is about one hundred and thirty-
five for one. o
The Delegates having understood that the refu-
gees taken by Captain Tilley, on his return to New-
port from the Chesapeake, consisted chiefly of persons
who formerly lived in Virginia, some of whom were
traitors who deserved exemplary punishment, and
others vindictive enemies to the State, thought pro-
per to make the inclosed application to the French
Minister. By conversation I have since had with
him on the subject, I doubt whether it will be deem-
ed consistent with their general rules of conduct, to
give up, to be punished as malefactors, any of the
captives made by their fleet, which does not serve,
like their land army, as an auxiliary to the forces of
the United States. If these persons had been taken
by their land forces, which serve as auxiliaries under
the Commander-in-Chief, it seems there would have
been no difficulty in the case. However, the appli-
cation will certainly prevent the exchange or release
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The expediency, however, of making the proposed
application to the States, will depend on tHe proba-
bility of their complying with it. If they should
refuse, Congress will be in a worse situation than at
present; for as the Confederation now stands, and
according to the nature even of alliances much less
intimate, there is an implied right of coercion againgt
the delinquent party, and the exercise of it by Con-
gress, whenever a palpable necessity occurs, will
probably be acquiesced in.

It may be asked, perhaps, by what means Con-
gress could exercise such a power, if the States were
to invest them with it. As long as there is a regu-
lar army on foot, a small detachment from it, acting
under civil authority, would at any time render a
voluntary contribution of supplies due from a State,
an eligible alternative. But there is a still more
easy and efficacious mode. The situation of most
of the States is such, that two or three vessels of
force employed against their trade will make it
their interest to yield prompt obedience to all just
requisitions on them. With respect to those States
that have little or no foreign trade of their own, it .
is provided that all inland trade with such States as
supply them with foreign merchandize may be inter-
dicted, and the concurrence of the latter may be
enforced, in case of refusal, by operations on their
foreign trade.

There is a collateral ‘'reason which interests the
States who are feeble in maritime resources, in such
a plan. If a naval armament was considered as the
proper instrument of general government, it would
be, both preserved in a respectable state in time of
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of power should be explicitly and precisely warranted,
and, on the other, that the penal consequences of a_
violation of duty sholild be clearly promulged and
understood: And whereas it is further declared by
the said '13th Article of the Confederation, that no
addition shall be made to the articles thereof, unless
the same shall be agreed to in a Congress of the
United States, and be afterwards confirmed by. the
Legislatures of every State: The United States'tn
Congress assembled, having seriously and'maturely
deliberated on these considerations, and being desirous
as far as possible to cement and invigorate the Federal
Union, that it may be both established on the most
immutable basis, and be the more effectual for secur-
ing the immediate object of it, do hereby agree and
recommend to the Legislatures of .every State, to
confirm and to authorize their Delegates in Congress
to subscribe the following clause as an additional
article to the thirteen Articles of Confederation andp -

perpetual union : | .
It is understood and hereby declared, that in case

any one or more of the confederated States shall re- Py .

fuse or neglect to abide by the determinations of the ¥

United States in Congress assembled, and to observe

all the Articles of Confederation as required by the:

13th Article, the said United States in Congress as-

sembled, are fully authorized to employ the force of

the United States, as well by sea as by land, to com-

pel such State or States to fulfil their federal engage-

ments; and particularly to make distraint on any of

the effects, vessels, and merchandizes of such State

or States, or of any of the citizens thereof, wherever

found, and to prohibit and prevent their trade and
Vor. 1.—6*
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Governor Harrison. I ap glad to find your ideas
correspond so exactly with those I had advanced on
the subject. The legislative. :power over captures,
and the judiciary in the last resort, are clearly vested
in Congress by the Confederation. But the judiciary
power in the first instance, not being delegated, is as

clearly reserved to the Admiralty Courts of the par- «

ticular States within which the captures are made.
Captures made on the high seas must fall within the
jurisdiction of the State into which it shall please the
captor to carry them. It will be sufficient, I believe,
to insert in the.instructions to privateers, a clause for
preventing the grievance complained of by North
Carolinm The anger of Mx. Burke was erroneous in
its principle, as well as intemperate in its degree.
The offender being an officer of Congress, and not of
Virginia, Congress, and not Virginia, should have
been resorted to for redress.

On a consultation before Doctor Lee leﬂ us, it was
determined that we ought to renew our attempts to
obtain from Congress a decision on the cession of
Virginia, before the meeting of the Legislature, The _
attempt was accordingly made, and produced all the
perplexing and dilatory objections which its adver-
saries could devise. An indisposition of the Presi-
dent, * which suspended the vote of Maryland, fur-
nished an argument for postponing, which it was
prudent to yield to, but which is now removed by the
arrival of Mr. Wright, a new Delegate from that
State. We shall call again on Congress for a simple
answer in the affirmative or the negative, without
going into any unnecessary discussions on the point

* He was one of the Maryland Delegates.
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n e
opinion of his brethren as go be silent. Mr. Lee en- .
tered fully into the policy of keeping the wite of Ver-
mont out of Congress. s

The refugees from New York have lately perpe-
trated one of the most daring and flagrant acts that
has occurred in the course of the war. A captain of
militia of New Jersey, who unfortunately fell a cap-
tive into their hands, was carried to New York, con-
fined successively in different prisons, and treated
with every mark of insult and cruelty; and finally
brought over to the Jerseys, and in cold blood hanged.
A label was left on his breast, charging him with
having murdered one of their fraternity, and denounc-
ing a like fate to others.. The charge has been dis-
proved by unexceptionable testimony. A number
of respectable people of New Jersey have, by a me-
morial, called aloud on the Commander-in-Chief for
retaliation; in consequence of which he has, in the
most decisive terms, claimed of Sir Henry Clinton a
delivery of the offenders up te justice, as the only
means of averting the stroke of vengeance from the
innocent head of a captive officer of equal rank to
the Jersey captain. 'The answer of Clinton was
not received when General Washington despatched
a state of the transaction to Congress.

TO THOMAS JEFFERSON.

Philadelphia, May 5, 1781.

In compliance with your request, I have procured
and now send you a copy of the Constitutions, &e.,
published by order of Congress. I know not why
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ments, it is not to be expested that individuals either
in Europe or America will confide in #hpm. The
second objection you mentlomwas also a sabject of .
much .discussion in Congress On one side it was
contended that the powers incident to the collectidbn
of a duty on trade were in their natyrg so municipal,
and in their operation so irritative, that it was im-.
probable that the States could be prevailed on to
part with them; and that, consequently, it would be
most prudent to ask from the States nothing more
than the duty itself, to be collected by State officers,
and paid to a Continental Recciver; and not the
right of collecting it by ofhicers of Congress. On the
opposite side it was urged, that as Congress would be
held responsiblesfor the public debts, it was necessary,
and would be expected, that the fund granted fqr
discharging them should be exclusively and inde-
pendently in their hands; that if the collectors were
under the control of the States, the urgency of their
wants would be econstantly diverting the revenue
from its proper destination; that if the States were
willing to give up the thing itself, it was not likely
they would cavil at any form that would be most
effectual ; that the term proposed might be gecon-
ciled with their internal jurisdictions, by annexing to
the office of collector all the powers incident thereto,
and leaving to Congress the right of appointing the
officer. How far it may be best to appoint the esta-
blished naval officer, I am not prepared to say; but
should that be found to be the case, they will exer-
cise their new functions, not as naval officers of the
State, but as invested with a separate commission
by Congress, in such manner that in the former
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the enemy; and lastly, gerhaps, the jealous policy of

some of the little States, which hope that such a *
precedent may engender a division ef some of the .

large ones, are the circumstances which will -deter-

mine the concurrence of Congress in this affair. *

2. | .
———— e ®
TO EDMUND PENDLETON.
" Philadelphis 3, 1”81

Dear Sm, | Pl Sepember %, 1

I am favored with yours of the 27th ultimo. This -
letter will be the most agreeable of any I have long “
had the pleasure of writing. I begin with informing
you that the Gontimander-in-Chief and the €ount Ro-
chambeau,—the former with a part of the American,
army, and the latter with the whole of the French,—
are thus far on their way for the Southern Depart- ©
ment. 'The American troops passed through the
town yesterday. The first division of the French
to-day. The second will pass to-morrow. Nothing
can exceed the appearance of this specimen which
our Ally has sent us of his army, whéther we regard ’
the figure of the men, or thie exactness of thex;.dm- '
cipline.

Yesterday also arrived, from his speclal mission to
the Court of France, Colonel John Laurens. Al-
though his success has not been fully commensurate
to our wishes, he has brought with him very substan- S
tinl proofs of the determination of that Court to sup-
port us. Besides a considerable quantity of clothing
and other valuable articles, there are upwards of six-

teen thousand stand of arms. It is rather unlucky
Vou. L—7
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liament. The King acknowledged that it was all
he asked, and all that was necgesary. A fair trial *
has then been made of her strength; and what is the
result? They have lost another army, another co-
lony, another island, and another fleet of her trade;
their posSeesmns in the East Indies, which were so-
rich a source of their commerce.and- ggedit, have.
been severed from them, perhaps for ever ; their naval
armaments, the bulwarks of ‘their safety, and the
idols of their vanity, have in everycontest felt the.
rising superiority of their enemies. In no points have -
they succeeded, exceptin the predatory conques} of -
Eustatis, of which they have lost the greatest part
of every thing except the infamy, and. in the relief
of Gibraltar, which was merely a negative advan-
tage. With -what hope or with what: view cam
they try the fortune of another campaign ? Unless
they can draw suecour from the. cogxpassmn or jea-
lousy of other powers, of which it doés not yet appear
that they have any well-founded expectation, it
seems scarcely possible for them much longer to shut
their ears against the voice of peace. '

I am sorry to find that the practice of impressing
is still kept up with you. It is partial and oppressive
with respect to: individuals, and I wish it may not
eventually prove so with respect to the State. 'The
zeal and liberality of those States which make undue
advances, may not find an‘equal dispositien to re-im-
burse them, in others which have had more caution,
or less occasion for such exertions. L

You are not mistaken in your apprehensions for
our Western interests. An agrarian law is as much
coveted by the little members of the Union, as ever
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it was by the indigent citizens of Rome. . The condi-
tions annexed by Virginia to her territorial cession
have furnished a committee of Congress a handle for
taking up questions of right, both with respect to the
ceding States, and the great.Land Companies, which
they have-not before ventured to touch. We have
made every opposition and remonstrance to the con-
duct of the committee which the forms of proceedings
will admit. When a report is made, we shall renew
our efforts upon more eligible ground, but with little
hope of arresting any aggression upon Virginia which
"depende:salely on the inclination of Congress. Since
the close of the Confederation, however, it has been
understood, that seven votes are necessary to carry
every question. - 'This rule, in proportion to the thin-
ness of Congress, opposes a difficulty to-those who
attack. It will therefore, I believe, be unpossible for
the enemies of Virginia to obtain any positive injury
to her rights. My greatest anxiety at present is, lest
the attempts for that purpose may exasperate the
Assembly into measures which will furnish new
hopes to the British Court to persevere in the war,
and new baits for the credulity of the British nation.
The good sense of the Assembly will, however, I
flatter myself, temper every expression of their dis-
pleasure with due respect to this consideration. It
would be particularly unhappy, if any symptoms of
disunion among ourselves should blast the golden
prospects which the events of the campaign have
opened to us. .
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Institution as a great auxiliary to his department;
and, in particular, expected aid from it in a payment
he is exerting himself to make to the army. The
immediate interposition of Congress was rendered
the more essential, too, by the sudden adjournment of
the Assembly of this State, to whom the Bank
might have been referred for the desired incorpora-
tion, which, it was the opinion of many, would have
given them a sufficient legal existence in every State.
You will conceive the dilemma in which these. cir-
cumstances placed the members who felt on one side
the importance of the Institution, and on the other
a want of power, and an aversion {o assume it.
Something -like .2 middle way. finally. produced an
acquiescing,: rather than .an affirmative, yote. - A

charter of incorporation. was granted, with a recom-

mendation to the States to give it all ‘the necessary
validity within their respective jurisdictions. As

this is a tacit admission of a defect of power, I hope

it will be an antidote against the pomonous tendency
of precedents of usurpation. - .

TIn the ordinance lately passed for regulm cap-
tures, which I presume you have seen, a clapse was
inserted exposing to captiure all merchandizes pre-
duced in Great Britain, if coming ifto these States,
and within three leagues of the coast, although the
property of a neutral nation. * Congress have now
-recommnended to the States to subject them  to
seizure, during the war, if found on land within
their respective limits. - These meéasures had become
necessary to check an evil which was every day in-
creasing, and which both enabled and encouraged

Great Britain to persevere in thewar,at the: same
VoL, L—7*
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which . the :cessions - came, were Connecticut , and

New York. The cession of the former consisted of

all her claim west of New York as far as the Missis-
sippi. That of the latter, of-all her -claims beyond
a certain western limit,-drawn on the occasion. The
cession of Connecticut - extended .to' the soil only,
expressly reserving the jurisdiction. That of New
York made. no reservation. These cessions, with
that of Virginia, and sundry memorials from the In-
diana and other land companies, were referred to a
committee, composed of a member from New Hamp-
shire, Rhode Island, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and
Maryland. 'The ingredients of this eomposition pre-
pared us for the complexion of their -proceedings.
Their first step was to investigate and discuss the
respective titles of the States to the territory ceded.
As this was directly in the face of the recommenda-
tion of . Congress, which professed to bury all such.
discussions, and might prejudge future controversies
between individual members-of the Union, we re-
fused to exhibit any evidence in favor of the title of
Virginia, and éndeavored, though in vain, to prevail
on Congress to interdict the Committee from pro-
ceeding in the inquiry. The next step of the Com-
mittee was still more obnoxious. They went fully
into a hearing. of the memorialists through their-
agent, and received all the evidence adduced in sup-
port of their pretensions.” On this occasion we re-
newed our remonstrances to the Committee, and our
complaints to Congress, but with as little effect as
on the first occasion. The upshot of the whole was
a report to Congress, rejecting the cessions of Con-
necticut and Virginia, and accepting. that of New
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fail to prepoesess the public with errors, injurious at
present to her. reputation, and which may- affect a
future. decision on her rights. - Colonel Mason’s in-
dustry and kindness have supplied us with some valu-
able papers and remarks. Mr. Jones has also re-
ceived -from Mr. Pendleton some judicious remarks
on the subject. We are still, notwithstanding, far
from. possessing ‘a. complete viéw of it.  Will you
permit me to ask of you such information as your
researches have yielded, with the observations which
you have made in the course of them. ' I would not
obtrude such a requeést on you if the subject were
not of publi¢ importance, and if it could -have been
addressed with equal prospect of advantage else-
where. Indeed, if you could prevail on yourself to
spare as much. time as would survey the whole sub-
ject, beginning with the original charter, pursuing. it
through the subsequent charteérs and other public
acts of the crown, through the government of Vir-
ginia, and referring to all the transactions with the
Indians which have been drawn into the question,
the public utility, I am persuaded would sufficiently
reward you for the labor. . :

C ]

" . -T0 EDMUND PENDLETON.

Philadelphis, Jenuary 22, 1782,
DEAR S1r, ‘

Congress are much occupied and perplexed at
present with the case of Vermont. The pretensions
of that settlement to the character of an indepen-
dent State, with the grounds on which they are
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These reasons, nevertheless, can only prevail when
the alternative contains fewer evils. It is very un-
happy that such plausible pretexts, if not necessary
occasions, of assuming power should occur. Nothing
is more distressing to those who have a true respect
for the constitutional modifications of power, than to
be obliged. to decide on them.

R ————

TO EDMUND RANDOLPH.

Philadelphia, January 232, 1782.
DEeAR Sis,

The repeal of the impost act by Virginia is still
considered as covered with some degree of mystery.
Colonel Bland’s representations do not remove the
veil. Indeed, he seems as much astonished at it, and
as unable to penetrate it, as any of us. Many have
surmised that the enmity of Doctor Lee against Mor-
ris is at the bottom of it. But had that been the
case, it can scarcely be supposed that the repeal
would have passed so quietly. By this time, I pre-
sume, you will be able to furnish me with its true
history, and I ask the favor of you to do it. Virgi-
nia could never have cut off this source of ggblic re-
lief at a more unlucky crisis than when she is pro-
testing her inability to comply with the continental
requisitions. She will, I hope, be yet made sensible
of the impropriety of the step she has taken, and
make amends by a more liberal grant. Congress
cannot abandon the plan as long as there is a spark
of hope. Nay, other plans on a like principle must
be added. Justice, gratitude, our reputation abroad,
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the expenditures as shall be equitable and praec-
ticable, and that Commissioners be appointed by
the concurrent act of the United States and each
State, to settle the accounts between them. The
scheme is not yet matured, and will meet with many
difficulties in its passage through Congress. I wish
it may not meet with much greater when it goes
down to the States. A spirit of accommodation
alone can render it unanimously admissible; a, spirit
which but too little prevails, but which in few in-
stances is more powerfully recommended by the
occasion than the present. If our voluminous and
entangled accounts be not put into some certain
course of settlement before a foreign war is off our
hands, it is easy to see they must prove an exuberant
and formidable source of intestine dissensions.

TO EDMUND PENDLETON.

Philadelphia, February 25, 1782.
DEAR Sir,

You have been misinformed, I find, with respect
to that article in the scheme of the Bank, which
claims for it the exclusive privilege of issuing circu-
lating notes. It is true, Congress have recommended
to the States to allow it such a privilege, but it is
to be considered only during the present war.
Under such a limitation it was conceived both ne-
cessary to the success of the scheme, and consistent
with the policy of the several States; it being im-
probable that the collective credit and specie of the

whole would support more than one such institution,
Vo.. 18
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above described, I shall with pleasure execute your
orders; or if you wish that a copy of Virginia, or of
the whole country, may be taken from thoge in Pur-
chase, your orders shall be equally attended to. I
much doubt, however, whetheg that book be so
extremely scarce as to require a transcript from it
for thg purpose you seem to have in view.

~ Congress haye taken no step in the business of the
Western territory since the report of the Commlttee..
of which I have already given y8u an account, and
which, we hear, arrived at Richmond on the day of
the adjournment of the Assembly. We*wish it to
undergo their consideration, and to receive <4heir
instructions before we again move in it.

N

T —————————————

TO EDMUND PENDLETON.

Philadelphia, March 19, 1782.
DEAR SIR, -

The Ministerial speeches, with other circum-
stances, place it beyond a doubt that the plan for
recovering America will be changed. A separate
peace with the Dutch—a suspension of the offensive
war here—an exertion of their resources thus disen-
cumbered against the naval power of France and
Spain—and a renewal of the arts of seduction and
division in the United States, will probably consti-
tute the outlines of the new plan. Whether they
will succeed in the first article of it, cannot be ascer-
tained by the last intelligence we have from Holland.
It is only certain that negotiations are on foot, under
the anspices of the Empress of Russia. ‘
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cede to the Confederacy. The business is referred
to a committee who are sufficiently devoted to the
policy of gaining the vote of Vermont into Congress.
The result will be the subject of a future letter.

The thinness, or rather vacancy, of the Virginia
line, and the little prospect of recruiting it, are sub-
jects of a very distressing nature, If those on whom
the remedy depends were sensible of the insulting
- comparisons to which they expose the State, and of
the wound they give to her mihxence in the general
councils, I am persuaded .more’ decisive exertions
would be made. Considering the extensive interests
and claims which Virginia has, and the énemies apd
calumnies which these very claims form against her,
she is perhaps under the strongest obligation of any
State in the Union, to preserve her military contin-
gent on a respectable footing; and unhappily her
line is perhaps, of all, in the most disgraceful condi-
tion. The only hope that remains is, that her true
policy ‘will be better consulted at the ensuing Assem-
bly, and that-as far as a proper sense of it may be
deficient, the expostulations of her friends, and cla-
mors of her enemies, will supply the place of it. If
I speak my sentiments too freely on this point, it can
only be imputed to my sensibility to the honor and
interest of my country.
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TO THOMAS JEFFERSON. -
Philid‘elphia, April 16, 1782.
DEar Sir,

T entreat that you will not suffer the chance of &
speedy and final determination of the Territorial
Question, by Congress, to affect your purpose of tra-
cing the title of Virginia to her claims. It is, in the
first place, very uncertain when a determination will
take place, even if it takes place at all; and in the
next it will assuredly not be a final one, unless Vir-
ginia means to be passive and silent under aggression
on herrights. In every event, therefore, it i8 proper
to be armed with every argument and document that
can vindicate her title. Her adversaries will be
either the United States, or New York, or both. The .
former will either claim on the principle that the
vacant country is not included in any particular State, |
and consequently falls to the wghole, or will clothe
themselves with the title of the latter by accepting
its cession. In both cases it will be alleged, that the
charter of 1609 was annulled by the resumption of
it into the hands of the Crown, arfd that the subse-
quent grants to Maryland, &c., denote this to have
been the construction of it; that the proclamation of
1763 has constituted the Alleghany ridge the West-
ern limit of Virginia, and that the letter of President
Nelson, on the subject of a new Colony on the Ohio,
relinquishes on the part of Virginia all interference
with the authority of the Crown beyond that limit,
In case the title of New York should alone be op-
posed to that of Virginia, it will be further alleged .
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TO EDMUND RANDOLPH.
' :

Plulndelpha, April 98, 1788,

DEAR SIR, ' - . 3

Congress have received from the Minister of 5

France some informal communications relative to
the issue of the proposed mediation of Vienna and
Petersburgh. The answer of the British Court.to
the preliminary articles is among them. It rejects
explicitly that part of the plan which requires con-
current negotiations between her and America, and
guaranties the result, as incompatible with the rela-
tion of subjects to their sovereign, and the egsential
interests of the Empire; alleging, af the same time,
that a great part of the people are disposed to re-
turn to their allegiance, and that such a treaty
would supply the rebels with new pretexts for mis-
leading them. The final answer of the mediating
Courts professes great impartiality and delicgcy to-

ward the belligerent parties; a(ﬁex&s to the expe-

diency of the first plan, and hepes that it may still
become, under more favorable circumstances, the
basis of a general pacification.

Another letter has come to hand: from Mr. Dana..

His proposed step was probably taken a feay days

after the date of it, Whlch was about the middle of -

October.”

The Committee on the last application from
Vermont have reported fully in their favor The
consideration of the report will not be called for,
however, till the pulse of nine States beats favora-
bly for it. This is so uncertain that the agents have

VoL. 1.—8*

v
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tional view of strengthening the interests of the little
States. Both of these considerations operate also on
Rhode Island, in addition to the above mentioned.

The independence of Vermont, and its admission
into the Union, are opposed by New York, for rea-
sons obvious and well known.

The like opposition is made by Virginia, North
Carolina, South Carolina and Georgia. "'The grounds
of this opposition are, 1st: An habitual jealousy of
a predominance of Eastern interest. 2nd: The op-
position expected from Vermont to Western claims,
3d: The inexpediency of admitting so unimportant
a State to an equal vote in deciding on peace, and
all the other grand interests of the Union now
depending. 4th: The influence of the example én
a premature dismemberment of the ‘other States.
These considerations influence the four States last
mentioned in different degrees. The second and
third, to say nothing of- the fourth, ought to be de-
cisive with Virginia.

Second. The territorial claims, particularly those
of Virginia, are opposed by Rhode Island, New Jer-
sey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and Maryland. Rhode
Island is influenced in her opposition by, 1st: A lu-
crative desire of sharing in the vacant territory as a
fund of revenue. 2nd: By the envy and jealousy
naturally excited by superior resources and import-
ance. New Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware and .
Maryland are influenced partly by the same con-
siderations; but principally by the intrigues of their
citizens, who are interested in the claims of land
companies. The decisive influence of this last con-
sideration is manifest, from the peculiar and per-
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TO EDMUND RANDOLPH.

Philedeiphis, May, 1782.
DEAR SIR,

The enclosed gazette details all the information
which we have received relative to the parliamenta-
ry advances towards a negotiation with the United
States. The first reports which issued from the
packet which brought them, were of a very differ-
ent complexion, and raised high expectations of
peace. We now find the ideas of the opposition, as
well as the Ministry, to be far short of the only con-
dition on which it can take place. Those who are
the farthest reconciled to concessions calculate on a
dissolution of the compact with France. The Min-
istry will yield to the experiment, and turn the re-
sult upon their adversaries. Our business is plain.
Fidelity to our allies, and vigor in military prepara-
tion,—these, and these alone, will secure us against
all political devices.

We have received no intelligence vshq:ch speaks a
danger of a separate peace between the Dutch and
Great Britain. Mr. Adams’ request of a categorical
answer was taken, ad referendum, prior, if I mistake
not, to the knowledge of Cornwallis’ fate; and it is
not likely that after that event they would be less
disposed to respect our overtures, or reject those of
the enemy. '

We have letters from Mr. Jay and Mr. Carmichael
of as late date as the twenty-seventh of February.
They differ in nothing from the style of the former.
The conduct of the Spanish Court subsequent to the
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TO EDMUND RANDOLPH.

- Philadelphia, May 14, 1782,
DEAR SIR, o '

. The Ceres man-of-war, we are informed by a
New York paper, arrived there, in twenty-five days,
on the fifth instant, having on board His Excellency,
Sir Guy Carleton, Commander-in-Chief, &c., and com-
missioned for making peace or war in Nerth Amerita.
The intelligence brought by this conveyance is, that
the vibrations of power between the Ministry and
their rivals had terminated in the complete dissolu-
tion of the former and organization of the latter.
What change of measures will follow this change
of men is yet concealed from us. The bill fog em-
powering the King to conclude a peace or truce
with the revolted Colonies in North America had
been brought into Parliament on the twenty-seventh
of March. The language of it is at the same time
cautious and comprehensive, and seems to make
eventual provision for our independence,;awvithout be-
traying any purpose of acknowledging it. The terms
peace and truce are scarcely applicable to any other
conventions than national ones. And the King is
authorized to annul or suspend all acts of Parlia-
ment whatever, as far as they speak of the Colonies.
He can, therefore, clearly remove any parliamentary
bar to his recognition of our Independence, and I
know of no other bar to his treating with America
on that ground. All this is, however, very different
from a real peace. The King will assuredly préfer
war as long as his Ministry will stand by him, and

' &
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port for his secretary, Mr. Morgan, ﬁ bring a simi-
lar letter of compliment to Congress. ‘The request
will certainly be refused, and General Washington
probably directed to receive ahd forward any.des-
patches Wthh may be properly addressed td'Oon-
gress

A public audience was yesterday gwen to the
Minister of Franee, in which he formally anndiinced
the birth of the Dauphin. - It was deemed politic at
this crisis .to display every proper evidénge of afféc-
tionate attachment to our ally. ‘The Minister was
accordingly received with military honors, and the
gudience concluded with the dmcharge of cannon,
and a feu de joi of small arms. A piiblic enter-
tainment followed, and- fireworks at night cwd
the scene.*

The answer reported by the cqmmittee on-  Mr.
Dana'’s letter gave him a cautionary instruction. It
afterwards went to the Secretary of Foreign Af-
fairs, and thence, I suppose, in his dress, to Peters-
burg.” Mr. Jones will give you more satisfactory
information on this, as also with respect to the
answer to Mr. Jay’s letter.”

Your surmises relative to a revival of paper cur-
rency alarms me. It is impossible that any ‘evil can
render such an alternative eligible. It will revive
the hopes of the enemy, increase the internal de-
bility of the State, and awaken the clamors of all
ranks throughout the United States against her.
Much more to Virginia’s honor would it be_to re-
scind the taxes, although the consequence of that
can but be of a most senous nature. ;

Vor. 1L.—-9 ®
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interest money ; by the deduction oti @tcount of Vir-

ginia, computed at seven hundred thouundlivm, &e”

The States must, therefore, by some means of other,
supplythede.andlof(}ongras Or a very sderious
crisis must ensue.  After the differences betwed the
modes of feeding'the army by contracts and' by the

bayonet have been expetrienced both by the arm and

the people, a recurrence tothe latter’nnot

much dreaded. o '('

~ -'The Province of Fnesland has mmﬁtﬁ m Dele-
gates in the States General to coneur in'a public

reception of Mr. Adams. The city of Dort has done

the same to theirs in t.he Provmcial Asaembly of
Holland. = - : |

" The above letter came by the Alhance, whmh is

arrived at Rhode Island. - Captain Barry, I am'told,
szys that the Marquis will come with a squadron for
the American coast, which was equipping. I thisbe
true, Barry is wrong in disclosing it. I distrust it.
A French cutter'is since arrived, after a short

passage, with despatches for the Minister here, He
received them on Saturday by an express from Sa-

lem, and has not yet communicated their contents to

Congress I understand, through the Secretary of*

Foreign Affairs, that the Court of London has lately

P‘"’P‘”e‘l to the Court of France a separate peace, a8’

the price of which she would place Dunkirk in- its
former state, make some sacnﬁces in the East In--
dies, and accede to a statmqno in' the West Indies.
The answer of France was dictated by her ewe-

ments with the United States™ This insidions étep *

taken at the same moment with' the ageney of Mr.

Carleton, will, I hope, not long be withheéld from the

-

s &
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to the alliance, but that the pulse of America has
been at the same time separately felt through each
of those Ministers. They both speak with becoming
indignation on the subject; attest the firmness of our
ally, and recommend decisive efforts for expelling
the enemy from our country. Mr. Adams says, ¢ ten
or eleven cities of Holland have declared themselves
in favor of American Independence, and it is ex-
pected that to-day or to-morrow this Province will
take the decisive resolution of admitting me to my
audience. Perhaps some of the other Provinces
may delay it for three or four weeks, but the Prince
has declared that he has no hopes of resisting the
torrent, and, therefore, that he shall not attempt it.
The Duke dela Vauguyon has acteda very friendly and
honorable -part in-this business, without, however,
doing any ministerial act in it.”™ What was said above
of Friesland came from Mr. Barclay, the Consul.
Mr. Adams says nothing of that Province, although
his letter is of later date. -

The Secretary of War lias just given notice to
Congress, that the Department of Finance is unable
to supply the essential means of opening the cam-
paign. This shocks, rather than surprises, us. It
will be one article in the communications of the de-
puties above mentloned and adds force to the expe-
diency of their mission.™ |

The denial to Congress of the right of granting
flags is singular indeed. May not the power of Con-
gress to agree to a truce be contested on the same
grounds? The former is a partial truce, and if the
silence of the Confederation reserves it to the States,
the same silence reserves the latter. Admitting that
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Superintendent of Finance, and referred to a com-
mittee. On a review of the doctrine of the ninth
Article of Confederation, I believe, the right of the
State to prohibit in the present case the exportation
of her produce cannot be controverted. The States
seem to have reserved at least a right to subject for-
eigners to the same imposts and prohibitions as their
own citizens; and the citizensof Virginia.are at pre-
sent prohibited from such ah exportation as is grant-
ed in favor-of the British merchants. This is a very.
interesting point, and unless the division line between
the authority of Congress and the States be properly
ascertained, every foreign treaty may be a source of
internal as well as foreign controversy. You will
call to mind one now in negotiation, which may be
affected by the construction of this clause in the Con-
federation, Congress have no authority to enter into
any convention with a friendly power which would
abridge such a right. They cannot have a greater
authority with respect to a hostile power. On the
other side, it is equally clear, that the State has no
suthority to grant flags for the exportation of its pro-
duce to the enemy.  Armed vessels would not re-
spect them, nor would they be more respected in the
Courts of Admiralty. Unless Congress and the State,
therefore, act in concert, no tobacco can be remitted
to New York, and a further drain of specie must
ensue. When the matter was first opened in Con-
gress, the impression was unfavorable to the right of
the States, and pretty’ free strictures were likely to
be made on its opposition to the constitutional power
of Congress. It became necessary, therefore, to re-
cur to the law and the testimony, which produced an
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universally believed, with the knowledge, if not at
the instigation, of those in' power. Indeed, they
would counteract their new system’in doing other-
wise. The sense of the Eastern States will appear
from the ayes and noes on the question. Mr. Adams,
in his last de'spatches, ascribes much of the late paci-
fic symptoms in the British nation, and of the facili-
ties which begin to attend the mission in Holland, to
our proscription of the British merchandize ®

You have not sufficiently designated the papers
from Mr. R. Morris; from which you wish an extract.
I do not recollect, nor can I find, any letter which
contains a state of .the finances, except his circular
letters, which may be found either among the Legisla-
tive or Executive archives. If you should be disap-
pointed in these researches, I will, on a renewal of
your demands, renew my researches. My charity, I
own, cannot invent an excuse for the prepense malice
with which the character and services of this gentle-
man are murdered. I am persuaded that he accepted
his office from motives which were honorable and
patriotic. I have seen no proof of misfeasance. I
have heard of many charges which were palpably
erroneous. I have known others, somewhat suspi-
cious, vanish on examination. Every member in
Congress must be sensible of the benefit which has
accrued to the public from his administration; no in-
telligent man out of Congress can be-altogether insen-
sible of it. The Court of France has testified its satis-
faction at his appointment, which I really believe
lessened its repugnance to lend us money. These
considerations will make me cautious in lending an
ear to the suggestions even of the impartial ; to those

Vor. IL—9*
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the new system, his successor weeps over the mis-
fortunes of the exiles, and in the most soothing lan-
guage that could be framed, engages to comply fully
with the application. 'This incident at once morti-
fies our pride and summons our vigilance. We have
nothing further from Carleton on the main point.”
The communication, expected in my last from the
Minister of France, has been received, and afforded
a very seasonable occasion, which was improved, of
renewing the assurances suited to the present crisis.

- TO EDMUND RANDOLPH.

Philsdelphia, June 6, 1783.

DEARr SIR, |

Mr. Webb being detamed till this morning, I en-
close the gazette of it. You will find a singular
extract from Lord North’s budget. The speech
was delivered on the eleventh of March. It must
have been Mr. Ross’s contract, therefore, and not Mr.
Morris’s, which supplied this article. T am just told
that the Senate have put their veto on' the resolu-
tions of the House of Delegates against the latter,
If an existing law, however, prohibits the exports-
tion, and. one branch of the Legislature protests
against the authority of Congress to dispense with
it, the Executive will scarcely suffer the tobacco to
be exported. If this matter should terminate in an
agreement by Maryland to supply the tobacco, and
Virginia should be drained of her money to purchase
the staple of the former, whilst her own staple is
left on herhands, * * * * #* * (The proviso
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Great as my partiality is to Mr. Jefferson, the mode
in which he seems determined to revenge the wrong
received from his country does not appear to me to
be dictated either by philosophy or patnotlsm It
argues, indeed, a keen sensibility and strong con-
sciousness of rectitude. But this sensibility ought
to be as great towards the relentings as ‘the mis-
doings of the Legislature, not to mention the injus-
tice of visiting the faults of this body on then' inno-
cent constituents.” -

Sir Guy Carleton still remains snlent The reso-
lutions - which the Legislatures of the States are
passing, may, perhaps, induce him to spare British
pride the mortification of supphcatmg in va,m the
forgiveness of rebels.

Mr. Izard, warm and notorious as lns predi]ectmn
for the Lees is, acknowledges and laments the op-
position made by them ‘to measures adapted to the
public weal. .

The letter in the first page of the Gazette of this
morning -was written by Mr. Marbois. In an even-
ing of promlscuous conversation I suggested to him
my opinion, that the insidiousness of the British
Court, and the good faith of our ally, displayed in
the late abortive attempt of the former to seduce
the latter, might with advantage be made known,
in some form or other, to the public-at large. He
said he would think of the matter, and next day
sent me the letter in question, with a request that I
would revise and translate it for the press, the latter
of which was done. I mention this that you may
duly appreciate the facts and sentiments contained
in this publication.”
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' 7O EDMUND RAMDOLPH.

Phih'ddphia,)uﬁo m, 1788,
Dmn SIR,

I received no letter from you yesterday, nor shall
I receive any for that week, unless it be through-the
channel of Rivington's Gazette, the post having been
robbed of his mail on Saturday evening last in Mary-
land. I bhope your letter did not contain any thing
not in cypher which is unfit for the public eye. The
policy, however, which seems to direct Carleton’s
measures, renders it pi'obable ‘that he will decline
the mean ‘expedient pursued on such occasions by
his predecessors for giving pain to individuals. It
will be proper for us to take from this accident an
admonition to extend the use of our cypher.

The trade with New York begins to excite gene-
ral indignation, and threatens a loss of all our hard
money. ‘The continued drains which it makes from
the bank must at least contract its utility, if it pro-
duces no greater mischief to it. The Leglslatnre of °
New Jersey are devising a remedy for this disgrace-
ful and destructive traffic, and a Committee of Con-
gress are also employed in the same work. I have
little expectation that any adequate cure can be sp-
plied, whilst our foreign trade is annihilated, and the °
enemy in New York make it an object to keep open
this illicit channel o .
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tages which England may obtain. The memorial
appeals to the effect of the American trade on the
resources of France, and to the short and indirect
experience of it, which Holland en;oyed before the
loss of St. Eustatia, as proof of its immense conse-
quence. It observes, also, that tbe ordinance of
Congress against British manufactures presented a .
precious crisis for introducing those of other nations;
which ought to be the rather embraced, a8 nothing
would be 8o likely to dispose Britain to the Indepen-
dence of America and a general peace, as the pros-
pect of her being sapplanted in-the commercial pre-
ference expected from the habits of he:lostprovm(:eg
'I‘hcpreaentcon]ecmre with regard to the fleet
mentioned in my late letters, is, that it econveyed a
parcel of miserable refugees, who are destined to
exchange the fancied confiscations of their rebellioge
countrymen, for.a cold and barren settlemant’fn
Nova Scotia or Penobscot. -

TO EDMUND RANDOLPH. :!
| o  Philadelphis, July %, 1788 ’
DEAR SIR, .
The confidential and circumstantial communica- & e
tions, in your favor of the twentieth of J une havd ° ’
afforded me much pleasure. Those which relate to
the scheme of garbling the delegation were far from
surprising me. In a conversation with Mr. Jones, ., -
before he left Phlladelphla, it was our joint ¥lifer- ¢
ence, from a review of certain characters and cir-
cumstances, that such a schéme would be ﬁed.
Vor. 1—10 »
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days ago with Dr. Witherspoon on the subject, and
prevailed on him to move in the business; but his
motion only proved the watchfulness and mﬂexlblhty
of those who think théy advance towards their own
objects, in the same proportmn as they recede from
those of Virginia. - I have since shown him the re-
port, and he is a confirmed advocate both for the
innocence and expediency of it.

We are, even at this day, without official advice
of the naval' event of the twelfth of April, in the
West Indies; nor have we any advices of late date
from that qnarter There is little room to hope that
the misfortune of our -ally will be repmred by any
subsequent enterprises.

" Congress are much perplexed by the non-appear
ance of Connecticut at the time appointed for the

meeting of her agents and those of Pennsylvania.
‘We wish to avoid leaving her any pretext to revive
the controversy, and yet the reasons.for her neglect
cannot be pronounced sufficient. - Her adversary pro-
fesses a strong jealousy that she means, by every
artifice, to parry a decision during the war; and it
cannot be denied that appearances but too well
authorize it.*- |

TO EDMUND RANDOLPH,

Philadelphia, July 9, 1782.
DEAR SIr,

Your favors of the twenty-seventh were received

this morning. 1 smcerely regret that awy reports
should have prevailed injurious to the patriotism of
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. ] ) .
‘T KDMUND RANDOLPH.
' . rmel&:hi-. July m,\!m
DEar Sm,

- Notwithstanding the defenawe professions of the

enemy, they seem to be waging an active war against
the postriders.. The mail: for .the Eastward, on
Wednesday last, sheazed the seme. fate which the
Southern mail did a: few. wesks ago, and; ik is-said,
from the same identical villains.. ‘This eperation has
withdrawn them from their. Southexn stand; and se-
cured the arrival of the mail, which brings: your favor
of the fifth.instant. -1 fally concurin the chavge of
cypher whigh.you suggest, snd.understand the refer-
ence for 3. key-word,. X -have been in soine pain from
the danger incident fo the cyphex we now use. The
enemy; I am told, baye in same instanoes published
their intercepted: eyphers.. Om, our first meeting; 1
piopose to prepare, against .another separatiom, 2
cypher framed by Mr. Livingsion on a more-enlarged
and complicated plan than ours, of which he has
furnished me several blank printed copies.. -
" /Your computation of. the numbers in Virginia, tal-
hesexactlywnth one transmitted by Mr. Jeflersom, in
an answer to several queries from Mr. Marbois. Itis
. as accurate as the official returns to the Executive
of the Militia would admit.. His propomon of the
fencibles to the whole number of souls -is stated
precisely as your computation states it.

You will continue your information on the case of
the flag, and send me the acts of the Legislature as
fast as they are printed. Will you be sgsgood, also,
as to obtain from the Auditors 8 state of the balance
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within which period he is very sanguine that an end
will be put to the calamities of the present war.
The same despatch informs Congress that a party
of the enemy have.lately made a suecessful incursion
upon the settlements.of Mohawk, have re-occupied
Oswego,-and are extending themselves into the
Western country. However little these movements
may coincide with a -defensive. plan, they coincide
perfectly with tdea.swhwhwﬂlnetfmlto be m'gﬂ
at a pacification* -
Messrs. Montgomery and Root retumed yuterday
from their Eastern deputation. They hnve not’ yet.
made their report. The former complains that seve-
ral of the States are appropriating the taxes, which
they lay as their quota of the eight millione, to inter-
‘nal uses. He owns that the knowledge he has ob-
tained of the case changed his mind on that head,
and that if the ground was-to be trodden over again,
he should take a very different part in Congress. He
adds, that the current opinion is, that a vessel arrived
at Quebec brings a Royal Charter for Vermont ;
that the people there are.in. much -confusion, and
many of them disposed to re-unite with New Hamp-
shire. A letter to Mr. Livingston, from: Mr. Liver-
more, corroborates this good news. -It imports that
a very unexpected turn had taken place in the:tem-
per of the people, between the river and the sidge;
that they were petitioning New H&mpolme to be re-
stored to that State, and that measures would be
taken in concert with New York for that purpose.
The revolution in the sentiments of Montgomery may
be owing, in part, to the new relation in which
Pennsylvania stands to Connecticut, which, he says,
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TO RDMUND RANDOLPH.
DEar Sm, ' B o

I 'have at length the pleasure of presenting you
with certain, though not official, intelligence of the
recognition of our Independence by the States'Gene-
ral. 'This event, with other interesting particulars,
is contained in the enclosed gazettes. Among its
salutary consequences to- this country, I hope the
people of Virginia will net be inattentive to its in-
fluence on the value of its staple, on which it is very
probable speciilations will be attempted.

The linguage and measures of the present Ad-
ministration will farnish you with copious' matter
for reflection. I we had received . fewer ‘lesaons of
caution against sanguine expectations, I should, with
confidence, explain them by a scheme for a general
pacification, and for fathering on their predecessors
all the obnoxious conditions which the public dis-
tresses may expose them to. If this solution were
a just one, it ought, at the same time, to be remems-
bered that thé triumph of Rodney may give a new
turn to their politics. It appears, flom the paper
from which the enclosed intelligence is republished, » -
that this event had reached London; that it was re-
ceived with great rejoicings; but that the pdblic
were still haunted with fears for Jamaica. Othdt
articles, not included in the paper herewith sent, ax@
the capture of one, if not two, French seventy-fours,
with a number of transports for the East Indies, by
Admirs] Barrington; the capture of a British frigate,
with some transports, by a Dutch ship of war; the

Vor. 1—10*
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12—12 with 2. 25. 13. 15. the others from the 2. 16.
3.24.27.18.16.27. 6. 12. 4. 13.20.12. 10. 17. 'The
12.22. 5. 24. 16. of 11—26. 13.10,2.26.19.4. 7. to
be 26. 27.5.20.27.9. 12.16. These and some other
17. 5. 25. 8. 17. 13. 20. 4. strongly 14.22. 3.12. 2. 12.
11. 13. 10. 2.20. 16. 7. 20. 9. of 14. 8. 3. 12. 23.-15.
17. 20. 17. 17. 1 earnestly wish we had 23. 22. 6.
10. 25. 7. 11. in 16. 12. 1. 10217262164 18.
15. 17. 5. .
GeneralWashmgtonlsmllhere lhavenothmg
to add to my last on the subject of Lippencot and
Agill. _ ~ . T : S N

TO RDMUND RANDOLPH

' Phil.uphi-, July 30, 1182.
DzAR Sir,

Iwasnotmutakenmmy7 21. 5. 1. 10 26. 27.
21.7.11, 18. 15. 13. 12. 25. 12. 8. 5. 12. 25. 1. 18. 10.
11.14.24.10.296. 11. 17. 7. the 10. 8. 4. 12, 27. 13. 20.
25. 1. 16. }'7. 16. 27. 6. and 7. 21. 4. 12. 16. 19. 10. 5.
1. 12. 12. 26. relative to 14. 12. 13. 22. 2. 13. 21. 8.
24.1.12. 12. 4. 23. 25. 23. last the 11. 285.1.12. 12,
3. 13.11. 10. 26. 11. 17. 21. 22.11. 26. 24. 21. 2. and
17.12.16. 7. 11. 2. 12. 16. by 27.19. 13. 6. 1. at 4.
16. 3. 11. 17. 27. 1. 5. afterwards 27. 6. 13. 6. 2. M.
9.17.10. 3. 16. 22. 25.5.256. 17: the 16. 1. 24. 24. 3.
13. 25. 3. 24. 27. 13. 21. 4. 1. 1.—12. s0 requiring.
Not a word 21. 8.%. 11. 26. 7. 11. against 18. 15. 17.
underscored in the third line. The arguments on
the other point were drawn from ‘a source which
need not be pointed out to you. An 26. 11.22.7.
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™0 EDMUND RANDOLPH.

'Philadelphia, Augest 9, 1762,
Dzar Sm,

Extract of a letter from Carleton and ngby to
General Washington, August the second: “We are
acquainted, sir, by authority, that negotiations for a
general peace have already commenced at Paris, and
that Mr. Grenville is invested with full powers to
treat with all parties at war, and is now at Paris in
executlon of his commission. And we are likewise,

sir, further made acqumnted that His Majesty, in

crder to remove all obstacles to that peace which he
#0. ardently wishes to restore, has commanded his
‘ministers to direct Mr. Grenville that the independ-
ency of the Thirteen Provinces should be proposed
by him; instead of making it a condition of a general
treaty ; however, not without the highest confidepce
that the loyalists shall*be restored to their possels
sions, ora full compensation made them for whatever
confiscations may have taken place.”

This is followed by information that transports are
‘preparing to convey all American prisppers in Eng-
‘land -to the United States, and a-propoesition for a .
general exchange, in which seamen are to be placed
against seamen as far as. they will go, and the ba-
-lasice in favor of Great Britain to be redeemed by
land prisoners—the former to be free, the latter not
to serve in war against the Thirteen Provinces for
one year. An embarcation is taking place at New
York for Charleston, either to reinforce that garrison
.or replace it.® |
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In this train the business was going on smoothly, .
each of the opposite parties seeming to concur from
a fear of something more distant from their. wishes,
when * » N D B

S ————

T0 EDMUND RANDOLPH. *. -
DEeAR SIr, | T L 'A.‘&n 13&

Your favor of the sixteenth eame duly to hand
yesterday. - The hints which it gives with regaxd to .
merchandizes imported in returning flags, ‘ ¢ in- W
intrusion of obnoxious aliens through other States,
merit d¥tention. = The latter subject has, on,several ° .
pccasions, been menitioned in Congress, but, I believe,
no -committee has ever reported a remedy for the ¢ _
abuse.. A umiform rule of naturalization ought cer- -"‘
tainly to be recommended to the States. Their in-
dividual authority seems, if properly exerted, to *
competent to the case of their own citizens.

The report touching the unpopularity of 5564. 308.
was perfectly new to me. It may, nevertheless, be
true. The letter received yesterday frols the Go-
vernor is silent as to the appointment of Commis-
sioners to treat with the Southern Indians.

We are still left without indggsation concefmi
negotiations in Europe. So Jodff a silence of our
Ministers, at so interesting & étisis, grows equally
distressing and inexplicable. ‘The French fleet has
gone into Boston harbour. The arrival of a Bptuh
fleet on. this coast is  reported, but disbelieved by

Vor. 1.—11 ‘ -
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his lady, and Title.gon, were all extremely sick dur-
ing the whole journey. -Mrs. Jones is still very much
‘indisposed, and Mr. Jones considerably s¢. - They do
not propose to come into the city till the salubrity
of Germantown shall have enabled them to encoun-
ter its noise and polluted atmosphere.

I cannot, in any way, ‘make you more sensible of
the importance of. your kind attention to pecuniary
remittances for me, than by informing you that I
have for some tinie past been | pensioner on the fa-
vor of Hayne Solomon,'a J ew broker. Will not the
agent of Mr. Morris give a draft, paygbl@ to me,
for tiotes payable to the bearer? Or mi§‘'not th@*
notes be so endorsed as, in case of accident, to pre-
vent Payment to another?. In either of those cases,
a remittance of notes (if they can be procured for
me ) by the post will be safe. But my present
situation renders such a conveyance preferable to
delay, even if neither of the foregoing expedients be
practicable. Show this paragraph to Mr. Ambler,
if you please. |

TO EDMUND RANDOLPH.,

Philadelphia, Septomber a, 1768,
DEar Sm,

You will again be disappointed at the opening of
this, since it contains no European intelligence on
the subject of peace. Among other reasons which
render it astonishing that we should be long unin-
formed, a material one is, that neither the Court of

France, nor our Ministers, can be insensible of the
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" number of the army of Cornwallis should be given
for them. 'This bold step at first gave much offence.
Compassion, however, for the patriotic captive stifled
reproaches. ~ They will probably come out yet, un-
less subsequent events discountenance them.

There are, it seems, three letters in the post-office
from Carleton to the Governor, which do not appear
to have been licensed, nor is it known how they got
into that channel. The curug@y of people on this
point is inconceivable.

A very unlucky accident has happened to one of the
fleet of our Allies. After it got safe into the harbour
of Boston, the unskilfulness or negligence of a pilot
suffered a seventy-four to strike on a rock, the wound
occasioned by which proved mortal. Most of the
furniture has been saved. .

I have not yet presented the note to Cohen which
you have been so good as to enclose me. 'The
general obstacle to advances here, to be replaced in
Virginia, has been the balance in trade against the
latter. This is the current answer to attempts to
negotiate drafts on Virginia. My next will in-
form you of the result of the experiment of your
note. If its success depends merely on a confidence
in your credit, it will certainly be productive. Mr.
Ross has unlimited credit in this place. May it not
be made instrumental to our supply? At least it
would be well to consult him when an occasion pre-
sents. His bills on Whiteside will command any
sum that may be wanted.

The French army has been passing through this
place for several days northward. The last divi-
sion will pass to-morrow or the day after. The
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the contents of. the despatches from Holland, I take
advantage of it to add that we are disappointed by
their silence with regard to peace. Those from Mr.
Adams relate chiefly-to his transactions with the
States General. A letter from Mr. Laurens, of the
thirtieth of May, informs us that he is returning
to the United States, having declined the service of
Minister for peace. There is an uninteresting part
of a letter from Mr. Dana, the first pages of it hav-
ing been omitted. Mr. Berkley writes, on the thir-
teenth of July, that the mail from England, subse-
quent to the resignation of Fox, Burke, &c., breathes
war. He confirms the success-of the combined
fleets against the Quebec, &c., and the sailing of a
fleet from the Texel, consisting of eleven sail of the
line, five or six frigates, &c., to cruise in the North
Seas, and the retreat of Admlral Howe into port. A
New York paper of the seventh contains a very inte-
resting conversation on the —— July, in the House
of Lords, between Shelburne and the Duke of Rich-
mond, on the subject of ministerial politics, in which
the latter assigns his reasons. for not following the
example of Fox, &c., and both their sentiments with-
respect to Amencan Independence. The Duke of
Richmond seems tolerably well reconciled to it, but
Shelburne speaks out his antipathy without depriv-
ing himself of the plea of necessity. He professes
to adhere, however, to.the principles which the Ad-
ministration carried into office relative to the war
against America. I have written this.in extreme
haste; you will be very sensible of it by its incor-
rectness,
Vor. L.—11*
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already secured is a most seasonable relief to the
Department of Finance, which was strugghng under
the most critical difficulties.

In addition to-the precedmg fund, Congress have
been led, by a despair of supplies from the States, to
sue for a further loan of four millions of dollars for
the service of the ensuing, and the deficiencies of
the present, year.  This demand will be addressed,
in the first instance, to the Court of France. In
case of miscarriage there an experiment will - bé
made on the liberality of our new friends. e

- The Legislature of Rhode Island has broke up
without according to the nnpost of five per cent.
Congress have apportioned.one million two hundred
thousand dollars on the States, for the payment of
intérest to the public creditors. Virginia is rated
somewhat lower in this requisitionthan in the last;
not, however, without complaints from some quar-
ters. On these subjects you will have full informa-
tion from Mr. Lee, who will. set off in: a few days,
he says, for Virginia, in order to be at the October
Session.

I should have told you that some progress had
been made by Mr. Adams in the Treaty of Amity
and Commerce with their High Mightinesses. His
propositions, with the remarks and amendments of
the College of Admiralty, had been taken ad re-
ferendum. It is somewhat extraordinary that he
should omit to send us a copy of those propositions
and remarks. He had taken no steps towards a
Treaty of Alliance. ' .

The debates and explanations produced by the
resignation of Mr. Fox and his adherents, have
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it is supposed, cannot be raised by them, having
been scuttled before they took possession of her.
The frigate which escaped is up at Chester.. We
expect the despatches will be here to-day. The
Marquis Viominil, and twenty or thirt§ other
French officers, have returned in these ships.

*- - R ’

TO nnmmn RANDOLPH. s

Philadelphia, Sept-nbot% L
DEaRr Sm

The substance of the despatches brought by t.he |
French frigates, mentioned in my last, is, that Mr,
Oswald first, and afterwards Mr. Grenville, had beeﬁ
deputed to Versailles on a pacific ‘mission ; that the
latter was still (twenty-ninth of J at V_ersaxlles ;
that his proposals, as to the point of independence,
were at first equivocal, but at length more explicit ;
that he associated with the prehmmary that the trea-
ty of Paris, of 1763, should be the basis of the treaty
in questlon that as to this proposition he was an-
swered, that as far as the treaty of ’63 might be
convenient for opening and facilitating a pacification,

it would be admitted as a basns ‘but that it could .

not be admitted in any sense that should preclude
His Most Christian Majesty from demanding such
equitable arrangements as circumstances might war-
rant, and particularly in the East Indies and on the
coast of Africa;* that upon these grounds there
was at first a prospect that negotiations would be

* Marbois, in an anticipation of the communications to be made by the Minis-
ter of France, added, *“on the Coast of Ncwﬁmndland ” In the communica-
tions it was omitted.
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out money, there is some reason to surmisk that it-
may be as difficult to disband an army as it has been
to raise an army.

My last informed you that Mr, Laurens ~had de-
clined. serving in the commission for peace. ' His
proceedings, during his captivity, as stated by him-
self, are far from unexceptionable. - Congress, never- -
theless, were prevailed on to assent to a resolution
informing him that his services could not be dispensed
with. A few days after this resolution had passed,
several numbers of the Parliamentary Register were
received at the Office of Foreign Affairs, in one of
which was published the enclosed -petition. 'The
petition was introduced by Mr. Burke, was a sub)f
of some debate, and finally ordered to lie on ¢
table. The extreme impropriety of a Representativg
of the United States addressing thit 'very authority
against which they had made war, in the language
of the address, determined Mr. Jones and myself to
move that the resolution above referred.to should not
be transmitted until the further order of Congress.
In support of the motion it was observed, that how-
ever venial the .fault might be in a private view, it
evidently rendered Mr. Laurens no longer a fit deposi- .
tory for the public dignity and rights, which he had
so far degraded ; and that if Congress should rein-
state him against his own desire, and with this fact
before their eyes, it would seem as if they meant to
ratify, instead of disowning, the degradation. The
motion was opposed on two grounds—first, that the
character of Mr. Laurens, and the silence of his letter,
“overbalanced the testimony of the Register, and ren-
dered the fact incredible; secondly, that the fact,
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To the Right Honorable Charles Wolfran<«Cornwall,
Speaker, and the Honorable the House of Com-
mons :

The representation and prayer of Henry Laurens,
a native of South-Carolina, some time recognized by
the British commissioners in America, by the style
and title of His Excellency Henry Laurens, Presi-
dent of Congress, now a close prisoner in the Tower
of London, most respectfully sheweth:

That your representer, for many years, at the peril
of his life and fortune, evidently labored to preserve
and strengthen the ancient friendship between Great
Britain and the Colonies; and that in no instance he
ever excited, on either side, the dissensions wlfich
separated them.

That the commencement of the present war was
a subject of great grief to him, insomuch as he fore-
saw and foretold, in letters now extant, the distresses
which both countries experience at this day.

That in the rise and progress of the war he ex-
tended every act of kindness in his power to persong
called loyalists and quietists, as well as to British
prisoners of war; very ample proofs of which he
can produce.

That he was captured on the American coast, first
landed upon American ground, where he saw ex-
changes of British and American prisoners in a
course of negotiation; and that such exchanges and
enlargements upon parole are mutually and daily
practised in America. '

That he was committed to the Tower of London
on the sixth of October, 1780, being then danger-

VoL, 1.—12
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the coffee-house, is a fund which will preserve me
from extremities, but I never resort.to it without
great mortification, as he obstinately rejects all re-
compense. The price of money is so usurious, that
he thinks it ought to be extorted from none but
those who aim 4t profitable speculations. To a ne-
cessitous Delegate he gratuitously spares a supply
out of his private stock.

No addition has been made to our stock of intelli-
gence from Europe since the arrival of the French
frigates. Some letters from the Marquis de la Fay-
ette and others have since come to hand, but they
are all of the same date with the despatches then
received. One of the Marquis’s paragraphs, indeed,
signifies the tergiversation of Mr. Grenville, which
had been only in general mentioned to us before.
On the communication made by this gentleman to
the Count de Vergennes of the object of his mission,
he proposed verbally the unconditional acknowledg-
ment of American Independence as a point to which
the King had agreed. The Count de Vergennes im-
mediately wrote it down, and requested him to put his
name to the declaration. Mr. Grenville drew back,
and refused to abide by any thing more than that
the King was disposed to grant American Independ-
ence. This illustrates the shade of difference be-
tween Shelburne and Fox.
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~ TO EDMUND RANDOLPH.

~ Philadelphis, Ootober 15, 178
DEaRr SIn,

The offensive paragraph in the correspondence of
Mr. L. with Mr. P., spoken of in your favor of the
fifth, was, as you supposed, communicated to me by
Mr. Jones. I am, however, but very imperfectly
informed of it. '

We have not yet received a second volume of the
negotiations at Versailles; nor any other intelligence
from Europe, except a letter from Mr. Carmichael,
dated about the middle of June, which is chiefly con-
fined to the great exertions and expectations. with
respect to Gibraltar. Whilst the siege is depending,
it is much to be apprehended that the Court of
Madrid will not accelerate a pacification. |

Extract of a letter from Sir Guy Carleton to
General Washington, dated New York, September
twelfth, 1782, .

“ Partial though our suspension of hostilities may
be called, I thought it sufficient to have prevented
those cruelties in the Jerseys (avowed ) which I have
had occasion to mention more than once; but if war
was the choice, I never expected this suspension
should operate further than to induce them to carry
it on as is practised by men of liberal minds. I am
clearly of opinion with Your Excellency, that mu-
tual agreement is necessary for a suspension of hos-
tility, and, without this mutual agreement, either is
free to act as each may judge expedient; yet I must,
at the same time, frankly declare to you, that being
no longer able to discern the object we contend for,
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rarum partibus flagrante, in id quam maxime in-
cumbamus ut tranquillitas publicd, tot litibus, etc.,
rite compositis, reduci, etc., possit—cumque ea de
causa, virum quendam tanto negotio - parem, ad bo-
num fratrem nostrum, Regem Chris™® mittere decre-
vimus: Sciatis igitur quod nos, fide, etc. Alleini
Fitzherbert, etc., confisi, eundem nominavimus, etc.,
nostrum Plenipotentiarum, dantes, etc., eidem om-
nem potestatem, etc., nec non mandatum generale
pariter ac speciale, etc., in aula. preedicti bon. frat.
Reg. Chris™ pro nobis et nostro nomine, yna cum .
Plenipotentiariis, tam Celsorum et Prapotentium
Dominorum, ordinum Generalium Faderat: Belgii,
quam quorumcunque Principum et Statuum quorum
interesse poterit, sufficiente auctoritage instructis, tam
singulatim ac divisim quam aggregatim ac conjunc-
tim, congrediendi, etc., atque cum ipsis de pace, con-
cordia, etc., presentibus, etc. etc. In palatio nostro,
etc., 24 Juli, 1782. .

The only further circumstance contained in his
letter, relative to the business of a pacification, is
the appointment of a Plenipotentiary by the States
General, who was to set out for Paris in about three
weeks after the date of the letter.

The States of Holland and West Friesland had
determined upon the proposed treaty of commerce,
and Mr. Adams expected to have a speedy confer-
ence with the States General, in order to bring it to
a conclusion. '

The Secretary of War lately communicated to
Congress an extract of a letter from General Wash-
ington of a very unwelcome tenor. It paints the
discontents of the army in very unusual colors, and
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jecs, and other circumstarices, renderthm -article at
ledst egtremely doubtful. |

. The British fleet at New York has been busy in
- preparmg for sea, 'and will probably soen depart
from that station. The West Indies most imturally
occur as the gbject of its destmatlon It is said
their preparations have been much expedited by the
most direct and undisg'umed supphes from ‘the people
of New Jersey.

Congress have been occupled for several dhys
past with the case of Llppencot, reférred te them °
by General Washington. : On dne side it was urfled;”
that the disavowal and promises by the British- Com-
mander, the abolition of the dbnoxious board of re-
fugees, and the general change of tircumstances,
rendered retaliation unnecessary and inexpedient.
On the other side it was "contended, that a de-
parture from the resolution so solemnly adopted
and repeated by General Washington, with equal
solemnity ratified by Congress, would be an indeli-
ble blot on our character; that after the confessions
on the part of the gnemy of the deed complained of,
a greater inflexibility on our part would be looked
for; that after such confessions, too, the enemy would
never suffer the innocent to perish, if we persisted in
demanding the guilty ; and finally, that if they should
suffer it, the blood would be on their heads, not on-
ours. No definitive resolution has yet passed on the
subject. All the intermediate steps have been very -
properly entered on the secret journals.

General Lincoln has just returned from the army.

He has not yet made a report to Congress. - He says,

I understand, that his visit has had a yery salutary
VoL. I.—12*
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DEBATES

IN THE .
CONGRESS OF THE CONFEDERATION,
FROM NOVEMBER I4TH, 1783, TO FEBRUARY 13TH, 1783.

In Concress, Monpay, NoveEMBER 4Th, 1782,

Ev1as Boupinor was chosen President, by.the votes -

of New Hampshire, represented by John Taylo# Gil-
man and Phillips White—Rhode Island, by Joga-
than Arnold and David Howell—Connecticut, by
Benjamin Huntington and Eliphalet Dyer—New
Jersey, by Elias Boudinot and John Witherspoon—
Pennsylvania, by Thomas Smith. George Clymer,
and Henry Wynkoop—Delaware, by Thomas Mec-
Kean and Samuel Wharton—Magyland, by John
Hanson, Daniel Carroll, and William Hemsley. The
votes of Virginia, represented by James Madison and
Theodorick Bland, and of South Carolina, repre-
sented by John Rutledge, Ralph Izard, David Ram-
say, and John Lewis Gervais, were given to Mr.
Bland. The vote of New York, represented by
James Duane and Ezra L'Hommedieu, to Abner
Nash. The vote of North Carolina, by Abner Nash,
Hugh Williamson, and William Blount, to John
Rutledge. Massachusetts, having no Delegate but
Samuel Osgood, had no vote. Georgia had no

Delegate.
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» partial exchanges until a general cartgl be settled
+  on national principles. Thig:measure passed withs,
+ out due consideration, by the votés of New Hamp-
. sttire, Rhode Island, Connecticut, Delaware, Mary-
land, North Carolina, and South Carolina. On the
motion of Mr. Oscoop, it was reconsidered, in order
to refer the case to the Secretary of War and Gene-
ral Washington, to take order. By Mr. Mabpigon
opposition was made against any partial exchange
in the face of the solemn declaration passed. on
the sixteenth of October, as highly dishonorable
to Congress, especially gs that declaration was made
in order to compel the enemy" to a national conven-
tion with the United States. Al exchanges had
been previously made on the part of the former by
the military authority of their generals. After the
letter of General Carleton and Admiral Digby, noti-
fying the purpose of the British King to acknow-
ledge our independence, it was thought expedient
by Congress to assume a higher tone. It was sup-
posed also, at the time of changing this mode, that it
would be a test of the enemy’s sincerity with regard
to independence. As the trial had been made, and
the British Comnfander, either from a want of poweg -
or of will, had declined treating of a cartel on na-
tional ground, it would be peculiarly preposteréus
and pusillanimous in Congress to return to the for-
mer mode. An adjournment suspended the vote on
the question for referring the case to the Secretary

and General to take order.
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that the public finances would, during, the war, be
more equal to the public burthens than at present,
and as the cases within the cognizapce of the court
would cease with the war, the qualification annexed
to the expedient ought to have no effect. The imo-
tion was disagreed to, and a committee which had
been appointed to prepare a new ordinance for con-.
stituting the Court of Appeals was filled up, and
instructed to make report. On the above motion, an
opinion was maintained by Mr. RuoTLEDGE, that, as
the court was, according to the ordinance in force, to
consist of three judges, any two of whom to make a
court, unless three were in actual appointment the
decisions of two were illegal.

Congress went into the consideration of the report
of the Committee on the case of Captain Asgill, the -
British officer allotted to suffer retaliation for the
murder of Captain Huddy. The report proposed :

“That, considering the letter of the twenty-ninth
of July last, from the Count de Vergennes to General
Washington, interceding for Captain Asgill, the Com-
mander-in-Chief be directed to set him at liberty.”

Previous to the receipt of this letter from the Count
de Vergennes, Congress had been much divided as to
the propriety of executing the retaliation, after the
professions on the part of the British commanders
of a desire to carry on the war on humane principles,
and the promises of Sir Guy Carleton to pursue as
eflectually as possible the real authors of the mur-
der; some supposing that these circumstances had
so far changed the ground that Congress ought to
recede from their denunciations,—cthers supposing
that as the condition of the menace had not been
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should be followed by a demand on General Carle-
ten to fulfil his engagement to pursue with all pos-
sible effect the authors of the murder.

On one side it was urged, that such a demand
would be nugatory, after the only sanction which
could enforce it had been relinquished; that it
would not be conmsistent with the letter of the
Count de Vergennes, which solicited complete ob-
livien; and that it would manifest to the public a
degree of confidenee in British faith which was not
felt and onght not to be affected. |

On the opposite side it was said, that after the
confession and promise of justice by General Carle-
ton, the least that ceuld be done by General Wash-
ington would be to claim a fulfilment; that the in-
tercession of the Count de Vergennes extended no
further than te prevent the execution of Captain
Asgill, and the substitution of any other innoeent
victim, and by no means was meant to shelter ¢he
guilty; that whatever blame might fall on Congress
for seeming to confide in the promises of the enemy,
they would be more blamed if they not only dis-
missed the purpose of retaliating on the innocent,
but at the same time omitted to challenge a pro-
mised vengeance on the guilty; that if the ehal-
lenge was not followed by a compliance on the
part of the enemy, it would at feast promulge and
perpetuate, in justification of the past measures-of
Congress, the confessions and promises of the ene-
my on which the challenge was grounded; and
would give weight to the charges both of barbarity
and perfidy which had been so often brought against
them.

Vor. 1L.—13
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“ A motion was made by Mr. RuTLEDGE, declaring
that when a matter was referred to any of the de-
partments. o take order, it was the sense and mean-
ing of Congress that the same should be carried into
execution.” On this motion some argued that such
reference amounted) to an absolute injunction; others
insisted that it gave authotity, but did net absolutely
exclude discretion in the Executive departments.
The explanation that was finally :acquiesced in as
most rational and eonformable-to practice, was, that
it not only gave.authority, but expressed the sense
of Congress that the measute cught to be executed :
leaving it so far, howmrnthedmrehonom
Executive Department, as that; i case it differed .in
opinion from Congress, it might. suspend - execution,
and state the objections to Cengress, that. their final
direction might be given.. In the :course of debate
it was observed, by Mr. Mapisow, that the practice
of referring matters to take ordex; especmny where
money was to. be issued; was extremely exception-
able, inasmuch as no entry of such proceedings w
made on the Journals, but only noted in a memoran-
dum book kept by the Secretary, and then sent to
the Department, with- the reference to take order
endorsed by the Secretary, but not signed by him ;. so
that the transaction, even where public in its nature,
never came before the public eye, and the Depart-
ment was left with a precarious voucher forits justi-
fication. 'The motion was, in the end, withdrawn;
the mover alleging that, as he only aimed at rendu»
ing an uncertain point -clear, and this had been
brought about by a satisfactory explanutaon, bhe did
notwmhforanyreeolunonontheleect. o
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~ Against a reduction it was argued that not only
justice, but the dignity of the United States, required
a liberal allowance to foreign servants; that gentle-
men who had experienced the expense of living in
Europe did not think that a less sum would be suffi-
cient for a decent style; and that, in the instance of
Mr. Arthur Lee, the expenses claimed by him and
allowed by Congress exceeded the fixed salary in
question. -

In favor of a reduction were urged, the poverty of
the United States, the simplicity of republican
governments, the inconsistency of splendid allow-
ances to Ministers, whose chief duty lay in display-
ing the wants of their constituents, and soliciting a
supply of them; and, above all, the policy of recon-
ciling the army to the economical arrangements im-
posed on them, by extending the reform to every
other department.

The result of this discussion was a reference of the
Report to another committee, consisting of Mr. WiL-
L1aMSON, Mr. Oscoop and Mr. CaRrRroLL.

A motion was made by Mr. HoweLL, seconded by
Mr. ArNoLp, recommending to the several States to
settle with and satisfy, at the charge of the United
States, all such temporary corps as had been raised
by them respectively, with the approbation of Con-
gress. 'The repugnance which appeared in Congress
to go into so extensive and important a measure at
this time, led the mover to withdraw it.

A motion was made by Mr. Mapison, seconded by
Mr. Jones, “ That the Secretary of Foreign Affairs
be authorized to communicate to Foreign Ministers,
who may reside near Congress, all such articles of

VoL. L—13*
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until the pleasure of Congress should be known.
These papers had been committed to Mr. RuTLEDGE,
Mr. MontcoMeErY and Mr. MapisoN, who reported in
favor of the ratification of the measure, against the
opinion, however, of Mr. RuTLEDGE, the first member
of the Committee. The report, after some discus-
sion, had been recommitted, and had lain in their
hands until, being called for, it was thought proper
by the Committee to obtain the sense of Congress
on the main question, whether the act should be
ratified or annulled; in order that a report might be
made correspondent thereto. With this view, a mo-
tion was this day made by Mr. MapisoN, seconded
by Mr. Oscoop, that the Committee be instructed to
report a proper act for the ratification of the mea-
sure. . In support of this motion it was alleged, that
whenever a public minister entered into engagements
without authority from his Sovereign, the alternative
which presented itself was either to recall the minis-
ter, or to support his proceedings, or perhaps both,
that Congress had, by their resolution of the seven-
teenth day of September refused to accept the re-
signation of Mr. Laurens, and had insisted on his
executing the office of a Minister Plenipotentiary;
and that on the twentieth day of September they had
rejected a motion for suspending the said resolution;
that they had no option, therefore, but to fulfil the
engagement entered into on the part of that Minis-
ter; that it would be in the highest degree prepos-
terous to retain him in so dignified and confidential
a service, and at the same time stigmatige him by a
disavowal of his conduct, and thereby disqualify him
for a proper execution of the service; that it was
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previous to his capitulation, that he might be ex-
changed for his father, then in the Tower.

The report of the Committee on Mr. Mapison’s
motion, on the twenty-first instant, relative to the
Secretary of Foreign Affairs, passed without .oppo-
gition.

Tﬁssmv, NoveMBER 26TH.

No Congress, but a Grand Committee * composed
of a member from each State: .

The States of New Hampshire and Massachusetts.
having redeemed more than their quota of the emis-
sions prior to the eighteenth of March, 1780, had
called on Congress to be credited for the surplus,
on which the Superintendent of Finance reported,
that they ought to be credited at the rate of one
dollar specie for forty of the said emission, according
to the act of March aforesaid. This report, being
judged by Congress unjust; as the money had been
called in by those States at a greater depreciation,
was disagreed to. Whereupon, a motion was made .
by Mr. Oscoop, that the States who had redeemed a
surplus should be credited for the same according to
its current value at the time of redemption.

This motion, with a letter afterwards received
from the State of Massachusetts on the same snb-
ject, was referred to the Grand Committee in
question.

¢ The proceedings of Grand Committees, though oftsn rendered particularly
important by the freedom and fulness of discussion, make no part of the Jour-

nal, except in the reported resuit.
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the Commissioners appointed to traverse the United
States, for the purpose of settling .accounts, should
be empowered to take up all the outstanding old
money, and issue certificates to be apportioned on
the States as part of the public debt; the same rule
to determine the credit for redemptions by the
States. This proposition was, on the whole, gener-
ally thought by the Committee least objectionable,
and was referred toa sub-committee, composed of
Mr. RurLepeg, Mr. Frresimmons, and Mr. HaMrLToN, -
to be matured and laid before the Grand Commit-
tee. One consideration suggested by Mr. HamMiLTon
in its favor was, that it would multiply the advo-
cates for federal funds for discharging: the public
debts, and tend to cement the Union.“

| Wr.nmmir, NoveMBER é’?’m.

The report of the Committee on the letter from
the Lieutenant Governor of Rhode Island (see No-
vember the twenty-fifth) was made, and taken into
consideration.

It was moved by Mr. McKmn, to insert in the
first clause on the Journal, after directing the appre-
hension by General Washington, “in order that the
persons may be brought to trial.” The reason urged
for the motion was, that it might appear that the
interposition was not meant to supersede civil pro-
cess further than the necessity of the case required.
Against the motion it was urged, that it would lead
to discussions extremely perplexing and dilatory,
and that it would be more proper after the appre-

Vor. 1.—14
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object was to render the proceedings of Congress as
favorable as possible to the mdependence of Ver-
mont.

In order to compromise the matter, Mr." ArRNoLD
moved that the Commander-in-Chief should be di-
rected to make a previous communication of his
intentions, and the evidence -on which they were
founded, to the persons exercising authority within
the district in question.

It was suggested by Mr. Mapison, as a better ex-
pedient, that he should be authorized to make the
communication, if he should deem it ¢onducive to
the more certain apprehension of the suspected per-
80DS.

The Delegates from New York said, they would
agree, that after the apprehension should have been
effected, the Commander might give notice thereof
to the persons exercising authority in Vermont.

It was finally comprommed as it stands on the
Journal.

In the course of the debate, Mr. CLARK informed
Congress, that the Delegates of New Jersey could
not vote for any act which might oppose force to
the authority of Vermont, the Legislature of that
State having so construed the resolutions of the
seventh and twentieth of August as to be incom:
patible therewith, and accordingly instructed their
Delegates.

'The communication directed to the States on this
occasion, through the Commander-in-Chief, was ob-
jected to by several members as an improper inno-
vation. The object of it was to prevent the risk of
discovery, if sent before the plans which might be
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No Congress until

Monmr, DECEMBER 2ND

..'

The Secretary of Forelgn Affairs resigned his
office, assignirig as a reason the increase of business
in his office of Chancellor of New York, whereby it
was become impossible for him to execute the duties
of both; informing Congress at the same time, as a
rule for prondmg for his successor, that his expenses
exceeded his salary upwards of three thousand dol-
lars per annum. The letter of resignation was com-
mitted to Mr. McKzan and Mr. Oseoop.

Tuespay, DECEMBER 3RD.

After a verbal report of the Committee above-men-
tioned, who acquainted Congress that in conference
with Mr. LivinesToN he professed a willingness to
remain in office till the first of January, to give time
for the choice of a successor, Mr. McKean proposed
the resolution which stands on the Secret Journals;
several alterations having been made, however, in
the course of its consideration. With respect to the
preamble, particularly, a change took place. As it
was first moved, it recited as the ground of the re-
signation the incompatibility of the Office of Foreign
Affairs with the Chancellorship of New York. To
this recital it was objected by Mr. Mapison, that
such a publication of preference of the Office of
Chancellor of a particular State, to the Office of
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could not call on Vermont to appear as a party after

her repeated protestations against appéaring.
On this occasion, Mr. CarroLL informed Congress,

that. heshad entirely changed his opinioa with re-
gard to the policy requisite with regard to Vermont,
being thomchly persuaded that its. leaders wete
 perfidious men, and that the interest of the United
States required: their pretenslons to be discounts-
nanced; that in this opinion he was not a little eon-
firmed bya late conversation with General Whippl
of New Hampshire; at Trenton, in which. tlm geni-
tleman assured him, that the governing party in
Vermont were perfidiously' devoted to.the British
mterests,andthathehadreasontobehmthata )
British commission for a gavernor. of- thut dxm'wt
had come over, and was ready to be p ‘at a
convenient season: Some of the members havng
gone out ofCongms,and it bemglmcertam ‘whe-
‘ther ‘there would be more than six States for the
clause; an adjournment was moved for and voted.
- 'The proceedings on this subject evinced still more
the. conciliating effect- of the territorial cession of
.New York, on several States, and the effect of the
scheme of an ultfa-montane 8tate within Penneyl-
vania, on the latter State. The only Btates in Con-
gress which stood by Vermont, were- Rhode: Island,
which is supposed to be imterested in lands ia Ver-
mont, and New Jersey, whose Dehgl\tes were under N
‘mstrucuons on the subject®: "w . | ‘
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ﬂoor)thatnompednnenttothe mpportpfthewar
couldameﬁomnt,smce(}ongresshadpmded
means for that purpose-in Europe. . -

A committee, consisting of Mr. RurLEDeR, Mr.
Mavson and Mr. HaminToN, was appointed to con-
fex immediately with a committee from the Legisla-
ture on the subject of the memorials, and was in-
structéd to make such commnmcatwns relatnve to
our affairs abroad, as would correct
The cominittee which met them en the part of the
Legislature, were Mr. Joseph Montgomery, Mr. Hill
and Mr. Jacob Rush.:

“The Committee of Congress in the conference ob-
served, that the delay of an answer had proceeded
in part from the nature of so large an assembly, of
‘which the Committee*of the Legislature ‘could not,
be insensible, but principally from the difficulty of -
giving a satisfactory one until ‘Rhode Island should
accede to the impost of five per cent., of which they
.had been in eonstant expectation; thgt with respect
td the prospect from Congress for the public credi-
tors, Congress had reqmred of the States interest
for the ensuing year, had accepted the territorial
cession of New York, and meant still to pursue the
scheme of the impost; that as to their affairs in
Europe, the loan of six millions’ of livres only -last
year had been procured from Ftance by Dr. Frank-
lin, in place of twelve asked by him, the whole of
which had been applied; that the loan of five mil-
lions of guilders, opened by Mr. Adams, had ad-
vanced to about one and a half million only, and
there seemed little progress to have been thade of
late; that the application for four millions, as part

Vox. I—14*
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that the measure could not vmlate the Confeda'atnon

because the requisition had not been*ﬁmded.onl o

valuation of land;- that it would not be the first
example, New Hampslnre and New York having
appropriated money raised under requisitions of Con-
gress; that if the other States did their duty.in

complying with the demands of Oongress no incon-
venience would arise from it} tha¥ ¥he discontents
of the creditors would prevent. the payﬂhtq tases;
Mr. Hill finally asking whether it had been comsi-

. dered in Congress, how far delinguent States conld
* be eventually coerced to do justice to thoswho per-

formed their part? To all which it was replied,

that a valuation of land had been manifestly impos-

sible during the war; ‘that the apportionments made
ha.d been acquiesced tn by Pennsylvania, and there-_

" fore thechnmncould not be ob]e&ﬁtn, o
that although States might have set previdgs

examples, these had never come béfore¢ Congress;
~and it would be more honorable for Pennsylgania to
osunteract than to abet them, especially as.the ex-
ample. from her weight .in the’ Union, and the resi-
dence of Congress would be so powerful, that if
other States did their duty the measure would -be

"superflucus; that the discontents of the creditors

mighsalways be answered by the equal justice and
more pressing mecessity Whichpleatled in favor of
the,army, who had lent their blood and services b
their country, and on whom its defence still rested ;.
that Congress, unwxlhngﬁopmmeareﬁnalmnl]
of the S4ates to’do justice, would not anticiphte it
by a consideration of the steps which such-vefusal

~ might require, and that ruin must ensue, if thekitates

>
. ¢ [

&
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of Congress merely the  question of jurisdiction ;
secondly, that the resolutions of August, 1781, con-
cerning Vermont, having been acceded to by Ver-
mont, annulled all antecedent acts founded on the
doubtfulness of its claim to independence. In answer
to the first objection the act of New Hampshire was
read, which, in the utmost latitude, adopted the reso-
lutions of Congress, which extended expressly to the
preservation of peace and order, and prevention of
acts of confiscation by one party against another.
To the second objection it was answered—first, that
the said resolutions of August being conditional, not
absolute, the cession of Vermont could not render
them definitive; but secondly, that prior to this ac-
cession, Vermont having, in due form, rejected the
resolutions, and notified the rejection to Congress,
the accession could be of no avail, unless subsequent-
ly admitted by Congress; thirdly, that this doctrine
had been maintained by Vermont itself, which had
declared, that, inasmuch as the resolutions of, August
did not correspond with their overtures previously
made to Congress, these had ceased to be obligatory;
which act, it was to be observed, was merely declara-
tory, not creative,.of the annulment.

The original motion of Mr. McKean and Mr.
HamiLToN was agreed to, seven States voting for it,
Rhode Island and New Jersey in the negative.

Fripay, Dxoxmser 61H.

An ordinance, extending the privilege of fra:iking
letters to the Heads of all the Departments, was
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dence head, an éxtract of a letter purporting to be
written by a gentleman in Philadelphia, and misre-
presenting the state of our loans, as well as betray-
ing the secret proposal of the Swedish Court to enter
into a treaty with the United States, with the view
of disproving to the people of Rhode Island the ne-
eessity of the impost of five per cent., had been hand-
ed about for several days. From the style and other
circamstances, it carried strongly the appearance of
bqing written by a Member of Congress. The unan-
imous suspicions were fixed on Mr. HowgLL.. %Fhe
mischievous tendency of such publications, and the
necessity-of the interposition of Congress, were also
general subjects of conversatidh. It was imagined,
too, that a detection of the person suspected would
destroy in his State that irifluence which he exerted
in misleading its counsels with respect to the impost.
These circumstances led Mr. WiLLiamsow®to move
the proposition on this subject: - “ Wherea# théat+is
reason to suspect, that as well the national character
of the United States, and the honor of Congress, gs
the finances of the ‘said States, may be injured, and
the public service greatly retapded, by some publica-
. tions that have -been: made concerning the foreign
affairs of said States: Resolved, That a committee
be appointed to inquire into this sabject, and repdrt
what steps they conceive are necessarytobetaken
thereon.” It was opposed by no one. -

Mr. CLARK, supposing it to be levelled in pm at
him, rose and informed Congress, that not consider-
ing the article relative to Sweden as secret in its
nature, and considering himself at liberty -to make-
any communications to his constituents, he: had
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of Mr. Hamirton: “ That the Superintendent of
Finance be, and he is hereby, directed to represent
to the Legislatures of the several States the indis-
pensable necessity for their complying with the requi-
sitions of Congress for raising one million two hun-
dred thousand dollars, for paying one year’s interest
of the domestic debt of the United States, and two
millions of dollars towards defraying the expenses
of the estimate for the ensuing year, and the incon-
veniences, embarrassments, and injuries to the public
service, which will arise from the States individually
making appropriations of any part of the said two
millions of dollars, or any other monies required by
the United States in Congress assembled ; assuring
them withal, that Congress are determined to make
the fullest justice to the public creditors an invaria-
ble object of their counsels and exertions; that a
deputation be sent to the State of Rhode Island for
the purpose of making a full and just representation
of the public affairs of the United States, and of
urging the absolute necessity of a compliance with
the resolution of Congress of the third day of Feb-
ruary, 1781, respecting the duty on imports and
prizes, as a measure essential to the safety and repu-
tation of these States.”

Against Mr. RuTLEDGE’s part of the motion no ob-
jection was made; but the sending a deputation to
Rhode Island was a subject of considerable debate,
in which the necessity ¢f the impost—in order to
prevent separate appropriations by the States, to do
equal justice to the public creditors, to maintain our
national character and credit abroad, to obtain the
loans essential for supplying the deficiencies of reve-

Vor. 1.—16
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nominal ones, and that the surpluses redeemed by
particular States should be credited to them at the
same rate. Mr. CarroLL alone dissented to the
plan, alleging that a law of Maryland was adverse
to it, which he considered as equipollent to an in-
struction. For filling up the blank, several rates
were proposed. First, one for forty—on which the
votes were, no, except Mr. HowkLL. Second, one
for seventy-five, no; Mr. WaI1TE and Mr. HowEkLy,
aye. 'Third, one for one hundred, no; Mr. HamiL-
ToN and Mr. Firzsimmoxns, aye. . Fourth, one for
one hundred and fifty,.no; Mr. FirzsimMoNs, aye.
The reasons urged in favor of one for forty were—
first, an adherence to public faith; secondly, that
the depreciation of the certificates would reduce the
rate sufficiently low, they being now negotiated at
the rate of three or four for one. The reason for one
for seventy-five was—that the bills passed at that
rate when they were called in, in the Eastern States;
for one for one hundred—that as popular .ideas were
opposed to the stipulated rate, and as adopting the
current rate might hurt the credit of other securities,
which derived their value from an opinion that they
would be strictly redeemed, it was best to take an
arbitrary rate, leaning to the side of liberality; for
one for one hundred and fity—that this was the
medium depreciation when the circulation ceased.
The opposition to these several rates came from the
Southern Delegates, in spme of whose States none,
in others but little, had been redeemed, and in all of
which the depreciation had been much greater. On
this side it was observed by Mr. Mapisox, that the
States which had redeemed a surplus, or even their
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exclaimed.against as a degradation of so higlta ser-
vant of the United States, as exposing him to the

temerity of leaders who were, on.good -ground, sus-
pected of being hostile to the United States, and as
treating their pretensions to sovereignty with greater
complaisance than was consistent with the eventual
resolutions of Congress. The motion was rejected.

A motion was made by Mr. GiLmaN, that a day
be assigned for determining finally the affair of - Ves-
mont. 'The opposition made to the ‘mation itself by
Rbode Island, and the disagreement as to the day
among the friends of the motion, prevented a decl-
sion, and it was sufféred to lie over.

For the letter of the Superintendent of Fmance to
Thomas Barclay, Commissioner for.settling.accounts

in- Europe, agreed to by Congress, se¢ Becret Jonr-
nal of thm date. |

WEDRESDAY Dncnmnn 11TH.

The Secretary of War was authorlzed to pemut
the British prisoners to hire themselves out, on con-
dition of a bond from the hirers for their return.
The measure was not opposed, but was acquiesced
in by some, only as conformable to antecedent prin-
ciples established by Congress on this subject. . Col.
HaMmivrToN in particular made this explanation. .

Mr. WiLsoN made a motion; referring the trang-
mission of the resolutwns concerning Yermont to the
Secretary of War in such words as left him an
option of being the bearer, without. the. avgwed
squction of Congress. The votes of Vmpma and
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P

SATURDAY, DECEMBER l4TH,

No Congress.

ERE————

[

Moxpay, DECcEMBER 16TH.

The answer to the objections of Rhode Island as
to the impost, penned by Mr. HowELL, passed with-
out opposition, eight States being present, of which
Rhode Island was one, a few trivial alterations only
being made in the course of discussion. '

Mr. HowELL, contrary to expectation, was entire-
ly silent as to his affair.

TuEsDAY, DECEMBER 17TH.

Mr. CaRrRroLy, in order to bring on the affair of
Mr. HoweLL, moved that the Secretary of Foreign
Affairs be instructed not tq write to the Government
of Rhode Island on the subject. The state in which
such a vote would leave the business, unless the rea-
son of it was expressed, being not adverted to by
some, and others being unwilling to move in the
case, this motion was incautiously suffered to pass.
The effect of it, however, was soon observed, and a
motion in consequence made by Mr. HamiLTon, to
subjoin the words, “ Mr. HoweLL having in his
place confessed himself to be the author of the pub-
lication.” Mr. Ramsay thinking such a stigma on
Mr. HoweLL unnecessary, and tending to place him
in the light of a persecuted man, whereby his oppo-
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tions with respect to the non-failure of any applics-
tion for foreign loans, excited great and (excepting
his colleagues or rather Mr. AzNoLD) unjyersal tn_d%g—

nation and astonishment in Congress; and he was,

repeatedly premonished of the certain ruin in which
he would thereby involve his chatacter and conse-
quence; and of the necessity which Congress would
be laid under, of vindicating themselves by some act
which would expose and condemn him to all the
world. | -

P ——————

TrURSDAY, DECEMBER 19TH.

See Journals.

S ——

Fripay, DEcEMBER 20TH.

A motion was made by Mr. HamiLToN for revis-
ing the requisitions of the preceding and present
years, in order to reduce them more within the
faculties of the States. In support of the motion
it was urged, that the exorbitancy of the demands
produced a despair of fulfilling them, which be-
numbed the efforts for that purpose. On the other
side, it was alleged that a relaxation of the de-
mand would be followed by a relaxation of the
efforts; that unless other resources were substituted,
either the States would be deluded by such a mea-
sure into false expectations, or, in case the truth
should be disclosed to prevent that effect, that the
enemy would be encouraged to persevere in the war

Vor. 1.—15%






1782.] DEBATES. 235

that Mr. LiviNnesToN might be prevailed on to serve
till the spring. The Committee found him in this
disposition, and their report was agredd to without
opposition. See the Journal.

A ——————

Moxpay, DEcEMBER 23RD.

The motion to strike out the words “accruing to
the United States,” was grounded on a denial of the
principle that a capture and possession by the enemy
of moveable property extinguished or affected the
title of the owners. On the other side, this principle
was asserted as laid down by the best writers, and
conformable to the practice of all nations; to which
was added, that if a contrary doctrine were esta-
blished by Congress, innumerable claims would be
brought forward by those whose property had, on
recapture, been applied to the public use. See
Journal. -

Letters were this day received from Dr. Franklin,
Mr. Jay and the Marquis de la Fayette. They
were dated the fourteenth of October. That from
the first enclosed a copy of the second commission
to Mr. Oswald, with sundry preliminary articles,
and distrusted the British Court. That from the
second expressed great jealousy of the French
Government, and referred to an intercepted letter
from Mr. Marbois, opposing the claim of the United
States to the fisheries. This despatch produced
much indignation against the author of the inter-
cepted letter, and visible emotions in some against
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the charges on that subject, and with concomitant
circumstances may engender the opposxte extreme
of the gratitude and cordiality nowr felt towards
France; as the closest friends in a rupture ave:-apt
to become the bitterest foes. Much will, depend,
however, on the course ‘pursuéd by Britain.  The
'liberal one Oswald seems to be pursuing will much .
promote an alienation of temper in- America from
France. It is not improbable that the intercepted
letter from Marbois came through Oswald’s hands.
If Great Britain, therefore; yields the fisheries and
the back territory, America will feel the obligatien
to her, not to France, who appears to be illiberal as
to the first; and favorable to Spain as {o the .second,
object; and, consequently, has.forfeited thie-gonfi-
dence of the States intérested in eithet -éf ¢hem.
Candor will suggest, however, that the situdtion of
France is and has been extremely perplexing.. The
object of her blood and money was not only the-in-
dependence, but the commerce and gratitude of Ame-
rica; the commerce to render independence the more
useful, the gratitude to rendeér that commerce the
more permanent. It was necessary, therefore, she
supposed, that America should be exposed to the
cruelties of her enemies, and be made sensible of
her own weakness, in order to be grateful to the
hand that relieved her. This policy, if discovered,
tended, on the other hand, to speil the whole. Ex-
perience shows that her truest policy would have
been to relieve America by the most direct and
generous means, and to have mingled with them
no artifice whatever. With respect to Spain, also,
the situation of France has bpen as peculiarly deli-
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~ dleton. Congress verbally resolved, that the depar-
ture of the deputies for Rhode Islsnd should be
suspended until the further order of Congress; Mr.
MupisoN promisind to give any information he mﬂght
receive by the post. The arrival of the post ‘-
mediately ensued. A .letter to Mr. MapisonN from
Mr. Randolph conﬁrmed the fact, and was communi- ‘
cated to Congress. The most intelligent members
were deeply affected, and prognostlcated a failure of
the impost scheme, dnd the most pernicious- effects
to the character, the duration, and the interests of
the Confederacy. It was at length, notwithstand-
ing, determined to persist in the attempt for perma-
nent revenue, and a committee was appointed to
report the steps proper to be taken. - e

A motion was made by Mr. RurLEpGE to- stnke
out the salvage for recaptures on land, on the same
principle as he did the words “aceruing to the
United States.” As the latter had been retained ,
by barely seven States, and one of these was not
present, . the motion of Mr. RuTLEDGE succeeded.
Some of those who were on the other side, in conse-
quence, voted against the whole resolution, and it
failed. By compromise it passed as reported by the
Committee.

The Grand Committee reported, after another
meeting, with respect to the old money, that it
should be rated at forty for one. The Chair.decided,
on a question raised, that according to rule the
blank should not have been filled up by the Com-
mittee; so the rate was expunged.

%
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was announced. The general idea was, that the
two most respectable powers of Europe would not
interpose without. a serious desire ‘of peace, and
without the energy requisite to effect it. The hope
of peace was, therefore, mingled with an apprehen-
sion that considerable concessions might be exacted
from America by the mediators, as a compensation ¥ .
for the essential one which Great Britain was to
submit to. . Congress, on a trial, found it impossible,
from the diversity of opinions and interests, to define
any other claims than those of independence and the .
alliance. A discretionary power, therefore, was to
be delegated with regard to all other claims. Mr.
Apams was the sole minister for peace; he was per-
sonally at variance with the French Ministry; his
judgment had not the confidence of some, nor his
partiality in case of an interference of claims es-
poused by different quarters of the United States,
the confidence of others; a motion to associate with -
him two colleagues, to wit, Mr. Franklin and Mr.
Jay, had been disagreed to by Congress; the former
of these being interested as one of the land compa-
nies in territorial claims, which had less chance of
being made good in any other way than by a reposg
session of the vacant country by the British Crown ;
the latter belonging to a State interested in such
arrangements as would deprive the United States
of the navigation of the Mississippi, and turn the
western trade through New York; and neither of
them being connected with the Southern States.
The idea of having five ministers taken from the
whole Union was not suggested until the measurc
had been adopted, and communicated to the Cheva-
Vor. 1.—16
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and degree of this aid; that if we were in a pros-
perous or safe condition, compared with that in
which we adopted the expedient in question, this
change had been effected by the friendly succours
of our Ally, and that to take advantage of*it 1o
loosen the tie would not only bring on us the re-
proach of ingratitude, but induce France to believe
that she had no hold on our affections, but only in
our necessities; that in all possible situations' we
should be more in danger of being .seduced by
Great Britain, than of being sacrificed by France;
the interests of the latter, in the main, necessarily
coinciding with ours, and those of the former being
diametrically opposed to them; that as to the inter
cepted letter, there were many reasons which indi-
cated that it came through the hands of the enemy
to Mr. Jay; that it ought, therefore, to be regarded,
even if genuine, as communicated for insidious pur-
poses; but that there was strong reason to suspect
that it had been adulterated, if not forged; and that
on the worst supposition, it did not appear that the
doctrines maintained, or the measures recommended
in it, had been adopted by the French Ministry, and
consequently that they ought not to be held respon-
sible for them.

Upon these considerations it was proposed by Mr.
WoLcorT, seconded by Mr. HamiLon, that the mo-
tion of Mr. CLark should be postponed, which took
place without a vote.®

Mr. MapisoNn moved that the letter of Dr. Frank-
lin, of the fourteenth of October, 1782, should be
referred to a committee, with a view of bringing into
consideration the preliminary article proposing that
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the United States may be opened to a direct com-
merce .of British subjects; or at least that such
direct commerce be extended to all parts of the Bri-
tish dominions and possessions in Europe and the
West Indies; and the said Ministers are informed,
that this stlpulatlon will be particularly expecte&' by
Congress, in case the citizens and ‘subjects of each
party are to be admitted to an equality in matters
of commerce with natives of the other party.” |

.
P \
.

‘Wipngspay, JaNvany lst, 1783,

The decision of the controversy between Gonnec-
ticut and Pennsylvania was reported. . |
 The communications made from the Mimister of
France concurred, with other circamstances, in
effacing the i impressions made by Mr. Jay’s letter and
Marbois’s enclosed. The. vote of thanks to Count
Rochambeau passed with unanimity and cordiality,
and afforded a fresh proof that the resentment aga.mst
France had greatly subslded.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 2ND.

-

Nothing requiring notice.

FRi1DAY; JANUARY 3RD.

The vote of thanks to the Minister of France,
which passed yesterday, was repealed. in conse-
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Mr. Berkley having represented some inconve-
niences incident to the plan of a Consular Conven-
tion between France and the United States, particu-
larly the restriction of Consuls from trading, and his
letter having been committed, a report was made
proposing that the Convention should for the present
be suspended. 'To this it had been objected, that, as
the Convention might already be concluded, such a
step was improper; and as the end might be obtained
by authorizing the Minister at Versailles to propose
particular alterations, that it was unnecessary. By
Mr. Mapson it had been moved, that the report
should be postponed, to make place for the conside-
ration of aa instruction and authority to the said
Minister for that purpose; and this motion had, in
consequence, been brought before Congress. On
this day the business revived. The sentiments of
the members were various, some wishing to suspend
such part of the Convention only as excluded Con-
suls from commerce; others thought this exclusion
too important to be even suspended; others, again,
thought the whole ought to be suspended during the
war; and others, lastly, contended that the whole
ought to be new modelled, the Consuls having too
maeny privileges in some respects, and too little
power in others. It was observable that this diver-
* Bity of opinions prevailed chiefly among the members
who had come in since the Convention had been
passed in Congress; the members originally present
adhering to the views which then governed them.
The subject was finally postponed ; eight States enly
being represented, and nine being requisite for such
a question. Even to have suspended the Convention,
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that it should appear to be the effect of demands
_from the army; as this precedent could not fail to
‘inspire a distrust of the spontaneous justice of Con-
gress, and to produce repetitions of the expedient.
He said that he had taken some measures with a view
to a payment for the army, which depended on events
not within our command; that he had. communicated
these measures to General Washington under an in-
junction of secrecy; that he could not yet disclose
them without endangering their success; that the
situation of our affairs within his department was so
alarming, that he had thoughts of asking Congress
to appoint a Confidential Committee to receive com-
munications on that subject, and to sanctify, by their
advice, such steps as-ought to be taken. Much loose
conversation passed on the critical state of things,
the defect of a permanent revenue, and the conse-
quences to be apprehended from a disappointment
of the mission from the army; which ended in ‘the
appointment of Friday evening next for an audience
to General McDougall, Col. Brooks and Col. Ogden,
the Deputies on the subject of the memorial; the
Superintendent to be present.

EEEEE————

WEDNESDAY, JANQARY 8tH, THURSDAY, JANUARY 9TH,
and Fripay, JaNvary 107R.

On the Report* for valuing the land conformably
to the rule laid down in the Federal Articles, the
Delegates from Connecticut contended for postponing

» This proposed to require the States to value the land, and return the valu-
ations to Congress.

VoL. 1.—16*
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rate, -lend a sanction to.a measure without even
Jmowing what it was, not to mention. the distrust

%which it manifested of their own prudence and
- fdelity, - It was, at length, proposed and agreed te,
that a ppecial committee, :consisting of Mr. Rur-
LepcE, Mr. Oscoop, and Mr. Mapison, should eonfer
with the Superintendent of Finance on the subject
of his letter, and make report to Congress. Afjer
the adjournment of Congress this Committee  con-
ferred with the Supenntendent ; who, after being
apprized of the difficulties which had arisen in' Cen-
gress, stated to them that the last account ‘of -vur
money. affaifs in Europe showed that, contrary to: his
expectations and estimates, there were three and-a
half millions of livres short of the bills aetually
drawn; that further drafts were.indispensable to
prevent a stop to the public service; that to make
good this deficiency there was only the further sue-
cess of Mr. Adame’ loan, and the friendship of Frangs,
to depend on; that it was necessary for him to de-
cide on the expediency of his staking the public: credit
on these contingent funds by further drafts ;.and that,
in making this decision, he wished for the sanction
of a committee of Congress; that this sanction was
preferable to that of Congress itself only, as it would
confide the risk attending bills drawn on such funds
to a smaller number, and as secrecy was essential in
the operation, as well to guard our affairs in general
from injury, as the credit of the bills in guestion
from debasement. It was supposed, both by the
Supenntendent -and the Committee, that there was,
in fact, little danger of bills drawn on France on the
credit of the loan of four millions of dollau applied
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dence on her. It was also adverted to, in private
conversation, as a great unhappiness, that during ne-
gotiations for peace, when an appearance of vigor
and resource were so desirable, such a proof of our
poverty and imbecility could not be avoided.

The conduct of Mr. HoweLL, &c., had led several,
and particularly Mr. PETERs, into an opinion that
some further rule and security ought to be provided
for concealing matters of a secret nature. On the
motion of Mr. PETERS, a committee, composed of him-
self, Mr. WiLLiamsoN, &c., was appointed to make a
report on the subject. On this day the report was
made. It proposed that members of Congress should
each subscribe an instrument pledging their faith and
honor not to disclose certain enumerated matters.

The enumeration being very indistinct and objec-
tionable, and a written engagement being held in-
sufficient with those who without it would violate
prudence or honor, as well as marking a general
distrust of the prudence and honor of Congress, the
report was generally disrelished; and after some
debate, in which it was faintly supported by Mr.
WiLLiamsoN, the Committee asked and obtained
leave to withdraw it.

A discussion of the report on the mode of valuing
the lands was revived. It consisted chiefly of a
repetition of the former debates.

In the evening, according to appointment on
Tuesday last, the Grand Committee met, as did the
Superintendent of Finance. The Chairman, Mr.
WoLcorr, informed the committee, that Colonels
Ogden and Brooks, two of the deputies from the
army, had given him notice that General McDougall,






1783.] DEBATES. 55
»

if possible, be procured for the army, and there was
ground to expect that the Court of France would

“Pe influericed by an apprehension that, in case of

ber. failare, and of - a pacification, GreafsBritain
might embrace the opportunity of substiteting her
favofs. - Mr. Mapison added, that it was expedient
te make the trial, because, if it failed, our situation
.could not be made worse; that it would be prudent

-ﬁv ‘n France, and therefore it might be expected of

"
- ]

.

her, to afford the United States sach supplies as

anblethemto dmbandtben:army in tran-
; lest some internal coxmxlmons might follow
extema.l peace, the issue of which ought not to be
hasarded ; that as the affections and gratitude of
thnscamtry,aswellasntsseparatnon from Great
Britain; were her objects in the Revolution, it would
also be incumbent on her to let the army be- dis-
banded under the impression of deriving their re-
wards through her friendship to their country ; since
their temper on their dispersion through the several
States, and being mingled in thé public councils,
would much affect the general temper towards
France; and that, if the pay of the army could be
oonverted into a consolidated debt bearing inferest,
the requisitions on the States for the principal might
be reduced to requisitions for the interest, and by
that means a favorable revolution so far mtrodnced
into our finances.
" The motion was opposed by Mr. Dy, because it
{vas improper to augment our foreign debts and
would appear extravagant to France. Several
others assented to it with reluctance, and several
others expressed serious scruples as honest men
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sity of the consoling influenc® of an immediate ad-
vance of pay. Colonel Ogden n@,% wished not,
indeed, to return to the army, if he was 49 -be the
messenger of disappoiptment to them. The' puties
were asked, first, what particular steps they sup-
posed would be taken by the army in case no pay
eould be immediately advanced; to which they an-
swered, that it was impossible to say, precisely, that
.although- the sergeants, and gome,of the most intel-
ligent privates, had been often observed in seques-
tered consultations, yet it was not known that any
prenteditated plan had been formed? that there was
sufficient reason to dread that &t least a mutiny
would ensue, and the rather as the temper of the
officers, at least those of -inferior grades, would with

less vigor than heretofore struggle against it. They -

remarked, on this occasion, that the situation of the
officers was rendered extremely: delicate, and had
been sorely felt, when called upon to punish in *sol-
diers a breach of engagements to the public, which
had been preceded by uniform and flagrant breaches
by the latter of its engagements to the former. Gen-
eral McDougall said, that the army were verging
to that state, which, we are told, will mak?. wise
man mad; and Colongt Brooks said, that his appre-
hensions were drawn from the circumstance that
the temper of the army was such, that they did not
reason or deliberate coolly on consequences, and,
therefore, a disappointment might,throw them blind-
ly into extremities. They observed, that the irrita-
tions of the army had resulted, in part, from the
distinctions made between the civil'and military

lists, the former regularly rgcemng their salaries, .

VoL. 1.—17
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its dissolution, the benefits expected from the Revo-
lution would be greatly impaired; and as, in particu-
lar, the contests which might ensue among the States
would be sure to embroil the officers which respect-
ively belonged to them.

On the third point, to wit, “ half-pay for life,” they
expressed equal dissatisfaction at the States which
opposed it, observing that it formed a part of the
wages stipulated to them by Congress, and was but
a reasonable provision for the remnant of their lives,
which had been freely exposed in the defence of their
country, and would be incompatible with a return to
occupations and professions for which military habits,
of seven years standing, unfitted them. They com-
plained that this part of their reward had been in-
dustriously and artfully stigmatized in many States
with the name of pension, although it was as reason-
able that those who had lent their blood and services
to the public should receive an annuity thereon, as
those who had lent their money; and that the officers,
whom new arrangements had, from time to time,
excluded, actually labored under the opprobrium of
pensioners, with the additional mortification of not
receiving a shilling of the emoluments. They re-
ferred, however, to their memorial to show that they
were authorized and ready to commute their half-
pay for any equivalent and less exceptionable pro-
vision.

After the departure of the Deputies, the Grand
Committee appointed a sub-committee, consisting of
Mr. HamutoN, Mr. MapisoN, and Mr. RuTLEDGE, to
report arrangements, in concert with the Supern-
tendent of Finance, for their consideration.
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in the course of the discussion, was, how. far the
Articles required a specific valuation, and how far it
gave a latitude as to the mode; on this point, also,
there was a diversity of opinions, but no vote taken.

Secondly, as. to the mode itself- referred to the
Grand Committee, it was strongly objected to by the
Delegate from Connecticut, Mr. DYEr, by Mr. Hamiv-
roN, by Mr. WiLson, by Mr. CarroLL, and by Mr.
Mabison, as leaving the States too much to the bias
of interest; as well as too uncertain and tedious in
the execution. In favor of the Report was Mr.
RuTLEDGE, -the father of it, who thought' the honor
of the States, and their mutual confidence, a sufficient
security against frauds and the suspicion of them.
Mr: Goruam favored the Report also, as the least
impracticable mode, and as it was necessary to at-
tempt at least some compliance with the federal rule
before any attempt could be properly made to vary
it. An opinion entertained by Massachusetts, that
she was comparatively in advance to the United
States, made her arixious for a speedy settlement of
the mode by which a final apportionment of the
common burden could be effected. The sentiments
of the other members of the Committee were not
expressed. :

Mr. HamiLToN proposed, in lieu of a reference of the
valuation to the States, to class the lanids throughout
the United States under distinctive descriptions, viz:
arable, pasture, wood, &c., and to annex a uniform
rate to the several classes according to their dif-
ferent comparative value, calling on the States only
for a return of the quantities and descriptions. This
mode would have been acceptable to the more com-
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WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 15TH.

A letter, dated the nineteenth of December, from
General Greene, was received, notifying the evacua-
tion of Charleston. It was, in the first place, referred
to the Secretary of Congress for publication; except-
ing the passage which recited the exchange of pri-
soners, which, being contrary to the resolution of the
sixteenth of October against partial exchanges, was
deemed improper for publication. It was in the next
place referred to a committee, in order that some
complimentary report might be made in favor of
General Greene and the Southern army. Dr. Ram-
saY, having come in after this reference, and being
uninformed of it, moved that a.committee might be
appointed to devise a proper mode of expressing to
General Greene the high sense entertained by Con-
gress of his merits and services. In support of his
motion, he went into lavish praises of General
Greene, and threw out the idea of making him
a Lieutenant General.. His motion being opposed
as somewhat singular and unnecessary after the
reference of General Greene’s letter, he withdrew it.

A letter was received from General Washington
enclosing a certificate from Mr. Chittenden, of Ver-
mont, acknowledging the receipt of the communica-
tion which General Washington had sent him of the
proceedings of Congress on the fifth of December,
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Delegates at liberty to communicate the extract to
their constituents, in such form and under such cau-
tions as they should judge prudent” The motion
8o varied was adopted by Mr. RuTLEDGE, and substi-
tuted in place of the original one. K was, however,
still opposed by the opponents of the original motion.
Mr. Mapison observed, that as all the States had
espoused, in some degree, the doctrine of confisca-

tions, and as some of them had givemwinstructiens to °

their Delegates on the subject, it was the. duty of

Congress, without inquiring into the expediency of

confiscations, to prevent as far as they could .any

measures which might impede that.object i nego- |

tiations for peace, by inducing an opmloﬁ that. the
United States were not firm with respect to.it; that
in this view it was of consequence to pseyent the

repeal, and even the attempt of a repeal, of the con- *

fiscation law of one of the States; and that if a con-
fidential ‘communication of* the extract in question
would answer such a purpose, it was improper for

Congress to-oppose it. On a question, the motion .

was negatived, Congress. being much divided there-
on. Several of those who weré in the megative
were willing that the Delegates of South Carolina
should be licensed to transmit to their State what
related to the refugees, omitting what related to -
British debts, and invited Mr. RuTLEDGE to renew
his motion in that qualified form.. Others.suggested
the .propriety of his contradicting. the misrepresen-
tations in general, without referring to any official
information received by Congress. Mr. RerLEDeE
said he would think further on the subject, and
desired that it might lie over.
VoL. IL—17*
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FroM Frinay, 17'1'11',. 10 TuESDAY, 2laT. »
See Journals.

A letter from Mr. Adams, of the eighth: day of
October, 1782, containing prophetic obsegyations
relative to the expedition of Lord Howe for ‘the
relief of Gibraltar and its consequeces, &cs &c
excited, &c. &ec.

Another letter from the sarhe, relative to t.be
Treaty of Amity and Commerce, and the: Conven-
tion with the States General concerning vessels re- *
captured, copies of which accompanied the letterd.
These papers were committed to Mr. Mapison, Ma.
HamiLton, and Mr. ELLsworTn.” .

»
q .

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 22ND. ‘

Congress adjourned to give the Committee on the
Treaty and Convenuon time to prepare a report
thereon. .

THURSDAY,. JANUARY 23tw

The report of the Commlttee lagt mentxoned—con-
sisting of a state of the vakiations, in the Treaty of .
Amity and Commerce with the States General, from
the plan proposed by Congress, of a form of mtifica-
tion of the said Treaty and of the Convention, and of
a proclamation comprehending both—was accepted o
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A committee, consisting of Mr. Mapmon, Mr. M1r-

FLIN, and Mr. WiLL1AMSO, reported, in constgafnce

of a motion of Mr. BLaxD, a list of books ploper for

the use of Congaess, and proposed thathe Secretary

should be instrjpeted to procure the same. Ip favor *

of ‘the report it:3is urged as- Mspensﬂii, that
Congress shod¥d have at all times at 1 &

authors on the lag of nations, treaties, nego&
d&c., & would render their pmceedm* in sucl‘ﬂpes
conformable to propnety, and-§§-was observed that |
the want of this information wa#anifest in sev’al A
important acts-of Congress. It was furthe; obww
that no' time ought to- be lost in . ecﬁqg eve
book and tract which related-to An ncax anthli
tiessand the affairs of the United States, since mangy
of the most. valuable of thes were evefy‘day be-
coming extinct; and they were-i gEryg not only ®
as materials for a History®f*the Unit g ‘Btates, but °
might be rendered still more so bt ﬁire"teten-
sﬁns against their rights ﬁ'oﬁﬁpunf’or other pow-
ers which had. shared in the disdbveries and posses-
sions of the N ew‘onrld iMAgal
urged, first, the inconvenience of advancimjgeven a

~ few bhundred pounds-at this ¢Jisis; secondly, the
.difference of expense between p ing the books
during the war‘and affer a peace. These obJectlond.
prevailed by a considerable majority. A motion  °
was then made by Mr. WiLsoy, seconded by Mr. «

¢ Map1son, to confine the purchase, for the present, tg o N
the most essential part of the bgoks This alse was .

negatived. . -&* ’ »

L 4
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for conductmg the war, it could not be expecOed
that Congress would agquiesce - in any infractions
upon it; that as Pennsylvania had comeurred in
the allenatlon ‘of this power to Wecs any law
whatever contgavemng it was necessarily void, and
could impose no opligation on the Executige,: , The
latter requesled further time for a consifi¥paf
of the case, and laid it before the Leglslature then »
sitting; in consequence of which s¢ Commiffipe
their body was appointéd, jointly with the Ky
tive, to confer with the . Con‘hittee of Cong:re
In this second conference the first remarks " "fv y
the Committee of Congress were- repea all.. The
Committee of the Legislature expdused" ‘B’ unwil-
lingpess to entrench on the jurisdiction of Congress,
but some of them seemed net to.be fully, satisfied
that the law of the State did so.* Mr. Megtgossery, ¢
lately a member of Congress, o ed,"ghat ahhnugh
the general power of war was given' to

yet that the mode of exercising that g¥wer mlght be
regulated by the States in anyMer which'would

not frustrate the power, and*which their policy might -
require. 'To this it was answered, that if fgongress .
had the power ‘at allyit could not, either by the
Articles of Confederation or thd*reason of things,
admit of such a controlling power in each of the™
States; and that to adfit such a construction would

be a virtual surrender to the States of their whole 4
federal power relative to war, the most essential ofa g
all the powers delegated to Congregs. The Commn-

tee of the Legislature represented, as the great dj - »
culty with them, that even a repeal of the law wo d
not remedf the case without a retrospective daw, &

B
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if the seizors would apply to Congress for redress,
such steps would be taken as would be satisfac-
tory. 'The hint was embraced, and both the Execu-
tive and the Committee of the Legislature promised
to use their influence with the persons of most influ-
ence among the seizors for that purpose. In conse-
quence thereof a memorial from John Hannum, Per-
sifor Frazer, and Joseph Gardner, was sent in to
Congress, committed to the same Committee of Con-

gress, and their Report of this day agreed to, in which
the President of Pennsylvama is requested to appoint
one of the referees. It-is proper to observe that
this business was conducted with great temPe!' and
harmony; and that President Dickinson, in particu-
lar, manifested, throughout the course of it, as great
a desire to save the rights and dignity of Congress
as those of the State over which he presided. Asa
few of the seizors only were parties to the memorial
to Congress, it is still uncertain whether others may
not adhere to their claims under the law, in which
case all the embarrassments will be revived.

In a late report, which had been drawn up. by Mr.
HamvrtoN, and made to Congress, in answgr to &
memorial from the Legislature of- Pennsylvanis,
among other things showing the impossibility Con-
gress had been under of paying their creditors, it
was observed, that the aid afforded by the Court
of France had been appropriated by that Court,
at the time, to the immediate use of the army.
This clause was objected to as unnecessary, and as
dishonorable to Congress. The fact also was contro-
verted. Mr. HamiLTon and Mr. FiTzsiMmmons justified
the expediency of retaining it, in order to justify Con-

Vor. 1.—18
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United States, in common with all the creditors of
the same, have an undoubted right to expect such
security; and that Congress will make every effort
in their power to obtain from the -respéctive States
general and-substantial funds adequate to the object
of funding the whole debt of the United States;
and that Congress ought to enter upon an imme-
diate- and full consideration of the nature of-such
funds, and the most likely mode of obtaining them.
- With respect to the third article, the Committee
are of opinion that it will be expedient for Congress
to leave it -to the option of all officers entitled to
half-pay, either to preserve their elaim to that pro-
vision as it now stands by the several resoluhons of
Congress upon that subject, or to accept —— years
full pay, to be paid ‘to them in one year after the
conclusion of the war, in money, or placed upon
good funded'security, bearing an annual interest of
six per cdhit.; provided that the allowance to widows
and orphans of such officers as have died or been
killed, or may die or be killed, in the service during
the war, shall remain as established by the- resolu-
. tion of the ———— day of

With respect to the fourth and ﬁﬁh articles, the
Committee beg leave to delay their report until they
have obtained more precise mformatlon than they
now possess on the subject. “

The first clause of this report relative - to imme-
diate pay passed without opposition. The Superin-
tendent had agreed to make out one month’s pay.
Indeed, long before the arrival of the Deputies, he
had made contingent and secret provision for that
purpose; and to ensure it now, he meant, if neces-
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| SATURﬁAY JANUARY 25TH.

The Secretary of Congress havmg suggested fo a
member that the contract with the Court of France
specifying the sums due from' the United States,
although extremely generous on the part of ‘the
former, had been ratified without any such acknows
ledgments by the latter; that this was. the first, in-
stance in which such acknowledgments had heen
omitted, and that the omission would be singularly
improper at a.time when we were soliciting further
aids; these observations being made to Congress,
the rauﬁcauon ‘was - reconsidered, and .the words
“impressed with,” &c., inserted.

The report on the memonal was. resumed By
Mr. HamiLtoN, Mr. FirzsivmMons, and one or two
others who had conversed with Mr. Morris on the
change of the last day of December for the -
day of August, it was suggested that the change
entively contravened the measures pursued by his
Department; and moved for a reconsideration of it,
in order to inquire into the subject. Without going
into details, they urged this as a.reason sufficient.
The Eastern Delegates, although they wished for
unanimity and system in future proceedings relative
to our funds and finances, were very stiff in retaining
the vote which coincided with the steps taken by
their constituents. Of -this much complaint was
made. Mr. RuTLEDGE, on this occasion, alleging that
Congress ought not to be led by general suggestions
derived from the Office of Finance, joined by Mr.
Gervars, voted against the reconsideration. The
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in any arrangement on this head; so averse were
they to what they call pensions. Several having
calculated that the annual amount of half-pay was
between four and five hundred- thousand dollars,
and-the interest of the gross sum nearly two-thirds
of that sum, Cengress were struck with the neces-
sity of proceeding with  more caution, and for that
purpose committed the report to- a Committee of
five—Mr. Oscoop, Mr. ¥Frrzsmmons, Mr. Gnnv.ue,
Mr. Haminton, and Mr. WiLson. .

‘On the motion of Mr. WiLsoN, Monday next was
assigned for the consideration of the resolution ‘on
the second clause. of the report on the memorial
from the.army. He ohserved, that this was neces-
sary to prevent the resolution: from bemg like many
others, vox e preterea mlul. ‘ | |

Mommr, JANU ARY 27-m

A letter from General WuMgton was recelved,
notifying the death of Lord Stirling, and enclosing a
report of the officer sent to apprehend Knowlton and
Wells. (See page 209.) - ~

The following is an extract from the report “He
( one Israel Smith ) further said, that Knowlton_and
Wells had received a letter from JoNaTHAN ARNOLD,
Esquire, at Congress, part of which. was made pub-
lic, which informed them that affairs in Congress
were unfavorable to them, and would have them to
look out for themselves. What other information
this letter contained, he could not say. I found, in
my march through the State, that the last men-

Vor. 1.—18*
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activity in resisting the enemy, and an unexampled
‘patience under the losses and calamities occasioned
by the war. In one point only he said they had ap-
peared to be deficient, and that was a cheerful pay-
ment of taxes. In other free governments it had
been seen that taxation had been carried further, and
more patiently borne, than in States where the peo-
ple were excluded from the governments; the peaple
considering themselves the sovereign as well as the
subject, and as receiving with one hand what they
paid with the other.. - The peculiar repugnance of
the ‘people of the United States to taxes, he sup-
posed, proceeded, first, from the odious light in which
they had been, under the old government, in the habit
of regarding them ; secondly, from the direct manner
in which taxes in this country had been laid, whereas
in all other countries:taxes were paid in.a way that
was. little felt at the time. 'That it could not pro-
ceed altogether. from inability, he said, must be obvi-
ous: nay, that the ability of the United States was
equal to the public burden could be demonstrated.
According to calculations of the best writers, the in-
habitants of Great Britain paid, before the present
war, at the annual rate of at least twenty-five shil-
lings sterling per head. Accordmg to like calcula-
tions, the inhabitants of the United States, before. the
Revolution, paid, mdu'ectly and insensibly, at the
rate of at least ten shillings sterling per .head. Ac-
cording to the computed depreciation of the paper
emissions, the burden insensibly borne by the inhabi-
tants of the United States had amounted, during the
~ first  three or four years of the war, to not less than
twenty millions of dollars per annum—a burden, too,
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justice cannot be done to the creditors of the United
States, nor the restoration of public credit be effected,
nor the future exigencies of the war provided for,
but by the establishment of general funds to be col-
lected by Congress.” -

This motion was seconded by Mr. Frrzsmmons

Mr. BLaND desired that Congress would, before the
discussion proceeded further, receive a-communica-
tion of sundry papers tramsmitted to the Virginia
Delegates by.the Executive of that State, two of
which had relation to the question .béfore Congress.
These were—first, a resolution of the General As-
sembly declaring its inability to pay more than fitty
thousand pounds, Virginia: curreney, towards com-
plying with the demands of Congress; seconddy, the
act repealing the act granting the impost of five per
cent. These papers were received and read.

Mr. Worcorr expressed some astonishment at the
ineonsistency- of these two acts of Virginia; sup-
posed that they had an unfavorable aspect on the
business before Congress, and proposed that the
latter should be postponed for the present. He w
not seconded.

Mr. GorEAM favored the general 1dea of the mo-
tion, animadverting on the refusal of Virginia to
contribute the necessary sums, and at the same mo--
ment repealing her concurrence in the only scheme
that promised to supply a deficiency of contributions.
He thought the motion, however, inaccurately ex-
pressed, since the word “general ” might-be under-
stood to refer to every possible object of taxation, ‘as
well as to the operation of a particular tax through-
out the States. He observed that the non-payment
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the collection would be effected with fewer officers
under the management of Congress than under that
of the States.

- Mr. GorHAM observed, that Mr. HaMirToN was mis-
taken in the representation he had given of the col-
lection of taxes in several of the States, particularly
in that of - Massachusetts, where the collection waghy
on a footing which rendered it sufficiently certain.

Mr. WiLson, having risen to explain something
which had fallen from him, thtew out the suggestion
that several branches of the revenue, if yielded by
all the States, would perhaps be more just and satis-
factory than any single-one;- for example, an 1mpost
on trade combined with a land tax. o

Mr. Dykr expressed a strong dislike to a collction
by officers appointed under Congress, and supposed
the States would never be brought to consent to it.

Mr. Ramsay was decidedly in favor of the propo-
sition.. . Justice, he said, entitled those who had lent
their money and services'to the United States to
look to them for payment; that if general and cer-
tain revenues were not provided, the conseq
would be that the army and public creditors m
have soon to look to their respective States only
for satisfaction; that the burden in this case would
fall unequally on the States; that rivalships relative
to trade would impede a regular impost, and would
produce confusion among the States; that some of
the States would never make, of themselves, provi-
sion for half-pay, and that the army would be so far
defrauded of the rewards stipulated to them by Con-
gress; that although it might be uncertain whether
the States would accede to plans founded on the
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lature of Pennsylvania had, at their last meeting,
been dissuaded from appropriating their revenue to
the payment of their own citizens, creditors of the
United States, instead of remitting it to the Conti-
nental Treasury, merely by the urgent representa-
tions of a Committee of Congress, and by the hope
that some general system in favor of all the publi
creditors would be adopted; that the 'Legislatur&
were now again assembled, and, although sensible
of the tendency of such an example, thought it their
duty, and meant, in case the prospect of such a sys-
tem vanished, to proceed immediately to the separate
appropriations formerly in contemplation.

On the motion of Mr. Mapison, the whole proposi-
tion was new-modelled, as follows:

“'That it is the opinion of Congress that the esta-
blishment of permanent and adequate funds, to
operate generally throughout the United States, is
indispensably necessary for doing complete justice
to the creditors of the United States, for restoring
public credit, and for providing for the future exi-
gencies of the war.” The words “to be collected
under the authority of Congress” were, as a sepqn
question, left to be added afterwards.

Mr. RurLEDGE objected to the term * generally,”
as implying a degree of uniformity in the tax which
would render it unequal. -He had. in view particu-
larly a land tax, according to quality, as had been
proposed by the Office of Finance. He thought the
prejudices of the people opposed the idea of a gen-
eral tax ; and seemed, on the whole, to be disinclined
to it himself, at least if extended beyond an impost

Vor. 1.—19
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question of great importance, how far the Federal
Government can or ought to exert coercion against
delinquent members of the Confederacy; and that
without such coercion no certainty could attend the
constitutional mode, which referred every thing to
the unanimous punctuality of thirteen different coun-
cils. Considering, therefore, a continental revenue
as unattainable, and periodical requisitions from
Congress as inadequate, he was inclined to make
trial of the middle mode of permanent State funds, to
be provided at the recommendation of Congress, and
appropriated to the discharge of the common debt.

Mr. HamiLTon, in reply to Mr. ELLsworTH, dwelt
long on the inefficacy of State funds. He supposed,
too, that greater obstacles would arise to the execu-
tion of the plan than to that of a general revenue.
As an additional reason for the latter to be collected
by officers under the appointment of Congress, he
signified, that, as the energy of the Federal Govern-
ment was evidently short of the degree necessary
for pervading and uniting the States, it was expe-
dient to introduce the influence of officers deriving
their emoluments from, and consequently interebted
in supporting the power of, Congress. *

Mr. WiLLiamsoN was of opinion, that continental
funds, although desirable, were unattainable, at least
to the full amount of the public exigencies. - He

* This remark was imprudent and injurious to the cause which it was meant
to serve. This influence was the very source of jealousy which rendered the
States averse to a revenue under collection, as well as appropriation of Con-
gress. All the members of Congress who concurred, in any degree, with the
States in this jealousy, smiled at the disclosure. Mr. BLaxp, and still more
Mr. Lz, who were of this number, took notice, in private conversation, that
Mr. Haravron had let out the secret.
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Will the first be adequate to the object? - The
contrary seems to be maintained by no one. If
reason did not sufficiently premonish; experience has
suﬁ'lciently demonstrated, that a punctual and unfail-
ing compliance, by thirteen separate and indepen-
dént governments, with periodical demands of mo-
ney from Congress, can never be reckoned upom
with the certainty requisite to satisfy our creditors,
or to tempt others to beeome our creditors in fature.

~ Secondly. Will funds separately established with-
in each State, and the amount submitted to the ap-
_propriation of Congress, be adequate to the object ?
The only advantage which is thought to recom-
mend this plan is, that the States will be ‘with less.
difficulty prevailed upon to adopt it.-. Its mp&’fec
tions are, first, that it must be-. preceded by a final
and satisfactory adjustment of all accounts between
the United States and individual States; and by an
apportionment founded on ‘a valuation of all the
lands throughout each of the States, in pursuance of
the law of the Confederation; for -although - the
. States do not as yet insist on these pre-requisites in
the case of annual demands on them, with which
they very little comply, and that only in the way of
an open account, yet these conditions would ¢er-
tainly be exacted in case of a permanent cession of
revenue; and the difficulties and delays, to say the
least, incident to these conditions, can escapeno one.
Secondly, the produce of the funds being always, in
the first instance, in the hands and under the control
of the States separately, might, at any time, and
on various pretences, be diverted to State objects.
Thirdly, that jealousy which is as natural to the






1783. ] DEBATESe 295

memotial from Pennsylvania, and of the information
just given on the floor by one of its Delegates, (Mr:
FrrzsiMMons, ) renders it extremely probable that
that State would, as soon as it should be known that
Congress had declined such provision, or-the States
rejected it, appropriate the revenue required by Con-
gress to the payment of its own citizens and troops;
creditors of the United States. 'The irregular con-
duct of other States on this subject, enforced by such
an example, could not fail to spread the evil through-
out the whole continent. - What, then, would become
-of the Confederation? What would be the authority
of Congress? What the tie' by which the -States
could be held together? What the source by which
the -army could be subsisted and clothed? What
the mode of dividing and dischdrging our foreign
debts? What the rule of settling ‘the internal ae:
counts? What the tribunal by which ' controversies
among the States could be adjudicated ? o

It ought to be carefully remembered, that this sub-
ject was brought before Congress by a very solemn
-appeal from the army to the justice and gratitude of
their country. Besides immediate pay, they ask for
permanent security for arrears. ' Is not this request
a reasonable one? Will it be just or politic to pass
over the only adequate secunty that can be devised,
and instead of fulfilling the stipulations of.the: United
States to them, to leave them to seek their rewards
separately from the States to which they. respectively
belong ?. The patience of the army has been equal
to their bravery, but' that patience must have its
limits, and the result of despalr cannot be foreseen,
nor ought to be risked. -
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preserve like order and Justlce among theu respec-
tive members. .

It has been objected that the States have mani-
fested such aversion to the impast on trade, as renders
any recommendations of a general revenue hopeless
and imprudent. It must be admitted that the -8bn-
duct of the States on that subject is less encouraging
than were to be wished. A review of it, however,
does not excite despondence. The impost was
adopted .immediately, and in its: utmost latitude, by
several of the States. Several, also, which complied
partially with it at first, have since complied more
liberally. One of them,-after Yong refusal, has com-
plied substantially. Two States only have failed al-
together ; and, as to one of them, it is not known that
its failure has proceeded from a decided opposition to
it. On the whole, it appears that the necessity.and
reasonableness of the scheme have been gaining
ground among the States. He was aware that one
exception ought to be made to this inference; an-ex-
ception, too, which .it peculiarly concerned him to
advert to. The State of Virginia, as appears by an
act yesterday laid before Congress, has withdrawn
its assent once given to the scheme. . This circum-
stance could not but produce some embarrassment
in a Representative of that State advocating the
scheme—one, too, whose principles were extremely
unfavorable to a disregard of the sense of constita-
ents. But it ought not to deter him from listening to
considerations which, in the present case, ought to
prevail over it. One of these considerations was,
that although the Delegates who compose Congress
more immediately represented, arid were amenable

VorL. L—19*
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objects were kept back intentionally, until the gene-
ral principle could be irrevocably fixed, when Con-
gress would be bound, at all events, to go on with
the project; whereupon——- |

Mr. Frrzsmamons expressed- some concern at the
turn which the discussion seemed to be taking. "H®e
said, that unless mutual confidence prevailed no pro-
gress could be made towards the attainment of those
ends which all, in some way or other, aimed at. It -
was a mistake to suppose that any specific plan had
been preconcerted among the patrons of a general
revenue. .

Mr. WiLsor, thh whom the motion ongmated
gave his assurances that it was neither the effect of
preconcert with others, nor of ‘any determinate plap
matured by himself; ‘that be had been led into it by
the declaration, on Saturday last, by Congress, that
substantial funds ought to be provided, by the me-
morial of the army from which that declaration had
resulted; by the memorial .from the State of Pemn-
sylvania, holding out the idea of separate appropria-
tions of her revenue, unless provision were made for
the public creditors; by the deplorable and dishon-
orable situation ef public affairs, which had com-
pelled Congress to draw bills on the unpromised and
contingent bounty of their Ally, and which was
likely ' to banish the Superintendent of - Finance,
whose place could not be supplied, from his Depart-
ment. He observed that he had not introduced
details ifito the debate because he thought them pre-
mature, until a general principle should be fixed;
and that as soon as the principle should be fixed he
would, although not furnished with any digested
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tax; he was in favor of the mode of cohducting
the busmess urged by Mr. Mabpison.

On the motion for the commitment, six States
were in.favor of it, and five against it; so it was
lost. In this vote the merits of the main proposxtxon
very little entered.

Mr, Lk said, that it was a waste of. time to be
forming resolutions and settling- principles on this
subject. He asked whether these would ever bring
any money into the publie treasury. ' His opinion
was that Congress ought, in order to guard against
the inconvenience of meetings of the different Legis-
latures at different and even distant periods, to call
upon the Executives to convoke them all at one
period, and to lay before them a full state of
public affairs. He said the States would ne(v’z
agree to those plans which tended to aggrandize
Congress; that they were jealous of the power. of
Congress, and that he acknowledged himself to be
one of those who thought this jealousy not an un--
reasonable one; that no one who had ever opened a
page, or read a line, on the subject of liberty could
be insensible to the danger of surrendering the purse
into the same hands which held the sword. - -

The debate was suspended by an adjournment.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 20TH.

Mr. Frrzsivmons reminded Congress of the nu-
merous inaccuracies and errors in the American
column of the Treaty with Holland, and proposed
that a revision of it, as ratified, should take place,
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-,
Committee of the Whole, to consider of the most
effectual means of restoring public credit; and the
proposition relative to general revenue was referred
to the Committee. Mr. CarroLL was elected into
the chair, and the proposition taken up. - .

Mr. BLaND proposed to alter the words of the pro-
position, so as to make it read establishment of funds
“on taxes or-duties, to operate generally,” d&c. This
was agreed to as-a more correct phraseology Mr.
HamLToN objected to it at first, supposing, through
mistake, that, it might exclude the back lands which
was a fund in contemplatiod of some gentleméh. :

Mr. Mapison, having adverted to the jealousy .of
Mr. RuTLEDGE, of a. latent scheme to fix g tax .on
land according to its quantity, moved that betwegn

the words “generally” and “to operate ™ might be |

inserted the words “and in just proportion.”. ¥
Mr. WiLson said he had no: objection:to this
amendment but that it might be referred to the

taxes individually, and uynnecessarily fetter Con-

gress ; since, if the taxes collectively should opgate
in just proportion, it would be sufficient. He in-
stanced a land-tax and an impost on trade—the for-
mer of which might press hardest on the Southern,
and the latter on the Eastern, but both together
might distribute the burden pretty umformly From
this consideration he moved that the words ¢ @ the
whole” might be prefixed to the words *in just
proportion.” This amendment to the amendment:
of Mr. Mapison was seconded by Mr. BoupinoT, and
agreed to without opposmon, as was afterwards the
whole amendment.

Mr, WiLsoN. in order to leave the scheme open for

® .

+
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The interest of this debt, at six per ce?lt., is two
millionssour hundred thousand dollars; to which it
will be prudent te add six hundred thousand dollars,
which, if the war continues, will be needed, and in
case of peace may be applied to a navy. An an-
nual revenue of three millions of dollars, then, is the
sum to be aimed at, qnd-!hich ought to be under
the management of Congress. One of the objects al-
ready mentioried, from which this revenue was to be
sought, was a poll-tax. This he thought was a very
proper one, but, unfortumately, the Consm1'

Maryland, which forbids this tax, is an e
obgtacle. ‘Salt he thought a fit article to be’ taxed,
as. it is consumed, in a small degree, by AJl, snd in
great quantities by none. It had been found so con-
venient a subject of taxation, that among all natiohs
which have a system of revenue it is mmde a %
rial brgach. - In England, a considerabb sunk

raised from it. In France, it is swelled te the simn
of fifty-four millions of livres. He thought i ‘would
be improper to levy this tax during the war, whilst
the price would continue so high, but the n
fall of price at the conclusion of it would rende; the
tax less sensible to the people. The suspension of

this particular tax during the war would not be in®

convenient, as it might be set apart fox the debt due
to France, on which the mterest Wi
for during the war. He compnﬂ the of

salt imported into the Unjted States, anfmally, at

three millions of bushels, and proposed a dut¥ of one-

third of a dollar per bushel, which would yield one

million of dollars. This duty, he obmved would
Vou. 1.—20
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continued since, the Revolution. 'The same was the
case with Pennsylvania, also remarkable for its free-
dom. An excise, if so modified as not to offend the
spirit of liberty, may be considered as amobject of
easy and equal revenue. Wineand imported spirits
bhad borne a heavy excise in other countries, and

might be adopted in ours. ‘Coffee is another objeet

which might be included. The amount of these
three objects is uncertain, but ‘materials for a satis-
factory computation might be:procured. These
hints and remarks he acknowledged to be extremely
imperfect, and that he had .been led to make them
solely by a desire to contribute his mite towards
such a system as would place the financés of the
United States on an honorable and pmsperous

footing.

Mr. GorBaM observed, that the proposmon of Mr +

Branp, however salutary its tendency might be in
the respects suggested, could never be admitted, be-
cause it would leave our army to, starve, and all our

affairs to stagnate, during its immediate operahon :

He objected to a duty on salt, as not only bearing
too heavily on the Eastern States, but as giving a
dangerous advantage to rivals in the fisheries. Salt,
he said, exported from England-for the fisheries, is

exempted particularly from duties. He thought it
would be best to confine our attentjon, for the pré-.

sent, to the impost on trade, which had been carried
so far towards an accomplishment, and t0 remove
the objections which had retarded it, by limiting the
term of its continuance, leaving to the States the
nomination of the collectors, and by making the ap-
propriation of it more specific.

o
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the said duties, and paid by any State, be passed- -
to the credit of such State on account of its quota
of the debt of the United States.” The motion was
seconded by Mr. Lke. | - . £

Mr. WoLcoTT opposed the motion, as unjust towards
those States which, having few or no ports, receive
their merchandize through. the ports of others; re-
peating the observation that it is the consumer, and
not the importer, who pays the duty. He- again
animadverted on the conduct of Virginia in first
giving, and afterwards withdrawing; her assent to
the impost recommended by Congress. '

Mr. ELLsworTH thought il wrong to couple any
other objects with the impost; that the States would
give this, if any thing; and that, if a land tax or ex-
cise were combined with it, the whole scheme would
fail. He thought, however, that some modification
of the plan recommended by Congress would be ne-
cessary. He supposed, when the benefits of this
continental revenue should be experienced, it would
incline the States to concur in making additions to it.
He abetted the opposition of Mr. WoLcorr to the
motion of Mr. RurLEpcE, which proposed that each
State should be credited for the duties collected within
its ports ; dwelt on thé injustice of it; said that Con-
necticut, before the Revolution, did not import one
fiftieth, perhaps not one hundredth, part of the mer-
chandize consumed within it, and pronounced that
such a plan would mever be agreed to. He con-
curred in the expediency of new-modelling the
scheme of the impost by defining theé period of its
continuance; by leaving to the State the nomination,
and to Congress the appointment, of collectors, or
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bly be supphed pretty much thmﬂl Vugmﬁ.ﬂ the '
latter forbore to levy a tax on the former, Bk alt

case she did not forbear, the ports of N ('}a il
which.are nearly as deep as those of Hollhnd, might,
and probably weuld, be substituted.- ‘The profits
drawn by the more commercial States from the busi-
ness they carry on for the others, were of them-
selves sufficient, and ought to satisfy them. |
Mr. Ramsay differed entirely from his 8blleague,
~ Mr. RurLence. He thought that, as the consumer
pays the tax, thé crediting the States collecting the
impost unjust North Carolina, ‘Maryland, New
Jersey, and Connecticut, would suffer by such a regu-
lation, and would never agree toit. =

' Mr. Buanp was ‘equally against the regulation.
‘He thought it replete with injustice, and repugnant
to every idea ‘of finance. He observed, grat this
point had begn fully canvassed at thg time when the
impost..wasbriginally recommended by Congress,
-and finally exploded. - He was, indeed, he said, o N?.
posed: to the “whole motion of Mr. RutLepce. “No-
thing would be a secure pledge to creditors-that was
not placed out of the eontrol of the grantors. " As
long as it was in the power of the States t4 repeal
their grants in this respect, suspicions would prevail,
and would prevent loans. Money ought to be appro-
priated by the States as it is by the Parliament of
Great' Britain. He proposed that the revenue il
solicited from the States should be irrevocalis P
them without the consent of Congress, or of niné‘ of
the States.. He disapproved of any determinate limi-
tation to the continuance of the revenue, because the
continuance of the debt could not be fixed, and that
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be prmclpally from their influence’n their réspectlve
Legislatures, that success could-be expected to any

apphcatlon from Congress for a general revenues o

-~
T et —

Tmmsmv, JANUARY 30'm

The answer to the memonals from the Legxslature
of Pennsylvania was agreed to as it stands on the
Journal, New Jersey alone dissenting. .

In the course of its discussjon, severa.l expressions
were ‘struck out which. seemed to reprehend the
States for thedeficiency of their contributions. In
favor of these expressions it was urged that they
were true, and ought to be held forth-as the cause of
the public difficulties, in justification of Congress.
On the. othm’ side it was urged that Congress had,

spects, been faulty as well as the States,
partncularly, in letting their finances become so dis-
ordered before they began to apply any remedy;
and that if this were not the case, it-would be more
prudent to address to the States a picture of the
public distresses and danger, than a satire on their
faults; since the latter would.only irritate them,
whereas the former would tend to lead them into the
measures supposed by Congress to be essential to
the public interest.

The propriety of mentlonmg to the Leglslature of
Pennsylvania the expedient into which Congress
had been driven, of drawing bills on Spain and Hol-
land without previous warrant; the disappointment
attending it, and the deductions ultimately ensuing

VoL. L—20* |
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FRiDAY, JANUARY -3lsT.

The instruction to the Virginia Delegates from
that State, relative to tobaeco exported to New
York, under. passport from the Secretary of Con-
gress, was referred to a committee. Mr. Frrzsm-
Mons moved, that the information received from said
State of its inability to contribute more than
towards the requisitions of Congress, should be. also |
committed. Mr. BLaND saw no reason for such
commitment. - Mr. Goraam was in favor of it. He
thought such a resolution frem Virginia was of- the
most serious-import, especially if compared with her
withdrawal of her assent to the impost. He said,
with much earnestness, that if one State should be
connived at in such defaults, others would think
themselves eatitled to a like indulgence. Massachu-
setts, he was sure, had-a better title to it than Vir-
ginia. He said the former had expended immense °
sums in recruiting her line, which composed almost
the whole Northern army; that one million two
hundred thousand pounds (a dollar at six shillings)
had been laid out; and that without thxs sum the
army would have been disbanded.

Mr. FirzsiMNoNs, abetting the ammadversions on
Virginia, took notice’ that of —— dollars required
by Congress from her for the year 1782, she had
paid the paltry sum of thn'ty-ﬁve thousand dollars,
and was, notwithstanding, endeavouring to play off
from further contributions. The commitment took
place without opposition. -x

The sub-committee, consisting of Mr: Mapisex, Mr.
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LEDGE, Mr. ﬁLAND and several others, relied so. much
on a valuation of land, and connecter;\k so essentially
with measures for restoring public credit, that an
extreme backwardness on their part affected all
these measures, whilst the valuation of land was left
out. A secend reason was, that the sub-committee
were afraid-that suspicions might arise of intentional
delay, in order to confine the attention of Congress to
general funds, as affording the only prospect of relief.
- The Grand Committee, for like measons, were
equally 1mpat1ent te make a yeport to Congress; and
accordingly, after a short consultation, the questxon
was taken whether the above report of the sub-com-
mittee, or the Report, referred to them, should be pre-
ferred. In favor of the first were Mr. WiLson, Mr.
CarroLy, Mr. Mapison, Mr. ELmore, Mr. HimiLTdN.
In favor of the second were Mr. ArNoLD, Mr. DyEr,
Mr. Hawgins, Mr. Gorean, Mr. RurLEDGE, and Mr.
GiLman. So the latter was immediatély handed in to
Congress, and referred to a committee of the whole,
into which they immediately resolved themselves,
. A motion was made by Mr. Branp, aeconded by
Mr. Mabison, that this report should be taken up in
preference to the subject of general funds. Mr.
WiLsox opposed it as irregular and inconvenient to
break in on an unfinished subject ; and supposed that,
as some further experiment must. be interided than
merely a discussion of the subject in Congress, before
the subject of general funds would be seriously re-
sumed, he thought it unadnsable to mterrupt the
latter.

Mr. Mamson answered that the object was not to
retard the latter business, but to remove an obstacle
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An indecent and tart remonstrance was received
from Vermont against the interpositiong{ Congress
in favor of the persons who had been banished, and
whose effects had been. confiscated. A motrgn wis s
made hy MraHamiLron, seconded by Mr. D¥er, to
commit it. Mkr. Worcorr, who had always patron-
ized the case of Vermont, wished to know the views
of a commitment. * Mr. HiamiLToN said his'view was
to fulfil the resolution of which bound them
to enforce the measure. Mr. DyEr said his was, that
so dishonorable a menace might be as quickly as pos-
sible renounced. He said General Washington was
in favor of Vermont; that the principal people of
New England were all supporters of them, and that:
Congress ought to rectify the error into which they
had been led, without longer exposing themselves to
reproach on this subject. It was _committed without
dissent. |

Mr. WiLson mformed Congress that the Legisla-
ture of Pennsylvania, having found the erdinance of
Congress erecting a court for piracies so obscure on
some points that ghey were at a loss to adapt their
laws to it, had appointed a committee to confer with
a committee of Congress: He accordingly movef,
in behalf of the Pennsylvania delegation, that a com-

7
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»
cided afcordiq to the rule then in force; gpd that,
\ as the officers had served under the faiffjef it, justice
fully corroborated it, and that he was astonished to
hear these principles controverted. He was also
astonished to hear objections agains$e commutation
come from States in compliance with whose: objec-
tions against the half-pay itself this expedient had
been substituted. - Mr. WiLsoN exppessed his sur-
prise, also, that instructions should be givea which
militated against the most perem and lawful
engagements of Congress, and said tiWR if such a
doctrine prevailed the authority of the Confederm
was at an @l Mr. ‘Arnorp said that &*ﬁshed
the report might not be decided on at this time; that
the Assembly of Rhode -Island was in session, and
he hoped to receive their farther advice. Mr. BLanp
- enforced the ideas of M. ~ and Mr. WiLson.
Mr. GiLmaN thought it ie- best to refer the
subject of half-pay to the several States, to be settled
between them and their respective lmes. By general
consent the Report lay over. .

‘Mr. Leze communicated te Congress a letter he
had received from Mr. Samuel Adams, dated Boston,
December the twenty-second, 1782, introducing Mr.

——, from Canada, as a person capable of
giving intelligence relative to affairs in Canada, and
the practicability of uniting that province with the
confederated States. The letter was committed.

In Committee of the Whole on the Report concern-
ing a valuation of the lands of the United States—

A motion was made by Mr. RurLepee, which
took the sense of Congress on this question, whether
the rule of apportionment, to be grounded on the

Vou. 1.—21
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In order to decide the rule of voting in a Commit-
tee of the Whole, before Congress should ge into the
said Committee, Mr. BLano moved that the rule
should be to vote by States, and the majority of States
tn commitiee to decide. . Mr. WiLsoN moved to post-
pone Mr. BLanD’s motion, in order to reselve that the
rule be to vote by States, and accordil'i!to the same
rules which govern Congress; as this general ques-
tion was confioted; in. the minds of membel, with"
the partioular question to which it was to be imme-
diately applied, the motion for postponing was nega-
tived, chiefly by the Eastern States. A division of
the question on Mr. Buaxs’s motion was then called
for, and the first part was'agreed to, as on the Jour-
nal. The latter clause, to wit, a majority to decide,
was negatived; so nothing as to the main point was
determined. - In this uneertainty, Mr. Osacoop pro-
posed that Congress should resolve itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole. - Mr. CarroLL, as Chairman,
observed, that as the same difficulty would occur, he
wished Congress would, previously, direct him how
to proceed. Mr. HamiLToN proposed that the latter
clause of Mr. BLaND’s motion should be reconsidered,
and agreed to, wrong as it was, rather than have no
rule at all. 1In opposition to which it was said, that
there was no more reason why one, and. that not the
minor side, should wholly yield to the inflexibility of
the other, than vice versa; and that if they should be
willing to yield, on the present occasion, it would be






1783.] DEBATES. 325

sense of Congress; that other points involved in the
subject had not received any decision ; and proposed
the sense of Congress should be distinctly and suc-
cessively taken on all of them, and the result re-
ferred to a special committee to be digested, &ec.
The question was, however, put, and negatived, the
votes being as they appear on the.Journal. The
reasons on which. Mr.. ‘HamiLToN's motion was
grounded appear from its preamble. - ' ’

!

i‘mmnr FEBRUARY 7'm

On motlon of Mr Lz, who had been absent when
the report was yesterday negatived, the matter was
reconsidered. 'The plan of taking the sense of Con-
gress on the several points, as yesterday proposed by
Mr. MapisoN, was generally admitted as proper.

The. first question proposed in Committee of the
‘Whole by Mr. MapisoN, was: Shall a valuation of
land within the United States, as directed by the Ar-
ticles of Confederation, be immediately attempted 7—
eight ayes; New York, only, no. -The States present
were New Hampohu'e Massachusetts, Connecticut,
New York, New Jerséy, Pennsylvania, Virginia,
North Carolina, South Carolina ;. Rhode Island, ene
member; Maryland, one.

By Mr. WiLsoN, R

Q. Shall each State be c&lledontoretumtothe
United States, in Congress assembled, the number
of acres granted to, or surveyed for, any: person, and
also the number of buildings within it?—eight ayes;
North . Carolina, no—supposing. this not to accord
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By Mr. MapisoN, . . '

Q. What shall that penod be? Connectxcut was
again for. three years; which being rejected, ﬁve
years passed unanimously.

By Mr. Mabison, | |

» Q. Shall therulesotobeeatabhshed haveretro-r
spectxve operatiozn, so far as'may be necessary for
liquidating and clesing the ‘accounts between the
United States and each particular State 7aye;
Connecticut, no. Mr. Dver and Mr. MErcERr under- .
stood this as making the amount of the several
requisitions of Congress, and not of the payments
by the States, the standard by which the accounts
were to be liquidated, and thought the latter the
just quantum for retrospective appointment. Their
reasoning, however, was rot fully. comprehended.

' sesedeseemsges

SAWRMY, FERRUARY an
C’ommdtee of the W'hek.

'Mr. MercER renved the subject of retrospectwe
operation, and after it had been mueh discussed, and
the difference elucidated which might happen be-
tween apportioning; according to the first valuation
which should be made, merely the sums paid on- the
requisitions of Congress, and apportioning the whole
requisitions, consisting of the sums paid and the
deficiencies, which might not be paid until some dis-
tant day, when a different rule, formed under differ-
ent circumstances of the States, should be in force,
the assent to the last question, put yesterday, was
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observed that they went no further than to examine
whether the proceedings of the-officers of Congress.
were conformable to the resolution of Congress, and
not whether the latter were vnthm the power of
Congress.

Mr. Lee said, the report did not touch the pomt,‘
that the additional quantity had been exported with-
out application to the State, although the first gnan-
tity was licensed by the State with great relutm '
in consequence of the request of Congress, and of
assurances against a repetition; and that the Super-
intendent and Secretary of Congress ought, at any
rate, to have made application to the Executive
before they proceeded to further exportations.

Mr.. RurLEpGE said, the report went to the very
point, that Virginia suspected the resolutions of Con-
gress had been abused by the officers of Congress,
and the report showed that no such abuse had taken
place; that if this information was not satisfactory,
and the State should contest the right of Congress
in the case, it would then be proper to answer it on
that point, but not before. -He said, if the gentleman
(Mr. Lee) meant the Committee authorized by
Congress on the 29th day of May 1782 to make ex-
planations on the subject to thie Legislature of Vir-
ginia, had given the assurances he mentioned, he
must be mistaken; for none such had been given
He had, he said, formed notes of his remarks to
the Legislature, but, according to his practice, had
destroyed them after the occasion was over, and
therefore could only assert this from memory; that,
nevertheless, his memory enabled him to do it with
certainty. :

Vor. L—21*
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TorspaY, FEBrUARY 1lTH. -

- The Report made by the Committee of the Whole
having decided that the mode to be grounded on
the return of facts called for from the States ought
now to be ascertained—

Mr. RoTLEDGE proposed, seconded by Mr. GrLmax,
that the States should be required to name commis-
sioners, each of them one, who, or any nine of them,
should be appointed and empowered by Congress to
settle the valuation. Mr. Goruam was against it, as
parting with a power which might be turned by the
States against Congress. - Mr. WalLcorT against it;
declares his opinion that the Confederation ought to
be amended by substituting numbers of inhabitants
as the rule; admits the difference between freemen
and blacks; and suggests a compromise, by including
in‘' the numeration such blacks only as were within
gixteen and sixty years of age. Mr. WiLsoN was
against relinquishing such a power to the States;
proposes that the commissioners be appointed by
Congress, and their proceedings subject to the ratifi-
tation of Congress. Mr. MerceR wis for submitting
them to the revision of Congress; and this amend-
ment was received. . Mr. PeTErs against the whole
scheme of valuation, as h_oldmg out false lights and
hopes to the public. Mr. RurLEDGE thinks commis-
sioners appointed by the States may be trusted, as
well as commissioners appointed by Congress, or as
Congress themselves. Mr. WiLson observes, that if
appointed by the States they will bring with them
the spirit of agents for their respective States; if
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Journals; and Congress resolved itself into a Com-
mittee of the Whole, in order to consider the funds
to be adopted and recommended to'the States.

On motion of Mr. MirFLIN, the impost of five per
cent. was taken into consideration. As it seemed
to be the general opinion, that some variations frgm -
the form in which .it had been first recommended
would be mecessary' for reconciling the objecting
States to it, it was proposed that the sense of the
Committee should be taken on that head. - The fol-
lowing questlons were accordingly propounded :

Question 1. Is it expedient to alter the impost
as recommended on the - day of , 17817

Mr. Lee said the States, partlcularly Vll'gnma,
would never concur in the measure unless the term - '
of years were limited, the gollection left to the
States, and the appropriation annually lmd before
them. .

Mr. Woroorr thought the revenue olght to be

commensirate, mpomtoftxmeapwellas t, to
the debt; that there was no danger in trusting Con-
grees, considering the. responsible mode of its ap-
pointment ; and that to alter the plan would bea &
mere condescension to the prejudices of the States.
. Mr. Goruam favored the alteration for the same
reason as Mr. Lee. He said private letters informed
him that the opposition to the impost law was gain-
ing ground in Massachusetts, and the repeal of Vir-
ginia would be very likely to give that opposition
the ascendance. . He said our measures must be
accommodated to the sentiments of .the States,
Whether just or unreasonable.

Mr. Harion dissented from the particular alter-
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The Comnsittee report to Congress the alterations

yestenfay a.greed on with respect to the five per cegt.
impost.

The Deputy Secretary at War reported to Uop- .

gress the result of the inquiry directed by them on
the 24th day of January, into the. seizure of g

destined for the Brigish prisoners of war, under pass-®

port from General Washington: From this Reppl‘, g

it appeared that some of the seizors had pursnﬂ
their claim under the law of the State; and that, in
consequence, the goods had been condemn’, and
ordered for sale. The papérs wer‘referrettto a com-
mittee, consisting of Mr. Rurr.é, M. GOREAM, and
" Mr. Lee, who, after having retired for a.few mo-
ments, repogted Thal the Secretary of War should
be authorized and directed to cause the gwods to be
taken from the places where tli®y had bemlﬂpomted
to employ such force as would be sufficient; and that
the Duke de Lauzun, whose legion was in the nejg
Dourhood . shqld be requested to give the Beavug
such aid hs he- mx@lt apply for.

This Report was gemerally regarded by Congru
as intemperate, and the proposed recourse ta the
French. legich as flagrantly imprudent. . Mr. Hado-

ToN said, that if the object had been to embroi] thg * = , .

country with their allies, the expedjent would have

been well conceived.* He added, that thg exertion -

of force would not, unde